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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
The London correspondent vf the Courier and 


| Enquirer writes on the 3d December: “The intelli- 


gence from the United States has given the highest 
satislaction in this country; the certainty of the 
election of general Harrison to the presidency be- 
ing cousidered an event of extreine importance in 
political, monetary and mercantile points of view. 


| As general Harrison has not been so prominent in 


political affairs as some of the better known trans. 
atlantic statesmen, there is rather nore uncertainty 
as to the true prospects of the foreign policy of the 
union under the new administration; but the tew who 
re aware of the views ol the new president, to those 
who have perused the enlightened, elegant and tru- 
ly admirable speech, which was made by this gen- 
tleman at Cincinnati on the subject of the adopted 
citizens, know perfectly well that the government 
of general Harrison will be satisfactory towards all 
foreign nations—whiist those who do not happen to 
be sufficiently aware of the character of the new 
president, know that he is supported by Messrs. 
Webster and Clay, and therefore all parties have at 
least a vague opinion that this great change in the 
politics of America, is destined to be favorable to 
the relations between England and the U. States. 

“The general appearance of European affairs has 
been perfectly tranquil since your last accounts 
from England and France. The eastern question 
has been friendly settled—for the fortress of St. Jean 
d’Acre fell into the hands of the allied powers after 
a bombardinent of only a few hours; and intelli- 
geiice has since been received of the formal inter- 
cession of Mehemet Ali to the affairs of the majo- 
rly of Exypt alone. 

“In the French chamber of deputies, the debate on 
the address to the throne has lasted upwards of nine 
days; all the principal speakers exhausting their 
eloquence on the recent events—the summary of 
Which however is, that Mons. Thiers has sunk into 
the uost perfect contempt, and that an overwhelin- 
lg tajority is firmly attached to the administra- 
tion. Soult and Guizot, Thiers, Odillon, Barrot and 

irger have raved in vain about the insulted honor 
o! France, for the chamber applauded with vehe- 
ae the expressions of Guizot—*that the time of 
4 ence and conquest was gone by—France, weal- 
Hen Prosperous and free, should eudeavor to pre- 
¢ the blessings of power and adopt for her mot- 

°—Peace forever—peace every where.” 
enle conclusion of the difficulty of the eastern 
samligh’ has caused no extensive improvement in 
ay monetary and mercantile affairs. The con- 
able we puchenges having become at length favor- 
entivel o.§ € exportation of bullion having almost 
“'y ceased within the last ten days. In conse- 


quence of the improving position of the Bank of 
Vor IX--Sia. 19. 


England, the directors have given notice, that bills 
of exchange can be now discounted of the date of 
six months, a measure of relaxation from their re- 
cent practice of only discounting bills of ninety 
days; and although the rate of discount has not been 
yet reduced, yet the merchants and bankers appear 
very generally to be of opinion, that the general 
difficulties of trade have now been overcome—and 
that the improved condition of foreign political af- 


0 | fairs, and of the foreign exchanges, with the conti- 


nued decline in the value of grain and advancing 
duties in foreign corn; all leads to the prospect of a 
rapid improvement in general affairs. The accounts 
from Liverpool and Manchester are better during 
yesterday and to-day than for months past, if not 
for years; and thuugh the close of the year is usu- 
ally the dullest of all pursuits in monetary affairs— 
there is in the present month of December, a revi- 
val of speculative business, and generally improv- 
ing prices of the French property in shares, and in 
several of the foreign funds. 

‘Since the arrival of the President steamship the 
business in American securities has been rather 
more animated, but the improvement in the quan- 
tity has not yet been material, the market having 
been prevented from assuming a more prosperous 
appearance by recent circumstances, particularly 
the stoppage of the great banking house of Wight 
& Co. Henrietta street, which firm has been recent- 
ly largely specculating in American securities, par- 
ticularly with reference to stock of the state of II- 
linois. The failure of this house was announced 
on the 24th ult. and a docket of bankruptcy was 
made on the 28th, but no information has yet 
been obtained respecting the state of the offsets of 
the house, or what amount of American stocks they 
may have been in possession of at the time of the 
failure of the bank.” 

EASTERN. 

The following graphic and spirited sketch of the 
attack upon St. Jean d’Acre is given by the Daven- 
port Gazette from the letter of an officer of her ina- 
jesty’s steam frigate Gorgon: 

“On the last day of September we were despatch- 
ed from Beyrout, with three steamers under our coin- 
inand, to bombard this devoted place for three days 
before the general attack was made, which we com- 
menced on the Ist of October, by standing in within 
range, and firing shells as fast as we could pelt, and 
they returning two for one. They fell around us 
like hail, but, strange to say, not a shot struck us; 
our bowbardinent was not very successful, as more 
than half the shells burst before they reached the 
shore, owing to the fuses being badly bored, all the 
shells from the steamers failed alike, a circumstance 
not very creditable to those who made them, and 
sadly disappointing to us. It is not likely they were 
ever tried at such a distance before, 4,000 yards. 

At half past 4 o’clock, (how shall I describe this), 
as if by one consent, all firing ceased, and oh, hea- 
vens! whata sight! ‘the whole town appeared as 
if it was in the air; so awfully grand a sight no one 
can describe. We saw nothing but one devilish 
cloud extending thousands of yards into the air and 
on all sides, and then we felt an awful shock which 
gave the line of battle ships a heel of two degrees, 
so that you may judge from the moment of the ex- 
plosion, all firing from the town ceased. The Turk- 
ish adiniral, Walker Bey, was boarded at one o’clock 
in the morning by.an Egyptian colonel, who inform- 
ed him that they were evacuating the town as fast 
as possible. 

‘“‘Walker Bey immediately landed with 300 men, 
and took possession of the town, making 3,600 pri- 
soners. ‘Thus fell this tremendous fortress, which 
has not been overrated by report, for I really think 
it is the strongest place (next to Gibraltar) in the 
world, and I think we should never have taken it 
but for the explosion, which was caused by one of 
our shells bursting in the main magazine of powder, 
by which, to speak within bounds, 2,000 souls were 
blown to atoms, besides beasts of burden of every 
description. In all the loss of the Egyptians is 
computed at 3,000 killed and wounded. At daylight 
what a sight was exposed to our view! The stu- 
pendous fortification, that only twelve bours before 
could boast of being among the strongest in the 
world, was so riddled, we could not find a square 
foot that had not a shot. 

On the morning of the 4thI went ashore to wit- 





| ness the devastation; the sight beg:ared all deserip- 





tion. The bastions were strewed with dead, the 
guns dismounted, and all sorts of havoc. I then 
came to the spot where the explosion took place; it 
has laid a space of two acres quite bare, and hollow- 
ed it out as ifa quarry had been worked there for 
years. And oh heavens, what a sight! lt makes 
iny blood run cold to write of it. Mangled human 
bodies of both sexes, strewed in all directions, wo- 
men searching for their husbands and relatives, tear- 
ing their hair, beating their breasts, and howling and 
crying most piteously; God forbid I should ever see 
the like again.” 

The attack commenced a few minutes before two 
o’clock on the 3d inst. 

The carnage appears to have been dreadful, but 
the loss of the British seamen and marines was, as 
we have already said, very trifling. 

Ibrahim pasha was at Zehle, with from 15,C00 to 
20,090; but it is expected he will retire iinmediate- 
ly, without so much as attempting to stand against 
the allied forces. 

The base lies circulated by the Paris papers of 
the betrayai of St. Jean d’Acre into the hands of the 
beseigers for British gold, received from the above 
account abundant refutation. 

One of the letters describes the state of the town 
thus: *On landing, the place known to be strong 
was found even still ore so than what was conceiv- 
ed, and thanks may be returned to the Almighty, 
that this strong hold of the enetny has not cost the 
allies a greater loss of life. The town is one mass 
of ruins; the batteries and most of the houses are 
literally riddled all over; the killed and wounded 
lying about in all directions, lifeless trunks cut asun- 
der, some without heads, others without legs and 
arms. Hundreds dying froin the blood flowing from 
their wounds, and no one near tohelpthem. The 
scene is truly awful!” 

A long account of the bombardinent concludes in 
these words—*Such is the account of the taking of 
Acre, written twentv-four hours after the attack be- 
gan, a city which baflled Bonaparte and a French 
army, and has undergone, both in ancient and mo- 
dern history, more numerous and desperate sieges 
than any other city in the world.” 

The following is a list of the naval forces employ - 
ed at St. Jean d*Acre: 

Prineess Charlotte 104, flag ship of adiniral, the 
hon. sir R. Stopford, (commander-in-chief), captain 
Fanshawe; Powertul 84, (broad pennant), commo- 
dore Napier; Thunderer 84, capt. Berkeley; Bellero- 
phon 80, captain Austen; Revenge 76, capt. Walde- 
vrave; Benhow 72, captain Stewart; Edinburgh 72, 
captain Henderson; Castor, frigate, 36, capt. Collier; 
Piqua, frigate, 56, captain Boxer; Carysfort, frigate, 
26, (heavy 32 H. 8S.) capt. Martin; Talbot, frigate, 
28, (carron, 32 H. 8S.) captain Codrington; Hazard, 
sloop, 18, commander hon. C. Elliot; Wasp, brig, 16, 
commander Mansel; Gorgon, steam frigate, 2 and 4, 
captain Henderson; Phenix, steam frigate, 2 and 2, 
commander R. Stopford; Stromboli, steam frigate, 2 
and 4, commander W. Williams; Vesuvius, steam 
frigate, 2 and 4, commander Henderson. 

‘Lurkish flag ship 84, rear adiniral Walker; small 
culter (captured), 8. 

Austrian flag ship 60, admiral R. Bandiers; Aus- 
trian frigare 46, his royal highness archduke Fre- 
derick; Corvette 20. 

The London Times of the 3d_ instant, says: The 
Paris papers have arrived by our ordinary express. 
They mre exclusively occupied with the eastern 
question, and the debate on the address in the cham- 
ber of deputies, which nay be regarded as a branch 
of it: 

The most important fact connected with this sub- 
ject, alluded to in these journals, and confirmed by 
our private letters, is that the French government 
had received positive intelligence that Mehemit Ali 
had accepted the terms offered him by the allies; 
that [brahim had, in consequence, been recalled into 
Egypt with others, to avoid all possible. collision 
with the forces of the allies, and that the preparations 
for the restoration of the Turkish fleet had actually 
commenced. ‘Nothing more remains to be done,’’ 
observes a correspondent, ‘*butto obtain from the 
allied powers some concessions which will enable 
France to escape with honor from the position in 
which the treaty of the 16th July, andits execution, 
have placed her. ve 

‘Yo obtain such concession was, it Is now unques- 
tionable, the object of M. Mounier’s mission to Lon- 
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don, and this I state with a perfect knowledge of the 
denial given to the statement that his visit to the Bri- 
tish capital had a political object. What the conces- 
sion sought for may be 1 know not, but something 
must be done to set France at her ease, and to heal 
her wounded amour propre, in order that she may bear 
tamely a proposition to disarm that will assuredly 
issue from the congress to be held in Vienna next 


spring.” 
CANADA, 

Welland canal. It appears by the Canadian pa- 
pers that the British government have directed the 
ee of the stock held by individuals in the 

elland canal; and authorised the enlargement of 
the work to a steamboat canal. This movement 
will be of vast importance to Oswego, and presents 
the highest inducements for opening the rail road 
communication between this place and Syracuse. 
Steamboats running from here to all the ports on the 
upper lakes will secure to this route the whole wes- 
tern freights, and the completion of the rail road to 
Syracuse, will concentrate to this point the business 
and travel of the whole country bordering on Lake 
Ontario and the river St. Lawrence. A favorable 
charter has been obtained for the construction of this 
road, and the attention of our citizens should now 
be turned to the speedy prosecution of the work.— 
There is no difficulty in satisfying capitalists that 
the stock in this road will be equal if not superior 
to any other in the state. { Oswego Herald. 

The St. Johns (New Brunswick) Herald attri- 
butes general Harrison’s success to the fact that he 
lives on “hard cider” and occupies a “log cabin” in 
Tennessee! and says that Van Buren has been “de 
throned”’ because he dined off silver plate, and drove 
his own carriage and four, and kept liveried ser- 
vants! ‘The former,’ continues the Herald, “tis an 
unknown and obscure person: the latter a thorough 
business gentleman, remarkable for his talents, ex- 
treme foresight and political sagacity. One has 
never been placed in any situation either to do much 
harm or much good; the other has, for the last four 
years, held the president’s office at a lime when it 
required all the management in finance, all the judg- 
ment of politics, and all the mind of Martin Van 
Buren to endeavor to set matters in a proper train. 
Should he live, Martin Van Buren will be president 
of the United States in 1845—that is if he will take 
the office.” 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. James A. Ba- 
yard, attorney of the United States, for the district 
of Delaware, (reappointed). 

Daniel Goodwin, attorney of the U.S. for the dis- 
trict of Michigan, (reappointed). 

Charles S. Sibley, attorney of the U. S. for the 
middle district of Florida, (reappointed). 

Francis 8. Key, attorney of the U.S. for the dis- 
trict of Columbia, (reappointed). 

Nathaniel Wiliiams, attorney of the U. S. for the 
district of Maryland, (reappointed). 

Montgomery Blair, attorney of the U. S. for the 
district of Missouri, in the place of Arthur L. Ma- 
genis, resigned. 

Solomon Cohen, attorney of the U. S. for the dis- 
trict of Georgia, in the place of Robert M. Chariton, 
resigned. 

Philip Schuyler, of New York, to be consul for 
the port of Liverpool, in the place of Francis B. Og- 
den, resigned. 

Louis Tinelle, of New York, to be consul for the 
port of Oporto. 

Francis B. Ogden, of N. Jersey, to be consul for 
the port of Bristol, in the place of Thos. Dennison. 

Henry D. Gale, of New York, to be consul for the 
port of Velasco, in the place of Stewart Newall, re- 
signed. 

John A. Parker, to be collector of the customsat 
Tappahannock, Va. vice Robert S. Garnett, de- 
ceased. 

Jacob P. De Forest, to be surveyor at St. Louis, 
Mo. vice Netban Ranney, resigned. 

Ebenezer H. Stacy, to be surveyor et Gloucester, 
Mass. vice John M. Moriarty, resigned. 

Ezekiel Foster, to be surveyor at Eastport, Me. 
vice Charles Peavey, whose coinmission expired on 
the 8th December 1840. 

James McKissuck, to be register of the land office 
at Fayetteville, Ark. from 27th December, 1840, 
when his late commission expired. 

Lewis 8. Tully, to be register of the land office 
at Batesville, ark: vice Thomas Johnson, resigned. 

John Gardner, to be register of the land office at 
Winamac, Ia. vice Edward A. Haunegan, resigned. 

John V. Ingersoll, to be register of the land of. 
fice at Mineral Point, Wiskonsin, vice John P. 
Sheldon, removed. 

Enos Lowe, to be register of the land office at 





Burlington, Iowa, vice A. C. Dodge, resigned. } 


Cesaire Delahoussaye, to be register of the land 
— Opelousas, La. vice Robert N. Kelley, re- 
signed. 

Lewis B. McCarty, to be register of the land of- 
fice at Demopolis, Ala. vice Thomas Simpson, re- 
signed. 

Thomas Scott, to be receiver of public moneys 
at Vincennes, Ia. vice Jolin Law, resigned. 

Samuel Merry, to be receiver of public moneys at 
St. Louis, Mo. from 23d December, 1840, when his 
late commission expired. 

William G. Crawley, to be receiver of publ’c mo- 
neys at Augusta, Mi. vice A. H. Hall, resigned. 

Samuel Crawford, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Kaskaskia, Ill. vice Edward Humphreys, 
deceased. 

Elijah H. Gordy, to be receiver of public moneys 
at St. Stephen’s, Ala. vice Theodore J. Wilkinson, 
deceased. 

Lunsford R. Noel, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Danville, Ui. vice Stenson H. Anderson, de- 
clined. 

James H. Elliott, to be receiver of public moneys 
at Winamae, Ia. vice Jesse Jackson, deceased. 

Paschall Bequette, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Mineral Point, Wiskonsin, vice David W. 
Jones, resigned. 

Thomas Womack, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Greensburg, La. vice William Bickham. re- 
sigued. 


ExcrEss OF ExporTS. There have been five 
years in our history since 1815 in which our exports 
have exceeded ourimports. ‘These years are 1820, 
1825, 1827, 1829, 1340. The excess ofexports over 
imports in 1840 is $26,766,069. ‘This is quite re- 
markable. It is owing, doubtless, to our great in- 
debtedness abroad. And since we are largely in- 
debted, the above indication may be regarded as a 
couvalesgent one, though probably 12 to 15,000,000 
dollars of it have gone to pay interest. 

[ Madisoniun. 





THe Unirep StaTes AND GREAT BritTain.— 
The following are the documents transmitted to the 
house of representatives by the president of the 
United States, in answer to a call for copies of any 
correspondence between the governments of the two 
countries concerning the burning of the steamboat 
Caroline, &c. 

Department of state, 
Washington, Dec. 28, 1840. 

Sir: The secretary of state, to whom has been re- 
ferred the resolution of the house of representatives, 
dated the 21st instant, requesting ‘he president **to 
communicate to that house (if not in his opinion in- 
compatible with the public interest) all the corres- 
pondence between this government and that of Great 
Britain, or the officers or agents of either, or the offi- 
cers and agents of this government with the presi- 
dent or any of its departments, which has not here- 
tofore been communicated to this house, on the sub- 
ject of the outrage of burning the Caroline on-the 
Niagara frontier; and whether there is any prospect 
of compensation being made to the owner of said 
boat for the loss thereof; and, also, whether any com- 
munications have been made to this government in 
regard tothe arrest and imprisoninent of Mc- 
Leod, by the authorities of the state of New York, 
for being concerned in said outrage; and, if so, that 
he communicate a copy thereof to that house,” has 
the honor to report to the president, in answer to 
that resolution, the accompanying papers. Re- 
spectfuliy subinitted, JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the president of the U. States of America. 

Mr. Stevenson io Mr. Forsyth.— Extract. 
Legation of the United States, 
London, July 2, 1839. 
* * * 





* + 


[ regret to say that no answer has yet been given 
to my note in the case of the “Caroline.” Ihave 
not deemed it proper under the circumstances to 
press the subject without further instrections froin 
your department. I[fitis the wish of the govern- 
ment that I should do so, 1 pray to be informed of it, 
and the degree of urgency that I am to adopt. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Sievenson.— Extract. 
Department of state, 
Washington, 11th September, 1839. 
od . *” “ * * 

With reference to the closing paragraph of your 
communication to the departinent, dated the 2d of 
July last, (No. 74), it is proper to inform you that 
no instructions are at present required for again 
bringing forward the question of the “Caroline.” I 
have had frequent conversations with Mr. Fox in 
regard to this subject—one of very recent date—and 
from its tone, the president expects the Britist go- 
vernment will answer your application in the case 





without much farther delay. 


mi 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth, 7 
Washington, Dec. 13, 1849 

Sir: [ am informed by his excellency the lieu 
naut governor of the province of Upper Canada “ee 
Mr. Alexander McLeod, a British subject, any *e 

° me ng a ena ’ at 
deputy sheriff of the Niagara district in Upper ¢," 
nada, was arrested at Lewiston, in the state of N - 
York,on the 12ih of last month, on a pretender 
charge of murder and arson, as having been envg “4 
in the capture and destruction of the piratical ster . 
boat “Caroline,” in the month of December 1837 
After a tedious and vexatious examination Mr. 
McLeod was committed for trial, and he is now i ‘ 
prisoned in Lockport jail. ~~ 

I feel it my duty to call upon the government of 
the United States to take prompt and effectual gto 
for the liberation of Mr. MeLeut. Itis well knows 
that the destruction of the steamboat “Caroline” 
was a public act of persons in her majesty’s seryicg 
obeying the order of their superior authorities _’ 
That act, therefore, according to the usages of na, 
tions, can only be the subject of discussion betwee 
the two national governinents; it cannot justly be 
made the ground of legal proceedings in the United 
States against the individuals concerned, who wer 
bound to obey the authorities appointed by thei, 
own government. 

I may add that I believe it is quite notorious tha 
Mr. McLeod was not one of the party engaged jp 
the destruction of the steainboat *Caroline;” anq 
that the pretended charge upon wh:ich he has been 
imprisoned rests only upon the perjured testimony 
of certain Canadian outlaws and their abettors, who, 
unfortunately for the peace of that neighborhood, are 
still permitted by the authorities of the state of New 
York to infest the Canadian frontier. 

The question, however, of whether Mr. McLeod 
was or was not concerned in the destruction of the 
“Caroline,” is beside the purpose of the present 
communication. That act was the public act of 
persons obeying the constituted authorities of her 
majesty’s provincee The nativnal government of 
the United States thought themselves called upon to 
remonstrate against it; and a remonstrance which 
the presiaent did accordingly address to her majes- 
ty’s government is still, 1 believe, a pending subject 
of diplomatic discussion between her tajesty’s go- 
vernment and the United States legation in London, 
I feel, therefore, justified in expecting that the pre- 
sident’s government will see the justice and the ne- 
cessity of causing the present immediate release of 
Mr. McLeod, as well as of taking such steps as may 
be requisite for preventing others of her majesty’s 
subjects from being persecuted or molested in the 
United States in a similar manner for the future. 

It appears that Mr. McLeod was arrested on the 
12th ult. that, after the examination of witnesses, he 
was finally committed for trial on the 18th, and 
»laced in confinement in the jail of Lockport, await- 
ing the assizes, which will be held there in February 
next. As the case is naturally occasioning a great 
degree of excitement and indignation within the 
B. itish frontier, 1 earnestly hope that it may be in 
your power to give me an early and satisfactory 
answer to the present representation. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the 
assurance of my distinguished consideration. 


H. 8. FOX. 
Hon. John Forsyth, &c. 
Mr. #orsyth to Mr. Foz. 
Department of siaie, 
Washington, December 26, 1840. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge, and have . 
laid before the president, your letter.of the 13th inst. 
touching the arrest and imprisonment of Alexander 
McLeod, a British subject, and late deputy sheriff 
of the Niagara district, in Upper Canada, on 4 
charge of murder and arson, as having been engage! 


in the capture and destruction of the steamboat § 


“Caruline,” in the month of December, 1887; tn 
spect to which you state that you feel it your duly 
to call upon the government of the United States 
take prompt and effectual steps for the liberation © 
Mr. McLeod, and to prevent others of the subjec's 
of her majesty the queer of Great Britain from ¢ 
ing persecuted or molested in a similar manner for 
the future. ut i 
This demand, with the grounds upon which it 18 
made, has been «uly considered by the preside 
with a sincere desire to give toit sucha rep-y %8 
will not only manifest a proper regard for the a 
racter and rights of the United States, bul, at tné 
same time, tend to preserve the amicable relations 
which, so advantageously for both, subsist pe 
this country and England. Of the reality of ae 
disposition, and of the uniformity with which it r 
been evinced in the many delicate and difficult aif 
tions which have arisen between the two qount” 
in the last few years, no one cin be more Lage 
than yourself. “It is then with unfeigned regret 
the president finds himseif unable to recognise th 
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a _ vs ‘ s 
~ 47 of ademand, a compliance with which you | intention of ministers to recommend her majesty to] ments to these companies, and of the interest on 
3, 1849, Bielidity rT ial to the preservation of the good un- | bestow any reward upon captain Drew (who com-| the public debt, to $259,468; and this statement 







‘sq mate . gh 
| Co ding which has been hitherto manifested be- 
py 


e two countries. 
een isdiction of the several states which con- 


itute the union is, within its appropriate sphere, 
erfec 


tly independent of the federal government.— 
he offence 


with which Mr. McLeod is charged 
‘a3 committed within the territory, and against the 


the lieute, 
anada, thay 
f, and late 
Upper Ca 
ile of New 
Pretendeg 
a9) engaged 







































































cal steam, and cilizens of the state of New York, and is 
ber, 1837, we sat comes clearly within the competency of her 
ation, Mr. e nals. It does not, therefore, present an occa- 
8 NOW inp. on where, under the constitution and laws of the 


nion, the interposition called for would be proper, 
















Tnment of for which a warrant can be found in the powers 
‘tual Steps “oh which the federal executive is invested. Nor 
ell Known ad the circumstances to which you have refer- 
‘Caroline i or the reasons you have urged, justify the exer- 
8 service, e of such a power, if it existed. The transaction 
iorities — at of which the question arises, presents the case 
res Of na. fa most unjustifiable invasion, in time of peace, of 
n between MP tion of the territory of the United States, by a 
Justly be sid of armed men from the adjacent territory of 
he Unite anada, the forcible capture by them within our 
I by fe nwo waters, and the subsequent destruction of a 
leit 





teamboat, the property of a citizen of the United 
sates, and the murder of one or more Awerican ci- 


rious that zens. If arrested at the time, the offenders might 



















































ngaged in nquestionably have been brought to justice by the 
line,” and ydicial authorities of the state within whose ac- 
> has been jowledged territory these crimes were committed; 
testimony nd their subsequent voluntary entrance within that 
— who, erritory places them in the same situation. The 
thood, are Hae cident is not aware of any principle of interna- 
te of New ional law, or, indeed, of reason or justice, which 
| titles such offenders to impunity before the legal 
: McLeod ribunals, when coming voluntarily within their in- 
ion of the jependent and undoubted jurisdiction, because they 
“ whee cted in obedience to their superior authorities, or 
Dic act of MMM .cause their acts have become the subject of diplo- 
es of her atic discussion between the two governments.— 
rninent of Hrs se methods of redress, the legal prosecution of 
ed upon to Hine offenders, and the application of their govern- 
nee which HMB ent for satisfaction, are independent of each other, 
ver majes- nd may be separately and simultaneously pursued. 
ng subject BRD. avowal or justification of the outrages by the 
esd SO: MBritish authorities might be a ground of complaint 
" “pig ‘ith the government of the United States distinct 
A hs gin ro the violation of the territory and laws of the 
Niaee lateof New York. The application of the govern- 


ment of the union to that of Great Britain, for the 
edress of an authorised outrage of the peace, digni- 
y and rights of the United States, cannot deprive 
he state of New York of her undoubted right of 
‘indicating, through the exercise of her judicial 


ps as may 

inajesty’s 
ed in the 
future. 



















































othenda ower, the property and lives of her citizens. You 
18th, and ave very properly regarded the alleged absence of 
ie etialt. Dr. McLeod from the scene of the offence at the 

: ime when it was committed, as not material to the 
| February 


iecision of the present question. That is a matter 
0 be decided by legal evidence; and the sincere de- 
ire ot the president is, that it may be satisfactorily 
established. Ifthe destruction of the Caroline was 
hpublic act of persons in her majesty’s service, 
bbeying the order of their superior authorities, this 
act has not been coinmunicated to the government 
bf the United States by a person authorised to make 
de admission; and it will be for the court which has 
dken cognizance of the offence with which Mr. 
IcLeod is charged, to decide upon its validity when 


ng a great 
vithin the 
may be in 
atisfactory 









to you the 
on. 
}. FOX. 















‘slate, egally establis} ad bef it 
6, 1840. "ri eo ishe elore 1 . : 
sid have Ma, ne Dee sident deems this to be a proper occasion 
sth inst. Pirrnay the government of her Britannic majesty 
Alexander ae es case of the *Carvline” has been long since 
ty sheriff wi to the attention of her majesty’s principal 
da, on a tip of state for foreign affairs, who, up to this 
n engaged ti ‘a hot communicated its decision thereupon. 
steamboat § tote that the government of her majesty will 
337; in Te wnkin the importance of no longer leaving the 
your duty Aeatcen of the United States uninformed of its 
{ States tv web inventions upon a subject which has na- 
eration of 4 4 produced much exasperation, and which has 
'e subjects in cea grave consequences. I avail myself of 
n from be- a aaa lo renew to you the assurance of my dis- 
vanner £0t Bllsbed conside:ation. JOHN FORSYTH. 


th S. For, esq. $e. &e §e. 
¢ New York correspondence of the National 


vhich it 1s ntel]; . 
telligencer, of January 4, says: 


president, 7 The Hamilton 
a repy 3 ; ir ng states that sir Allan Macuab was 
nthe cha MB 5.8 ed in consequence of the Caroline affair, 
but, at the HiMion. This of his success in repressing the rebel. 

relations ttoving th, paper also adds, “the legality of de- 
tL betwee? MBeen 6 1¢ Caroline in American waters has not 
ty of this Bineng >» Mar Ma cater upon by the British govern- 
nich it has is Orders : is also said that when Macnab issued 
cult ques* Mibosed ehe oran attack upon the Caroline, he sup- 
countries MiBhat he tse be found upon Navy Island, and 
convince ore, D * contemplated an attack upon our 
regret (hal Biham on addae the last session of the i:nperial par- 
og nise the Ussell yy S the Harilton Journal, lord John 


d as asked the question whether it was the 


manded the party attacking) and others engaged 
in that affair, to which lord Russell replied no re- 
ward had been resolved upon, andas the question 
involved a subject of a very delicate nature, he 
must decline to answer it further. All this, if it 
turn out correct, and it looks so, throws a new light 
upon matters recently discussed in Washington, 
and makes the prospect of an amicable settlement 
very bright. 





THE BRIG TIGRIS. Another seizure by the Bri- 
lish. By the brig Cipher, just artived from S. W. 
coast of Africa, we learn that another Atnerican 
vessel, a Salein brig, has been seized by a British 
cruiser, on the groundless suspicion of being en- 
gaged in the slave trade. The particulars so far as 
we have been able to gather them, are these: The 
brig Tigris, capt. Frye, of Salem, while lying at 
Ambriz, having her return cargo on board, and 
about to sail for home, was boarded and taken pos- 
session of, by order of the commander of the Bri- 
tish cruiser Water Witch, and put in charge of a 
prize master. The alledyed pretence for the sei- 
zure was the fact that a black boy, a native of the 
coast, was in the service of capt. Frye, on board the 
brig, probably in the capacity of cabin boy; nothing 
alarming, as it is very common for traders to that 
coast to employ the natives on board their vessels. 
The Tigris had been ordered to N. York in charge 
of the prize master, and would sail soon—the cap- 
tain and crew remaining in the brig. The cargo 
was not disturbed. She had on board about 20,000 
lbs. of ivory and a quantity of coffee. 

The T. isowned by Robert Brookhouse, esq. one 
of our most active merchants, who has been exten- 
sively engaged in the African trade for many years. 
Capt. Frye is a young man, native of Salem, who 
formerly resided on the coast some years; and was 
on his first voyage as master. These practical ma- 
nifestations of the British cruisers seein to indicate 
an intention to drive the American traders from the 
coast, and deinand the immediate notice of our go- 
vernment. Instances of petty insolence on the 
part of John Bull’s armed vessels towards the Ame- 
ricans, have been frequent on that coast; if every 


frivolous pretext is to be made the ground of a for. 


cible seisure and detention, it will lead to serious 
trouble. [Salem Register. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
LEGISLATURES OF THE RESPECTIVE STATES 
The following is the political character of the se- 
veral states of the union. 
Whig—18 states. 


— 





Van Buren—7 states. 
» Si 











mo a a 
Vermont, Maryland, New Hampshire, 
Maine, Virginia, South Carolina, 
Massachusetts, N. Carolina, Alabama, 

Rhode Island, Georgia, Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Louisiana, Missouri, 

New York, Kentucky, Tennessee, 

New Jersey, Indiana, Illinois. 
Pennsylvania, Obiio, Doubtful. 
Delaware, Michigan. Mississippi. 


The legislatures of all these states are, or will be, 
in session during the present winter, except those 
of New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, Ten- 
nessee and Mississippi. 

MAINE. 

Congressional election. Mr. Lowell, (V.B.) has, 
at last, been elected to congress in the Washington 
and Hancock district, by a majority cf four votes. 
The entire vo'e stood as follows: 


Lowell, V. B. 5,194 
Noyes, whig, 5,051 
Scattering, 139 


MARYLAND. 
Message of the governor. Since your last session, 
no inaterial change bas taken place in the financial 
affairs of the state. As they were then fully ex- 
plained, and as additional details will be found in 
the annual report of the treasurer, it is only ne- 
cessary for me to give a general statement of their 
present condition. : ti 

The debt of the state is now fifteen millions one 
hundred and nine thousand dollars; but when the 
stock, authorised by existing laws, shall have been 
all issued, it will amount to fifteen millions three 
hundred and forty-six thousand. 

The sinking fund, which, last year, was one 
million thirteen thousand three hundred and se- 
venty-two dollars, has been increased to one mil- 
lion, seventy-six thousand five hundred and thirty- 
three dollars. 

For the year, ending the first day of the present 
month, the revenue, exclusive of sums received 
from internal improvement companies, and of those 
drawn from the special deposites, amounted to 





$255,678; and the disbursements, exclusive of pay- 


shows the amount of the ordinary revenue and ex. 
penditures, 

The whole receipts of that year amounted to 
$842,237; and all the expenditures to $845,288, 
which sum includes the payment of $585,819, on 
account of the interest of the public debt. 
According to the estimate of the treasurer, the 
demands on the treasury, for the present year, will 
amount to $927,000, and the reciepts to $306,905; 
which will leave a deficiency of rather more than 
$620,000. The surplus revenue, now remaining 
on deposite is $149,000, which, being deducted 
from the estimated deficiency, will leave a balance, 
to be provided for, of about $470,000; and after the 
present year, the annual deficiency will be upwards 
of six hundred thousand dollars. 

This being the condition of the treasury, it is 
easier to perceive the necessity of making some 
provision to support the credit of the state, than to 
suggest such measures as will accomplish that ob- 
ject without being oppressive to the people. 

Iu some of the states, a disposition has been ma- 
nifested to rely upon the general government for 
the payment of their debts; and to claim for that 
purpose; the proceeds of the public lands. It is 
contended, that these lands were ceded to the ge- 
neral government, to be applied to the payment of 
the national debt; and that the debt having been 
paid, the states are now entitled to the revenue 
arising from that source. 

A statementof the principal facts, connected 
with this question, will show, that the states have 
no just claim to the revenue arising from the sale 
of the public lands, and that they would derive but 
little benefit from it, if they had. 

At the commencement of the revolutionary war, 
Virginia, New York, Massachusetts, South and 
North Carolina, Georgia and Connecticut, several- 
ly claimed such portions of the western country, 
as were included within their respective limits; and 
subsequently ceded them to the United States for 
the common benefit of the union. Previous to the 
cession, cougress had given a pledge, “that the un- 
appropriated lands, which might be ceded or re- 
linquished to the United States, by any particular 
state, should be disposed of for the co:nmon bene- 
fit of the United States, and be settled and formed 
into distinct republican states.” 

The cessions were accordingly made; and it was 
stipulated in the Virgin.a deed, that the land ceded, 
“should be considered a common fund for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States as have 
become, or shall beecoine, members of the confede- 
ration, according to their usual respective propor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure, and 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatso- 
ever.” 

The deeds from North Carolina and Georgia con- 
taip the same conditions as that of Virginia; while 
the\glder states relinquished their titles, in more ge- 
neral ferns, for the common benefit of the union. 
When the cession was made by Virginia, congress 
had no power “to lay and collect taxes, duties and 
imposts,”’ but was obliged to depend upon the state 
governments, for “their respective proportions of 
the general charge and expenditure.””’ The public 
lands, in yielding a revenue to the general govern- 
ment, relieved the states, to the saine extent, from 
their respective proportions of the general charge; 
and formed a common fund for the benefit of all the 
members of the confederation, according to the ob- 
vious meaning of the Virginia deed. 

To consider the United States as having no other 
right to the western territory, besides that which 
was derived from the deeds of cession, is to place 
the subject in a point of view, the most favorable to 
the claims recently set up in behalf of the states. 
But to understand the question properly, it is ne- 
cessary to consider the prior claims of the United 
States; and also the circumstances, under which 
Virginia and other states relinquished their titles. 

From the earliest settlement of the colonies, 
controversies existed ainong thein, respecting their 
territorial limits; which interfered with each other 
on the Atlantic coast, and with the pretensions of 
France and Spain, in running westwardly to the 
Mississippi river and the South sea. By the treaty 
of 1763, the western claims of Great Britain were 
limited to the Mississippi; and the extensive terri- 
tory, claimed by France to the eastward of that 
river, was ceded to the British crown. After the 
declaration of independence, it was contended by 
some of the states, particularly Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, that the crown 
lands, “if wrested from the co:inmon enemy by blood 
and treasure of the thirteen states, ought tu be devm- 
ed a comnmon property, subject to the disposition of 





congress, for the general good.” 
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Maryland protested against the exclusive claims 
of the large states, and insisted “that the country, 
unsettled at the commencement of the war, claimed 
by the British crown, and ceded to it by the treaty 
of Paris, should be considered a common property, 
subject to be parcelled out by congress into free, 
convenient, and independent states.” 

The large states differed among themselves, as to 
their respective limits, and each claimed a larger 
portion of territory than the rest were willing to 
allow. ‘The claims of the union were derived from 
the conquest of the disputed territory by means of 
the common force, and from the treaty of peace, 
under which all the rights of Great Britain, both 
in the soil and jurisdiction, pussed to the United 
States. 

This subject was a source of constant irritation, 
antl threatened a dissolution of the federal alliance. 
At length Virginia, New York, and the other 
states, which claimed the western lands, successive- 
ly relinquished their ‘itles for the common benefit 
of the union. 

Whatever might have been the uncertainty of 
these conflicting claims, there can be no doubt, 
that, after the relinquishment of the state titles, 
they were all vested in the United States, on the 
conditions expressed in the deeds of cession; which, 
being accepted, formed a compact between the ge- 
neral government and the states. The ceding states 
relinquished a portion of disputed territory, which 
they could not have retained without dissolving the 
union, nor defended with their separate force. All 
the states secured the benefit of having a common 
fund provided, for discharging the debts and de- 
fraying the expenses of the general government; 
and for relieving themselves, to the extent of that 
fund, from ‘their respective proportions of the ge- 
neral charge and expenditure.” 

The United States were bound to indemnify the 
states for expenses previously incurred; and were 
obliged to purchase the Indian title, and make large 
preliminary expenditures, before the lands could be 
sold; and, if they were not entitled to the proceeds of 
sales, they assumed all the burdens of the com- 
act, without deriving a single advantage from it. 

“he states, however, evidently intended that the 
territory, and the revenue arising from it, should be 
surrendered to the United States, asa cominon fund, 
for paying the general charge and expenditure, or, 
in other words, for discharging the debts and defray- 
ing the expenses of the general government. In 
none of the deeds of cession is there to be found, 
a reservation of this fund for the separate use of the 
different members of the union; or any stipulation, 
that it should be applied exclusively to the pay- 
inent of the public debt; or the slightest intimation, 
that it was to be distributed among the states for 
any purpose whatever. 

he fourth article of the constitution recognises 
the territory as belonging to the United States. 

Mr. Madison, in the 38th number of the Federal- 
ist, alludes to this terrilory ‘tas a mine of vast 
wealth fo the United States,”” and remarks, that ‘‘a 
very large portion of this fund has already been sur- 
rendered by the stutes.”” He then expresses the hope 
that the remaining states will give similar proofs of 
their equity and generosity, and that the whole ter- 
ritory will soon become ‘a national stock.” The 
remaining statea subsequently relinquished their 
claims, and the whole fund was surrendered to the 
union. 

Judge Marshall, in delivering the opinion of the 
supreme court in the case of Johnson vs. McIntosh, 
declares, that ‘the states ceded that territory, gene- 
rally, to the United States, on conditions expressed 
in the deeds of cession, which demonstrate the opi- 
nion, that they ceded the soil as well as jurisdiction, 
and, that in doing so they granted a productive fund 
to the governinent of the union.” 

It was granted, when the states were bound by 
the articles of confederation, to levy taxes for their 
respective proportions of ‘all charges of war, and 
all other expenses incurred for the common defence 
and general welfare.”” Whether these taxes were 
laid by congress or the states, they were to be paid 
by the people of the states; and it was equally im- 
portant, in either case, to convert the public lands 
into a permanent fund for paying the debts and ex- 

enses of the union; which must otherwise have 

een provided for by oppressive taxes and im- 
posts. 

They were ceded by the states, and accepted by 


the United States, for that purpose; and it is diffi- | 


cult to conjecture, upon what authority they canbe 
applied to any other use or purpose whatever. 

t was, indeed, apprehended that a dissolution of 
the union might revive the territorial question, and 
create other disputes on the same subject. In the 





on a principle of federal compromise, would be apt, 
when the motive of the grant had ceased, to reclaim 
the lands as a reversion. The other states would no 
doubt insist on a proportion, by right of representa- 
tion. Their argument would be, that agrant once 
made, could not be revoked; and that the justice of 
their participating in territory acquired or secured, 
by the joint efforts of the confederacy, remained 
undiminished. If, contrary to probability, it should 
be adinitted by all the states, that each had a right 
to a share of this common stock, there would still 
be a difficulty as to a proper rule of apportionment. 
Different principles would be set up by different 
states for this purpose; and as they would affect the 
opposite interests of the parties, they might not easi- 
ly be susceptible of a pacific adjustment.” 

It is reinarkable that the difficulties, anticipated, 
in relation to this subject, from a dissolution of the 
union, are likely to arise from the agitation of the 
scheme to distribute the proceeds of the public 
iands. The old states contend for a share, accord- 
ing to representation; the new states insist upon 
more, and some of them are disposed to claim all 
the unsold tracts within their limits. The southern 
states might claim an interest in proportion to their 
whole population; while the ceding states might 
expect a retrocession, on the ground, that the ter- 
ritory was no longer wanted for the purposes of the 

rant. 

’ The land bill, passed by congress in 1333 and 
vetoed by general Jackson, provided for a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the whole public domain, 
whether included in the original boundaries of the 
United States, or in the cessions of Louisiana and 
the Floridas. It proposed ‘to set apart for the benefit 
of the new states, twelve and a half per cent. out 
of the aggregate proceeds, before any division took 
place ainong the states generally.”” The new and 
old states were then to receive their proportions of 
the residue, and to “apply the amount received, 
either to the purposes of education, or the coloni- 
zation of free people of color, or for internal im- 
provements, or for debts, which may have been con- 
tracted by the states for internal improvements.” 

The bill proposed to distribute among the states, 
for state purposes, a fund which had been surren- 
dered to the general government for national pur- 
poses; and to distribute it in a different proportion, 
for the separate use of the states, from that, in which 
it was intended to be used for the common benefit 
of the union. It proposed to appropriate the public 
lands, purchased from France and Spain, to the 
construction of state rail roads and canals, and to 
the support of state schools; to which objects, the 
revenue expended in that purchase could not have 
been applied. It will hardly be contended, that the 
general government has power over these subjects; 
or that congress has the authority to place the pub- 
lic money under the control of the state legislatures, 
to be expended in the exercise of powers reserved 
to the states. 

This biil, which was in violation of the constitu- 
tior. of the United States, and of the compact be- 
tween the general government and the states, was 
perhaps as free from objections as any other that 
could be passed for a similar object. ‘The princi- 
ple of distributing the revenue of the United States, 
in the manner proposed, can never be established, 
without disturbing the constitutional relations be- 
tween the general government and the states, and 
finally destroying the limits, which were intended 
to separate their functions and powers. Con- 
gress and the state legislatures are pow responsible 
to their respective constituents; and there will al- 
ways be some check upon their extravagance, 
while they know, that each must provide the ineans 
of paying its own debts and expenses. But if the 
general government be made the collector of what 
the states are to expend, every restraint will be re- 
moved, and congress, under the influence of state 
claims and state creditors, will become the humble 
instrument for laying new taxes and heavier im- 
posts, not “to pay the debts and provide for the 
eommon defence of the United States,” but to re- 
deem stocks, issued for the use of internal improve- 
ment companies, and which would increase, in pro- 
portion to the facility of their redemption. 

If the public lands had become a mine of wealth, 
as expected by Mr. Madison, and the revenue from 
that and other sources, had produced an unavoida. 
ble surplus beyond the expenditures of the general 
government, there would be a strong inducement 
for amending the constitution, so as to authorise the 
application of it to the relief of the states. Butthe 
expenses incurred on account of the public lands, 
including the cost of purchase, have been greater 
than the receipts; and the whole revenue of the 
United States is not more than equa! to the annual 


7th number of the Federalist, it is urged asa reason| expenditures. Therefore, what ever portion of it 


for adopting the constitution, that ifthe union were 
at an end, “‘the states which bave made cessions, 


is taken away, must be replaced by additional taxes 
on the people. The deficiency would be supplied 


. . $< 
by an increase of the tariff; and, as the duties on 


imported articles form a part of their cost, the 

increased in proportion to the profits of the *d ay 
ters and retailers, till the tax finally paid p 
consumer, is twice as much as the revenue paid int 
the treasury. Increased duties on wines, sj)k, i 
other luxuries, would not affect the great boq " 
the people; but the policy of protection enters }, 
every adjustment of the tariff, and the Americ. 
system, as it is called, is best supported by tg 
on the implements of trade and husbandry, op, th 
materials for building and equiping ships, on cloth, 
ie? blankets, sugar, salt and other Necessaries of 

The people could derive no benefit from the dis 
tribution of any part of the public revenue, unjcc 
they were relieved, at the same time, from the mi 
cessity of paying back a much larger amount _ 
But when the advocates of this scheme speak of 
returning money to the pockets of the people, th, 
mean that it is to be transferred from their rep). 
sentatives in congress, to their representatives in 
the different legislatures; that, instead of bei, 
used for the common benefit cf the union, it ought 
to be applied to the separate use of twenty.siy 
states. nder such a plan of distribution, 1), 
proceeds of the public lands would be at as great 
distance from the pockets of the people as they are 
now; and whether this portion of the public reyp. 
nue be claimed for the people or the states, jt js 
well for both to reflect, that while they are appea;. 
ing to be the advocates of state rights, they are real! 
conceding powers to the general government, whieh 
may be extended to every object that requires the 
expenditure of money. 

The assumption of state debts would probably 
follow, as a consequence of the distribution of the 
public revenue, and would only be an application 
of the same principle to a different object. It has 
already been contended, that the general gover. 
ment has the power to assume the debts of the 
states, not because it was granted, but becanse jt 
has been exercised. The precedent referred to, is 
the act of 1790, by which congress assumed debts, 
in certain proportions, to the amount of twenty-one 
millions five hundred thousand dollars. But pay- 
ment was not to be made to state creditors, if it 
could be ascertained that their certificates of debt 
were issued for any other purpose than for services 
or supplies towards the prosecution of the war.— 
The holders of these certificates were considered 
creditors of the United States, because the debts, of 
which they held the evidence, were contracted by 
the states in the common struggle for independence. 
If an argument can be drawn from this act, to prove 
that the general government has the power to a 
sume state debts contracted for canals and rail 
roads, the question of power would be considered 
as settled, if continued appropriations were mace 
by congress to aid the states in the construction of 
such works. Constitutional objections being once 
removed, the only obstacle to a general assumption 
would be found, in the difficulty of apportioning 
among the states, the benefit of shilting their bur- 
dens and responsibilities upon the union. The debt 
of Maryland is fifteen millions, and taking that as 
the scale of assumption, it would be necessary 10 
create a national debt of at least five hundred mil- 
lion of dollars to relieve her from her present liabl 
lities. The government stock, issued for this pur 
pose, would pass into the possession of the stale 
and their creditors, and forin a fund for new enter 
prises, new banks, and for speculations of evel 
kind, which, in the course of a few years, would 
produce the necessity for another assumption. 

‘The public lands have been so often made thé 
subject of executive communications, that I coull 
not withhold my own opinions, withcut appearing !? 
concur in the sentiments of others, nor express — 
without examining the question at greater lengl 
than is consistent with the proper limits of a m® 
sage. Jt is for congress however, to decide 7 
this question is to be disposed of; and whether a 
determined that the public territory belongs to "8 
states of the union, it will still be necessary !oF w 
state to resort to some other means for the supp” 
of her credit and the fulfilment of her engagements 
Her portion of this fund, under the new re 
would probably not exceed eighty thousand do “ 
a year, which would leave an annual deficiency 
more than five hundred thousand, to be provide a 
in some other way. The legislature will, no sar 
carefully consider every cireumstance connet 
with the debt and finances of the state, 2% ie 
adopt such measures as they may deem pecenm | 
to preserve the public credit, and provide for" 
just claim on the treasury. ‘ot 

The currency of this state consists of yer" | 
kinds of paper, issued by banks under anthor 
their charters, by other corporations without aul 
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» pretext of supplying their neighbors with 
nge. hese private issues will probably cease 
wes specie pay ments are resumed, but the banks, 
vr gavings institutions, and other corporations, 
i have issued notes or certificates for smali 
be ms, will 20 doubt continue to exercise that pri- 
Siege as long as it is found to be profitable. ‘The 
his currency furnished by these corporations, 
though preferable in some respects to the notes of 
individuals, is more injurious te the public; because 
jt is issued to a much larger amount, and has a more 
ernanent effect in preventing the circulation of 
specie. [f the people prefer the use of specie for 
cjange, and for dealings of trifling amount, they 
certainly ought to have their choice; and this they 
never can have, while small notes of every descrip- 
(ion are permitted to circulate through the state. 
Many persons are under the impression that all 
the evils of a deranged currency have been produc- 
eq by the measures of the general government; and 
that, under the administration of general Harrison, 
they will be removed without the aid of state legis- 
ation. 
, Without intending to discuss the general ques- 
tion of the currency, I will briefly state my reasons 
for believing that too much is expected from gen. 
Harrison’s administration, and that it will not be in 


F his power to correct the evils, of which so many 


camplain. : 

The currency, which has been so much derang- 
ed, is the currency of the different states; and con- 
sists of paper of every kind, issued under the autho- 
rity, or by the perinission, of the state legislatures. 
Iftoo much of this paper was put in circulation, it 
was the fault of the corporations that issued it; and 
ifthere were too many banks it was the fault of the 
states that chartered them. It has been supposed 
that the United States bank regulated the state 
banks, and prevented them froin increasing in num- 
ber, But it could only restrain the operations of other 
banks, by first receiving their notes, and then draw- 
ing upon them every week or month, for the balan- 
ces due. It had no control over weak and discre- 
dited banks, because it would not take their notes; 
and could only regulate those, which were in high 
credit, and which could regulate each other, by the 
sane process of frequent settlements. It was de- 
fective too, as a regulator, in this particular, that, 
whea other banks discounted too freely and stood 
in need of restraints, it labored under the same dif- 
ficulty, and required to be checked initsown move- 
ments; for the state banks very seldom extended 
their business, unless the national bank first set the 
example. Whenever it enlarged its discounts, they 
did the same; and then it was rather in a situation 
to require assistance, than to exercise a proper con- 
trol, But if instead of being often a debtor, it had 
managed ils affairs so prudently as to be always a 
creditor of other banks, there was nothing to pre- 
ventit froin sustaining institutions, that were un- 
sound, and injuring others that were worthy of the 
public confidence; and nothing to prevent it from 
giving the banks and merchants of a commercial 
city, great advantages over those of rival cities. 

The national bank, however, might be prudent, 
vigilant and impartial, and still be inefficient as a 
regulator, because the state banks could always 
escape from its control, by refusing to pay specie, 
or by otherwise discrediting their notes; and thus 
place themselves out of reach of the regulating 
pe at the very time they stood most in need 

it. 

The condition of the currency in the several 
states, during different periods, furnishes the proof, 
that its value depends on state legislation, and not 
on the influence of a national bank. 

The United States bank went into operation in 
1817, and from that period to the year 1825, its in- 
fluence was not perceptible in any of the states 
that encouraged excessive banking. The currency 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana and Illinois, was 
much depreciated, during the greatest portion of 

it period, as that of Mississippi is now; and was 
gradually restored to a sound state by the operation 

their own laws, and by the determination of the 
People of those states, to rid themselves of paper 
wre 4 which had lost its value. The process, by 

— the people of Kentucky were relieved from 
~ depreciated paper, is described in the fuollow- 

~ Paragraphs, published in Niles’ Register, in 

ebruary, 1823: 

‘More good news.—Bills of the Bank of the 
er meeps of Kentucky, toan amount of seven 
“ — thousand dollars, were burnt at Frankfort 

s © 15th nltimo. A few more good fires like 
on. raed We shall begin to expect remittances from 

ri friends in Kentucky.” 

ee is going on nobly in the work of 
mid "3 Paper money. There was lately another 
A lane ication of the currency by fire; 1,400,000 

5 In notes of the Bank of Kentucky, be- 


Com: 


sides the conflagration of the paper of the Bank of 
the Conmonwealth, have been committed to the 
flames.” 

The U. States bank had then been in operation 
six years, without being able to equalize the ex- 
changes between the western states and the eastern 
cities, or to restrain excessive banking, or to cor- 
rect the evils of a depreciated currency. During 
that period, the notes of many of the banks in spe- 
cie paying states, were at as great a discount as the 
currency of any western state; and throughout the 
whole country, banks continued to multiply and ex- 
plode, as if no national bank had been employed in 
regulating their movements. 

Souie of the New England banks were able to 
continue specie payments during the last war, 
when there was no national bank, because their dis- 
counts were in proportion to their means. If the 
eastern states had chartered too many banks, or per- 
mitted them to run into every kind of excess, no 
national bank, no administration of the general go- 


vernment, could have prevented the depreciation of 


their currency. 

The framers of the constitution of the U. States 
had no conception, that a national bank or any in- 
cidental power of the general government, could re- 
gulate or restrain the paper currency of the states; 
and therefore expressly prohibited them from emit- 
ting bills of credit. This restriction has been ren- 
dered nearly ineffectual by the agency of banks; and 
the states after giving birth to a numerous progeny 
of corporations, whose business it is to issue paper 
money, insist upon the necessity of a regulator to 
give their different currencies a uniform value. 

The states have ample power over their own cor- 
porations, and their own paper money; and there is 
no necessity of making use ofa fiscal agent of the ge- 
neral government for the management of either. If 
it be desirable to suppress the Circulation of small 
notes, to prevent the increase of banks, to limit 
their issues, and to compel the payment of specie, 
the state legislatures can accumplish these objects, 
without the aid of a national bank. 

Reports have been received from the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road company,the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna rail road company, and the Annapolis 
and Elk Ridge rail road company, and will be sub- 
mitted with other papers in a fewdays. No re- 
port has yet been received from the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal company. The only informatiun I 
have, in relation to these companies, is already 
known to the public or is contained in their annual 
reports. 

The Annapolis rail road is finished to its inter- 
section with the Washington branch of the Balti- 
more and Ohio rail road, and is now open for the 
conveyance of passengers and produce. 

The Baltimore and Susquebanna rail road has 
been in constant operation since last spring, and 
now forms the long desired connexion between the 
city of Baltimore and the canals and rail roads of 
Pennsylvania. 

The Tide Water canal has also been completed 
within the present year, and has already been the 
ineans of bringing a large trade to the city of Bal- 
timore. The state has no interest in this work asa 
stockholder, and no pecuniary connexion with it, 
except as a creditor; but, in proportion to its ex- 
tent, there is perhaps no other public work that 
will contribute so largely to the trade and prosperi- 
ty of Baltimore. And the completion of this canal 
is not the less gratifying to our citizens, on account of 
the equal advantages which the people of Pennsyl- 
vania will derive from it, in securing, for their va- 
rious products, a convenient outlet, and a choice of 
markets. 

The affairs of the Eastern Shore rail road com- 
pany have been settled, in pursuance of the act of 
the last session, chapter 323. 

The commissioners appointed for that purpose, 
were arduously engaged for a considerable time, in 
examining accounts, ascertaining damages and ad- 
justing claims against the company; and in dispos- 
ing of the matertals and effects which remained in 
the possession of its officers and agents. The books, 
maps and papers, belonging to it, have been placed 
in the land office, as directed by the act of assembly; 
and the final report of the commissioners will be 
transmitted to you, with other papers on the same 
subject. 

Supposing the Eastern Shore rail road to be 
abandoned, the Baltimore and Ohio and rail road, 
and the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, are the only 
works which now remain unfinished. The rail road 
company will not probably require further aid from 
the state for two or three years, and will not suffer 
the interest on their portion of the public debt to 
fall on the treasury. 

The canal is not only unfinished, but the compa- 
ny are without the means of continuing their ope- 





rations. The debt, contracted for their use, is a 


dead weight on the state, and so it will remain till 
the whole line of canal is opened to Cumberland. 
While every one perceives the necessity of doing 
something, it is difficult to devise any practicable 
scheme for continuing the work. The state is with- 
out the means of raising money for that purpose, 
and it would appear to be a desperate experiment, 
" aoe a new set of bonds into the European mar- 
et. 

I have received two letters from the governor of 
Virginia, with a copy of the proceedings of the le- 
gislature of that state, in relation to the refusal of 
the governor of New York to deliver up certain fu- 
gitives from justice. ‘These communications relate 
to a subject of deep interest to the people of Mary- 
land and are intended to call the attention of the slave. 
holding states, to the necessity of some concert of 
action, if New York or other states should unfortu- 
nately persist in disregarding their constitutional 
rights. In giving to this subject ‘the serious con- 
sideration to which it is entitled, you will, no doubt 
perceivethe advantage of postponing degislative, 
action upon it, till the decision of the supreme 
court shall have been given in the case of Nathan 
Bemis and others. It will be recollected, that this 
case involves nearly every question that can arise 
respecting the constitutional rights of slaveholders, 
and the validity of such state laws as have the ef- 
fect of obstructing the exercise of those rights.— 
The southern states are indebted to the justice and 
liberality of Pennsylvania, for an opportunity of 
bringing these questions to a decision in the su- 
preme court. Mr. Meredtih and Mr. Nelson, who 
have been employed as counsel to represent this 
state, have informed me that the case is now ready 
for trial; and there is very little doubt, that it will 
be brought to a termination before the adjournment 
jot the legislature. 

I consider it my duty to call your attention to an 
ordinance of the city of Baltimore, which is odious 
and oppressive to a numerous and meritorious class 
of our citizens; I mean the ordinance, approved the 
12th of last March, and entitled: “A further sup- 
plement to an ordinance to preserve the navigation 
of the harbor of Baltimore.” 

Under the provisions of this ordinance, duties are 
levied, under the title of wharfage, on all articles 
“landed on the public wharves, from on board any 
vessels lying at said wharves, or placed thereon for 
the purpose of shipment or exposure for sale.”— 
Goods or produce, delivered from vessels at the 
public wharves, or taken on board, are taxed with 
wharfage, “to be paid by the owner or consignee, 
or in the event of there being none, by the master 
of the vessel.”’ If the articles are not landed on the 
wharves, but are merely transferred from one ves- 
sel to another, the wharfage is half price. I have 
been informed tiat the same kind of wharfage is 
collected by the owners of private wharves, and 
that no vessel can escape from it, unless she can 
find room, to land or take in her cargo, at some 
wharf belonging to the state. No one complains of 
the regular wharfage, which has always been charg- 
ed upon every vessel, in proportion to her tonnage. 
The grievance is, that vessels lying at a wharf and 
paying wharfage, can make no use of it, without 
also paying a duty on every thing that is land- 
ed or taken on board. The articles, carried by the 
boatmen of the Chesapeake bay, never have an 
owner when this tax is to be paid; and the whole 
burden of it falls on the master or owner of the 
vessel. 

Within a few days past, my attention has been 
directed to the proceedings of the convention of 
tobacco planters, lately held in Washington city— 
and particularly to the resolution requesting ‘‘the 
governors of the several states, engaged in the cul- 
tivation of tobacco, to call the attention of the le- 
vislatures of their several states, to the subject of 
the Americcn tobacco trade in foreign countries.’’ 

Having had no time to examine this subject, or to 
consider the tendency of the measures recommend- 
ed, [ can only comply with the request of the con- 
vention, by calling your attention to their proceed- 
ings. WM. GRASON. 

Penitentiary. The report of the directors of this 
institution, made to the executive, shows as follows: 

Abstract of prisoners received into the penitenti- 
ary from the Ist December, 1839, to the 30th of 
November, 1840, inclusive—104. For the follow- 
ing crimes:—stealing 61, felony 17, larceny 5, grand 
larceny 1, house breaking 1, receiving stolen goods 
3, obtaining goods under false pretences 1, cutting 
dywn with intent to steal trees 1, passing counter- 
feit notes 1, giving a pass to 4 slave 1, assaulting 
and stabbing 1, assault and attempt to commit rape 
1, assault with intent to kill 1, assault and battery 
with intent to kill 1, manslaughter 1, murder in the 
second degree 1, murder 3, arson 1, breaking the 
conditions of a pardon 1, robbing the mail 1—tota 
104—Ameticans 87, foreigners 17. 
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Maryland protested against the exclusive claims 
of the large states, and insisted “that the country, 
unsettled at the commencement of the war, claimed 
by the British crown, and ceded to it by the treaty 
of Paris, should be considered a common property, 
subject to be parcelled out by congress into free, 
convenient, and independent states.” 

The large states differed among themselves, as to 
their respective limits, and each claimed a larger 
portion of territory than the rest were willing to 
allow. The claims of the union were derived ek 
the conquest of the disputed territory by means of 
the common force, and from the treaty of peace, 
under which all the rights of Great Britain, both 
in the soil and jurisdiction, passed to the United 
States. 

This subject was a source of constant irritation, 
an‘| threatened a dissolution of the federal alliance. 
At length Virginia, New York, and the other 
states, which claimed the western lands, successive- 
ly relinquished their ‘itles for the common benefit 
of the union. 

Whatever might have been the uncertainty of 
these conflicting claims, there can be no doubt, 
that, after the relinquishment of the state titles, 
they were all vested in the United States, on the 
conditions expressed in the deeds of cession; which, 
being accepted, formed a compact between the ge- 
neral government and the states. The ceding states 
relinquished a pores of disputed territory, which 
they could not have retained without dissolving the 
union, nor defended with their separate force. All 
the states secured the benefit of having a common 
fund provided, for discharging the debts and de- 
fraying the expenses of the general government; 
and for relieving themselves, to the extent of that 
fund, from ‘‘their respective proportions of the ge- 
neral charge and expenditure.” 

The United States were bound to indemnify the 
states for expenses previously incurred; and were 
obliged to purchase the Indian title, and make large 
preliminary expenditures, before the lands could be 
sold; and, if they were not entitled to the proceeds of 
sales, they assumed all the burdens of the com- 

act, without deriving a single advantage from it. 
‘he states, however, evidently intended that the 
territory, and the revenue arising from it, should be 
surrendered to the United States, asa cominon fund, 
for paying the general charge and expenditure, or, 
in other words, for discharging the debts and defray- 
ing the expenses of the general government. In 
none of the deeds of cession is there to be found, 
a reservation of this fund for the separate use of the 
ditferent members of the union; or any stipulation, 
that it should be applied exclusively to the pay- 
nent of the public debt; or the slightest intimation, 
that it was to be distributed among the states for 
any purpose whatever. 
he fourth article of the constitution recognises 
the territory as belonging to the United States. 

Mr. Madison, in the 38th number of the Federal- 
ist, alludes to this territory ‘tas a mine of vast 
wealth fo the United States,’’ and remarks, that ‘‘a 
very large portion of this fund has already been sur- 
rendered by the stutes.” He then expresses the hope 
that the remaining states will give similar proofs of 
their equity and generosity, and that the whole ter- 
ritory will soon become ‘a national stoclk.’? The 
remaining states subsequently relinquished their 
claims, and the whole fund was surrendered to the 
union, 

Judge Marshall, in delivering the opinion of the 
supreme court in the case of Johnson vs. McIntosh, 
declares, that ‘‘the states ceded that territory, gene- 
rally, to the United States, on conditions expressed 
in the deeds of cession, which demonstrate the opi- 
nion, that they ceded the soil as well as jurisdiction, 
and, that in doing so they granted a productive fund 
to the governinent of the union.” 

It was granted, when the states were bound by 
the articles of confederation, to levy taxes for their 
respective proportions of ‘‘all charges of war, and 
all other expenses incurred for the common defence 
and general welfare.”” Whether these taxes were 
laid by congress or the states, they were to be paid 
by the people of the states; and it was equally im- 
portant, in either case, to convert the public lands 
into a permanent fund for paying the debts and ex- 

enses of the union; which must otherwise have 

een provided for by oppressive taxes and im- 
posts. 

They were ceded by the states, and accepted by 
the United States, for that purpose; and it is diffi- 
cnlt to conjecture, upon what authority they canbe 
applied to any other use or purpose whatever. 

t was, indeed, apprehended that a dissolution of 
the union might revive the territorial question, and 
create other disputes on the same subject. In the 
7th number of the Federalist, it is urged asa reason 
for adopting the constitution, that ifthe union were 








on a principle of federal compromise, would be apt, 
when the motive of the grant had ceased, to reclaim 
the lands as a reversion. The other states would no 
doubt insist on a proportion, by right of representa- 
tion. Their argument would be, that agrant once 
made, could not be revoked; and that the justice of 
their participating in territory acquired or secured, 
by the joint efforts of the confederacy, remained 
undiminished. If, contrary to probability, it should 
be adinitted by all the states, that each had a right 
to a share of this common stock, there would still 
be a difficulty as to a proper rule of apportionment. 
Different principles would be set up by different 
states for this purpose; and as they would affect the 
opposite interests of the parties, they might not easi- 
ly be susceptible of a pacific adjustment.” 

It is reinarkable that the difficulties, anticipated, 
in relation to this subject, from a dissolution of the 
union, are likely to arise from the agitation of the 
scheme to distribute the proceeds of the public 
lands. The old states contend for a share, accord- 
ing to representation; the new states insist upon 
more, and some of them are disposed to claim all 
the unsold tracts within their limits. The southern 
states might claim an interest in proportion to their 
whole population; while the ceding states might 
expect a retrocession, on the ground, that the ter- 
ritory was no longer wanted for the purposes of the 

rant. 

, The land bill, passed by congress in 1333 and 
vetoed by general Jackson, provided for a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the whole public domain, 
whether included in the original boundaries of the 
United States, or in the cessions of Louisiana and 
the Floridas. It proposed “‘to set apart for the benefit 
of the new states, twelve and a half per cent. out 
of the aggregate proceeds, before any division took 
place among the states generally.”” The new and 
old states were then to receive their proportions of 
the residue, and to “apply the amount received, 
either to the purposes of education, or the coloni- 
zation of free people of color, or for internal im- 
provements, or for debts, which may have been con- 
tracted by the states for internal improvements.” 

The bill proposed to distribute among the states, 
for state purposes, a fund which had been surren- 
dered to the general government for national pur- 
poses; and to distribute it in a different proportion, 
for the separate use of the states, from that, in which 
it was intended to be used for the common benefit 
of the union. It proposed to appropriate the public 
lands, purchased from France and Spain, to the 
construction of state rail roads and canals, and to 
the support of state schools; to which objects, the 
revenue expended in that purchase could not have 
been applied. It will hardly be contended, that the 
general government has power ovgr these subjects; 
or that congress has the authority to place the pub- 
lic money under the control of the state legislatures, 
to be expended in the exercise of powers reserved 
to the states. 

This bill, which was in violation of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and of the compact be- 
tween the general government and the states, was 
perhaps as free from objections as any other that 
could be passed for a similar object. ‘The princi- 
ple of distributing the revenue of the United States, 
in the manner proposed, can never be established, 
without disturbing the constitutional relations be- 
tween the general government and the states, and 
finally destroying the limits, which were intended 
to separate their functions and powers. Con- 
gress and the state legislatures are pow responsible 
to their respective constituents; and there will al- 
ways be some check upon their extravagance, 
while they know, that each must provide the ineans 
of paying its own debts and expenses. But if the 
general government be made the collector of what 
the states are to expend, every restraint will be re- 
moved, and congress, under the influence of state 
claims and state creditors, will become the humble 
instrument for laying new taxes and heavier im- 
posts, not “to pay the debts and provide for the 
eommon defence of the United States,” but to re- 
deem stocks, issued for the use of internal improve- 
ment companies, and which would increase, in pro- 
portion to the facility of their redemption. 

If the public lands had become a mine of wealth, 
as expected by Mr. Madison, and the revenue from 
that and other sources, had produced an unavoida. 
ble surplus beyond the expenditures of the general 
government, there would bea strong inducement 
for amending the constitution, so as to authorise the 
application of it to the relief of the states. Butthe 
expenses incurred on account of the public lands, 
including the cost of purchase, have been greater 
than the receipts; and the whole revenue of the 
United States is not more than equa! to the annual 
expenditures. Therefore, what ever portion of it 
is taken away, must be replaced by additional taxes 


at an end, “‘the states which have made cessions,' on the people. The deficiency would be supplied 


SS 
by an increase of the tariff; and, as the ‘dutica 
imported articles form a part of their cost, the Pav 
increased in proportion to the profits of the as *%y 
ters and retailers, till the tax finally paid b o 
consumer, is twice as much as the revenue paid :. 
the treasury. Increased duties on wines, sijks ? 
other luxuries, would not affect the great bod nd 
the people; but the yr of protection enters j, f 
every adjustment of the tariff, and the Americ, : 
system, as it is called, is best supported by are 
on the implements of trade and husbandry on the 
materials for building and equiping ships, on cloth. 
ings blankets, sugar, salt ane other necessaries of 

The people could derive no benefit from the di, 
tribution of any part of the public revenue, unless 
they were relieved, at the same time, from the a 
cessity of paying back a much larger amount _ 
But when the advocates of this scheme speak of 
returning money to the pockets of the people, th. 
mean that it is to be transferred from their repre. 
sentatives in congress, to their representatives in 
the different legislatures; that, instead of beiy 
used for the common benefit of the union, it ought 
to be applied to the separate use of twenty-six 
states. nder such a plan of distribution, th, 
proceeds of the public lands would be at as great a 
distance from the pockets of the people as they are 
now; and whether this portion of the public Teye. 
nue be claimed for the people or the states, it js 
well for both to reflect, that while they are appear. 
ing to be the advocates of state rights, they are really 
conceding powers to the general government, whieh 
may be extended to every object that requires the 
expenditure of tnoney. 

The assumption of state debts would probably 
follow, as a consequence of the distribution of the 
public revenue, and would only be an application 
of the same principle toa different object. It has 
already been contended, that the general govern. 
ment has the power to assume the debts of the 
states, not because it was granted, but because it 
has been exercised. The precedent referred to, is 
the act of 1790, by which congress assumed debts, 
in certain proportions, to the amount of twenty-one 
millions five hundred thousand dollars. But pay- 
ment was not to be made to state creditors, if it 
could be ascertained that their certificates of debt 
were issued for any other purpose than for services 
or supplies towards the prosecution of the war.— 
The holders of these certificates were considered 
creditors of the United States, because the debts, of 
which they held the evidence, were contracted by 
the states in the common struggle for independence. 
If an argument can be drawn from this act, to prove 
that the general government has the power to as- 
sume state debts contracted for canals and rail 
roads, the question of power would be considered 
as settled, if continued appropriations were made 
by congress to aid the states in the construction of 
such works. Constitutional objections being once 
removed, the only obstacle to a general assumption 
would be found, in the difficulty of apportioning 
among the states, the benefit of shilting their bur- 
dens and responsibilities upon the union. The debt 
of Maryland is fifteen millions, and taking that as 
the scale of assumption, it would be necessary to 
create a national debt of at least five hundred mil- 
lion of dollars to relieve her from her present liabi- 
lities. The government stock, issued for this pur- 
pose, would pass into the possession of the states 
and their creditors, and forin a fund for new enter- 
prises, new banks, and for speculations of every 
kind, which, in the course of a few years, would 
produce the necessity for another assumption. 

The public lands have been so often made the 
subject of executive communications, that 1 could 
not withhold my own opinions, withcut appearing lo 
concur in the sentiments of others, nor express them 
without examining the question at greater length 
than is consistent with the proper limits of a mes 
sage. It is for congress however, to decide how 
this question is to be disposed of; and whether it be 
determined that the public territory belongs to the 
states of the union, it will still be necessary for this 
state to resort to some other means for the support 
of her credit and the fulfilment of her engagemen's- 
Her portion of this fund, under the new censt 
would probably not exceed eighty thousand dollars 
a year, which would leave an annual deficiency 
more than five hundred thousand, to be provided 4 
in some other way. The legislature will, no do4 ” 
earefully consider every circumstance connect, 
with the debt and finances of the state, and Wl 
adopt such measures as they may deein necessary, 
to preserve the public credit, and provide for ever) 
just claim on the treasury. a 

The currency of this state consists of meres 
kinds of paper, issued by banks under anthor'y re 
their charters, by other corporations without auth 





rity, and by private associatious and individuals, 
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under the pretext of supplying their neighbors with 
ohanee hese private issues will probably cease 
chee specie pay ments are resumed, but the banks, 
the savings institutions, and other corporations, 
which have issued notes or certificates for small 
sums, will no doubt continue to exercise that pri- 
jlege a3 long as it 1s found to be profitable. The 
gnall currency furnished by these corporations, 
though preferable in some respects to the notes of 
individuals, is more injurious to the public; because 
it is issued toa much larger ainount, and has a more 
ermanent effect in preventing the circulation of 
specie. If the people prefer the use of specie for 
change, and for dealings of trifling amount, they 
certainly ought to have their choice; and this they 
never can have, while small notes of every descrip- 
tion are permitted to circulate through the state. 

Many persons are under the impression that all 
the evils of a deranged currency have been produc- 
ed by the measures of the general government; and 
that, under the administration of general Harrison, 
they will be removed without the aid of state legis- 

ation. 

, Without intending to discuss the general ques- 
tion of the currency, I will briefly state my reasons 
for believing that too much is expected from gen. 
Harrison’s administration, and that it will not be in 
his power to correct the evils, of which so many 
camplain. ; 

The currency, which has been so much derang- 
ed, is the currency of the different states; and con- 
sists of paper of every kind, issued under the autho- 
rity, or by the perimission, of the state legislatures. 
If too much of this paper was put in circulation, it 
was the fault of the corporations that issued it; and 
if there were too many banks it was the fault of the 
states that chartered them. It has been supposed 
that the United States bank regulated the state 
banks, and prevented them froin increasing in num- 
ber. But it could only restrain the operations of other 
banks, by first receiving their notes, and then draw- 
ing upon them every week or month, for the balan- 
ces due. It had no control over weak and discre- 
dited banks, because it would not take their notes; 
and could only regulate those, which were in high 
credit, and which could regulate each other, by the 
saine process of frequent settlements. It was de- 
fective too, as a regulator, in this particular, that, 
when other banks discounted too freely and stood 
in need of restraints, it labored under the same dif- 
ficulty, and required to be checked in its own move- 
ments; for the state banks very seldom extended 
their business, unless the national bank first set the 
example. Whenever it enlarged its discounts, they 
did the same; and then it was rather in a situation 
to require assistance, than to exercise a proper con- 
trol. But if instead of being often a debtor, it had 
managed ils affairs so prudently as to be always a 
creditor of other banks, there was nothing to pre- 
ventit froma sustaining institutions, that were un- 
sound, and injuring others that were worthy of the 
public confidence; and nothing to prevent it from 
giving the banks and merchants of a commercial 
cily, great advantages over those of rival cities. 

The national bank, however, might be prudent, 
vigilant and impartial, and still be inefficient as a 
regulator, because the state banks could always 
escape from its control, by refusing to pay specie, 
or by otherwise discrediting their notes; and thus 
place themselves out of reach of the regulating 
a at the very time they stood most in need 
of it. 

The condition of the currency in the several 
states, during different periods, furnishes the proof, 
that its value depends on state legislation, and not 
on the influence of a national bank. 

The United States bank went into operation in 
1817, and from that period to the year 1825, its in- 
fluence was not perceptible in any of the states 
that encouraged excessive banking. The currency 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana and Illinois, was 
as much depreciated, during the greatest portion of 
that period, as that of Mississippi is now; and was 
gradually restored to a sound state by the operation 
of their own laws, and by the determination of the 
People of those states, to rid themselves of paper 
noney which had lost its value. The process, by 
— the people of Kentucky were relieved from 
cir depreciated paper, is described in the follow- 

"f paragraphs, published in Niles’ Register, in 
February, 1823: 

“More good news.—Bills of the Bank of the 

ommonweath of Kentucky, toan amount of seven 
pony oe thousand dollars, were burnt at Frankfort 

‘ne 15th nitimo. A few more good fires like 

is, and we shall begin to expect remittances from 
our friends in Kentucky.” 

wee ee is going on nobly in the work of 
great NS Paper money. There was lately another 

purification of the currency by fire; 1,400,000 


dollars, ig notes of the Bank of Kentucky, be- 


sides the conflagration of the paper of the Bank of 
the Commonwealth, have beeu committed to the 
flames.” 

The U. States bank had then been in operation 
six years, without being able to equalize the ex- 
changes between the western states and the eastern 
cities, or to restrain excessive banking, or to cor- 
rect the evils of a depreciated currency. During 
that period, the notes of many of the banks in spe- 
cie paying states, were at as great a discount as the 
currency of any western state; and throughout the 
whole country, banks continued te multiply and ex- 
plode, as if no national bank had been employed in 
regulating their movements. 

Some of the New England banks were able to 
continue specie payments during the last war, 
when there was no national bank, because their dis- 
counts were in proportion to their means. If the 
eastern states had chartered too many banks, or per- 
mitted them to run into every kind of excess, no 
national bank, no administration of the general go- 
vernment, could have prevented the depreciation of 
their currency. 

The framers of the constitution of the U. States 
had no conception, that a nafional bank or any in- 
cidental power of the general government, could re- 
gulate or restrain the paper currency of the states; 
and therefore expressly prohibited them from emit- 
ting bills of credit. This restriction has been ren- 
dered nearly ineffectual by the agency of banks; and 
the states after giving birth to a numerous progeny 
of corporations, whose business it is to issue paper 
money, insist upon the necessity of a regulator to 
give their different currencies a uniform value. 

The states have ample power over their own cor- 
porations, and their own paper money; and there 1s 
no necessity of making use ofa fiscal agent of the ge- 
neral government for the management of either. It 
it be desirable to suppress the Circulation of small 
notes, to prevent the increase of banks, to limit 
their issues, and to compel the payment of specie, 
the state legislatures can accumplish these objects, 
without the aid of a national bank. 


and Ohio rail road company,the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna rail road company, and the Annapolis 
and Elk Ridge rail road company, and will be sub- 
mitted with other papers in a few days. No re- 
port has yet been received from the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal company. The only informatiun I 
have, in relation to these companies, is already 
known to the public or is contained in their annual 
reports. 

The Annapolis rail road is finished to its inter- 
section with the Washington branch of the Balti- 
more and Ohio rail road, and is now open for the 
conveyance of passengers and produce. 

The Baltimore and Susquebanna rail road has 
been in constant operation since last spring, and 
now forms the long desired connexion between the 
city of Baltimore and the canals and rail roads of 
Pennsylvania. 

The Tide Water canal has also been completed 
within the present year, and has already been the 
ineans of bringing a large trade to the city of Bal- 
timore. The state has no interest in this work asa 
stockholder, and no pecuniary connexion with it, 
except asa creditor; but, in proportion to its ex- 
tent, there is perhaps no other public work that 
will contribute so largely to the trade and prosperi- 
ty of Baltimore. And the completion of this canal 
is not the less gratifying to our citizens, on account of 
the equal advantages which the people of Pennsyl- 
vania will derive from it, in securing, for their va- 
rious products, a convenient outlet, and a choice of 
markets. 

The affairs of the Eastern Shore rail road com- 
pany have been settled, in pursuance of the act of 
the last session, chapter 323. 

The commissioners appointed for that purpose, 
were arduously engaged for a considerable time, in 
examining accounts, ascertaining damages and ad- 
justing claims against the company; and in dispos- 
ing of the matertals and effects which remained in 
the possession of its officers and agents. The books, 
maps and papers, belonging to it, have been placed 
in the land office, as directed by the act of assembly; 
and the final report of the commissioners will be 
transmitted to you, with other papers on the same 
subject. 

Supposing the Eastern Shore rail road to be 
abandoned, the Baltimore and Ohio and rail road, 
and the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, are the only 
works which now remain unfinished. The rail road 
company will not probably require further aid from 


the interest on their portion of the public debt to 
fall on the treasury. 

The canal is not only unfinished, but the compa- 
ny are without the means of continuing their ope- 





rations. The debt, contracted for their use, is a 


Reports have been received from the Baltimore | P 


the state for two or three years, and will not su ffer. 


dead weight on the state, and so it will remain till 
the whole line of canal is opened to Cumberland. 
While every one perceives the necessity of doing 
something, itis difficult to devise any practicable 
scheme for continuing the work. The state is with- 
out the means of raising money for that purpose, 
and it would appear to be a desperate experiment, 
ta send a new set of bonds into the European mar- 
et. 

I have received two letters from the governor of 
Virginia, with a copy of the proceedings of the le- 
gislature of that state, in relation to the refusal of 
the governor of New York to deliver up certain fu- 
gitives from justice. These communications relate 
to a subject of deep interest to the people of Mary- 
land and are intended to call the attention of the slave- 
holding states, to the necessity of some concert of 
action, if New York or other states should unfortu- 
nately persist in disregarding their constitutional 
rights. In giving to this subject ‘the serious con- 
sideration to which it is entitled, you will, no doubt 
perceivethe advantage of postponing legislative, 
action upon it, till the decision of the supreme 
court shall have been given in the case of Nathan 
Bemis and others. It will be recollected, that this 
case involves nearly every question that can arise 
respecting the constitutional rights of slaveholders, 
and the validity of such state laws as have the ef- 
fect of obstructing the exercise of those rights.— 
The southern states are indebted to the justice and 
liberality of Pennsylvania, for an opportunity of 
bringing these Firs to a decision in the su- 
preme court. r. Meredtih and Mr. Nelson, who 
have been employed as counsel to represent this 
state, have informed me that the case is now ready 
for trial; and there is very little doubt, that it will 
be brought to a termination before the adjournment 
of the legislature. 

I consider it my duty to call your attention to an 
ordinance of the city of Baltimore, which is odious 
and oppressive to a numerous and meritorious class 
of our citizens; I mean the ordinance, approved the 
12th of last March, and entitled: “A further sup- 
lement to an ordinance to preserve the navigation 
of the harbor of Baltimore.” 

Under the provisions of this ordinance, duties are 
levied, under the title of wharfage, on all articles 
“landed on the public wharves, from on board any 
vessels lying at said wharves, or placed thereon for 
the purpose of shipment or exposure for sale.”— 
Goods or produce, delivered from vessels at the 
public wharves, or taken on board, are taxed with 
wharfage, “to be paid by the owner or consignee, 
or in the event of there being none, by the master 
of the vessel.”” If the articles are not landed on the 
wharves, but are merely transferred from one ves- 
sel to another, the wharfage is half price. I have 
been informed that the same kind of wharfage is 
collected by the owners of private wharves, and 
that no vessel can escape from it, unless she can 
find room, to land or take in her cargo, at some 
wharf belonging to the state. No one complains of 
the regular wharfage, which has always been charg- 
ed upon every vessel, in proportion to her tonnage. 
The grievance is, that vessels lying at a wharf and 
paying wharfage, can make no use of it, without 
also paying a duty on every thing that is land- 
ed or taken on board. The articles, carried by the 
boatmen of the Chesapeake bay, never have an 
owner when this tax is to be paid; and the whole 
burden of it falls on the master or owner of the 
vessel. 

Within a few days past, my attention has been 
directed to the proceedings of the convention of 
tobacco planters, lately held in Washington city— 
and particularly to the resolution requesting “the 
governors of the several states, engaged in the cul- 
tivation of tobacco, to call the attention of the le- 
vislatures of their several states, to the subject of 
the American tobacco trade in foreign countries.” 

Having had no time to examine this subject, or to 
consider the tendency of the measures recommend- 
ed, [ can only comply with the request of the con- 
vention, by calling your attention to their proceed- 
ings. WM. GRASON. 

Penitentiary. The report of the directors of this 
institution, made to the executive, shows as follows: 

Abstract of prisoners received into the penitenti- 
ary from the Ist December, 1839, to the 20th of 
November, 1840, inclusive—104. For the follow- 
ing crimes:—stealing 61, felony 17, larceny 5, grand 
larceny 1, house breaking 1, receiving stolen goods 
3, obtaining goods under false pretences-1, cutting 
down with intent to steal trees 1, passing counter- 
feit notes 1, giving a pass to 4 slave 1, assaulting 
and stabbing 1, assault and attempt to commit rape 
1, assault with intent to kill 1, assault and battery 
with intent to kill 1, manslaughter 1, murder in the 
second degree 1, murder 3, arson 1, breaking the 
conditions of a pardon 1, robbing the mail 1—tota 





104—Americans 87, foreigners 17. 
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Prisoners discharged, their term of service having 
expired 68, pardoned 20, died 14, escaped 1—Io- 
tal 103. 

Prisoners remaining on the 30th November, 1839, 
$28, received from the Ist December, 1839, to the 
80th November, 1840, 104—-total 432—discharg- 
ed 103. 

Prisoners remaining on the 30th Nov. 1840, 329. 

Population. The following is the official state- 
ment of the number of inhabitants in each of the 
counties of this state, and the city of Baltimore, 
according to the late census, compared with that 
for 1830: 





1840. 1830. 
Allegany, 15,704 10,609 
Washington, 28,862 25,268 
Frederick, 34,983 45,789 
Carroll, 17,245 New county.* 
Baltimore, 32,067 40,320 
Harford, 16,901 16,319 
Montgomery, 14,659 19,816 
Prince George’s, 19,483 20,474 
St. Mary’s, 13,244 13,459 
Calvert, 9,095 8,900 
Charles, 16,012 17,769 
Anne Arundel, 29,535 28,295 
Cecil, 17,362 15,432 
Kent, 10,840 10,501 
Caroline, 7,868 9,070 
hg Talbot, 12,103 12,947 
Queen Ann’s, 12,525 14,397 
Somerset, 19,504 20,166 
Dorchester, 18,809 18,686 
Worcester, 18,253 18,273 
Baltimore city, 102,513 80,620 
Total, 467,567 447,010 


There are 157,926 white males, 157,645 white fe. 
males; 29,114 free black males, 32,825 free black 
feinales; 45,970 male slaves, 43,749 feinale slaves. 
The total white population is 315,571, and the black 
157,656. The federal population is 411,164. 

The total population in 1838 was 447,040—and 
the increase in the last ten years has only been 
20,527—out of the city of Baltimore the population 
of the state has decreased. 

The new apportionment of members of congrese 
is to be made under the new census. It is not sup- 
posed the ratio will be less than 60,000 federal po- 
pulation for each member, and if so, Maryland will 
only be entitled to seven members. Any increase 
on that ratio will reduce her representation to six. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Census for 1840. Washington city, white males 
8,196, do. females 8,647, total 16,843; free colored 
males 1,949, do. do. females 2,859, total 4,808; slaves, 
males 649, do. females 1,064, total 1,713. Total in- 
habitants in the city 23,364. 

Washington county. white males 1,098, do. fe- 
males 861, total 1,959; free colored males 141, do. 
do. females 147, total 288; slaves, males 465, do. 
females 357, total 822. ‘Total inhabitants in the 
county 3,069. 

Georgetown, white males 2,290, do. females 2,834, 
total 5,124; free culored males 589, do. do. females 
814, total 1,403; slaves, males 327, do. females 
458, total 785. Total inhabitants in Georgetown 
7,312. 

Alexandria city, white males 2,748, do. females 
3,010, total 5,758; free colored males 664, do. do. 
females 963, total 1,627; slaves, males 444, do. fe- 
males 630; total 1,074. Total inhabitants in the 
city 8,459. ; 

Alexandry county, white males 490, do. females 
483, total 973; free colored males 110, do. do. fe- 
males 125, total 235; slaves, males 173, do. females 

127, total 300. Total inhabitants in the county 
1,508. 

Engaged in agriculture 384; in commerce 240; in 
manufactures and trades 2,278; in navigating the 
ocean 126; in navigating lakes and rivers 80; in 
learned professions 203; deaf and dumb, white 8; 
do. do. colored 4; blind, white 6; do, colored 9; in- 
sane and idiot, white 14; do. do. colored 7; univer- 
sities 2; number of students 166; academies and 
graminer schools 26; number of scholars 1,389; pri- 
mary and common schools 29; number of scholars 
851; number of scholars at public charge 482; nuin- 
ber over 20 years who cannot read and write 1,033. 


Recapitulation of the several censuses. 


Year. Free whites. apie Slaves. Total. 

1800 10,066 783 3,244 14,093 
1810 16,079 2,049 5,895 24,023 
1820 22,614 4,039 6,379 80,032 
1830 27,563 6,152 6,119 89.834 
1840 30,657 8,361 4,694 43.712 


Interesting trtal. A very interesting trial is now 
going on in the circuit courtof this district, in 


which Wm. B. Stokes, Lucius W. Stockton, and 
Daniel Moore, surviving partners of Richard C. 
Stockton, are plaintiffs, and Amos Kendall, late 
postmaster general, is the defendant. The cele- 
brated mandainus case, with the accompanying cir- 
cumstances, must be fresh in the memory of our 
readers, and it disclosed the cause of original dis- 
pute. Of the present trial, we find the following 
report in the National Intelligencer. 


The action came on for trial on Monday 28th 
December, and has occupied the court and jury ever 
since. The declaration, claiming damages 100,000 
dollars, contains three counts. The first sets forth, 
in substance, that the plaintiffs and their deceased 
artner were contractors, under and in the name of 
ichard C. Stockton, for carrying the mail, and, 
besides performing the duties stipulated in their 
contracts, performed certain extra services; for 
which extra services the then postmaster general, 
(maj. Barry), in conformity with the law and 
usage of the department, caused credits to be en- 
tered on the books of the department, in favor of 
the plaintiffs, to the amount of $122,000; that the 
defendant was subsequently appointed postmaster 
general, and “‘wrongtully, oppressively,” &c. caus- 
ed the said credits, upon which payments had been 
inade, to be suspended on the books, and recharged 
to the plaintiffs, so that it was untruly, unlawfully 
and oppressively made to appear on the said books 
that the plaintiffs were indebted to the department 
in the said sum of $122,000, whereby they were 
unable to obtain large sums of money leraify earn: 
ed by them as contractors for other services, and 
were subjected to great expenses, delays, injuries 
and embarrassments, and were greatly injured in 
their credit and business, and suffered great losses 
in complying with their contracts with the depart- 
ment, &c. &c. 


The second connt is for omitting, neglecting 
and refusing, for a long space of time—viz: two 
years—to pay to the plaintiffs, &c. contrary to the 
duties and obligations of his office. 


The third count sets out the act of congress of 
the 2d July, 1836, by which the solicitor of the 
treasury was authorised and directed to settle and 
adjust the claims of the plaiutitis for the said extra 
services, and directing the postmaster general to 
give credit for the amount which should be found 
by the solicitor. 


That the award was made for $161,563 89; 
whereby it became the duty of the postmaster ge- 
neral to give credit, &c. that he refused, &c. 


The case was opened by Mr. R. 8S. Coxe for the 
plaintiffs, with a clear and forcible detail ofthe 
grievances complained of, gabe a longand 
systematic course of alleged acts of oppression, 
and obstinate disregard of the requirements of law 
and the obligations of office, overwhelming the 
plaintiffs with difficulties and embarrassments, un- 
der which one of the partners (Mr. R. C. Stock- 
ion) had sunk into an untimely grave. He reca- 
pitulated the various circumstances of aggravation 
characterising the case—the re-opening of matters 
settled by the defendant’s predecessors according to 
law; the sudden charging of such an immense sum; 
the application of moneys earned from time to 
time afterwards, upon other contracts, to the sa- 
tisfaction of this fictitious balance; the peremptory 
and arrogant refusal of the defendant to be govein- 
ed by congress in the act of July, 1836; by the so- 
licitor, who had been clothed with full powers, 
and who inade his award; by the judiciary com- 
mittee of the senate; by the unanimous vote of the 
senate; by the unanimous decision of the circuit 
court in the mandamus case; and, finally, the re- 
luctant and tardy submission to the unanimous 
judgment of the supreme court—unanimous as to 
the condemnation of the defendant’s act. 


Mr. Dent opened the case for the defendant, who 
proposed to show that the plaintiffs were not con- 
tractors with the department; that no such award 
was inade, as alleged; and that the defendant had 
done nothing more than his duty. 


The evidence, principally documentary, has not 
yet been concluded on the part of the plaintiffs. 
Counsel for the plaintifis, Messrs. R. S. Coxe, 
M. St. C. Clarke and J.H. Eaton. For the defen- 
dant, gen. Jones and Mr. Dent. 
VIRGINIA. 
Popular vote of the state. 





Van Buren majority in Valley 1,879 


Van Buren. Whig. 
Aggregate vote 43,893 42,501 
42,501 
Van Buren majority 1,392 
Whig majority in East* Virginia 1,791 
Van Bueen majority in West Virginia 1,298 





*\'rom Frederick and Baltimore counties. 





*East Virginia is Old Virginia proper. 


eu seeps CAROLINA, 
Uxtract from the speech of gov. Dudlew 
opening of the late session of the lesistatus * OD the 
As it is the part of wisdom to profit by e 
ence, it is necessary and proper to refer to tha meet 
of the revolution, and particularly where cor a 
with our peculiar interest, the better to enable « 
avoid the evil and embrace the good. © Nal 
The Bank of the United States, which grew 
of the necessities of the country, at two period a 
great distress, (and which would seem a] . 
give sacredness to its existence), and which 
ed every purpose promised by its most Sangyj 
friends, or anticipated by the public, was ddomed 
executive hostility, because it would not yield My 
tical obedience. It was recharted by congress 
vetoed by the president. The public mone de 
then removed from its lawful place of deposits a 
the Bank of the United States, to the local bari 
by the president, under the plea that it was unsafe 
This ground, taken by the president, was disprove 
by a report from a committee of congress. 
The senate of the United States became alarma 
at these indications of violence and usurpation, anj 
declared the removal of the deposites unconstity. 
tional. The president appealed to the people, against 
both the bank and the senate—declaring the ban} 
dangerous to the liberties of the country—a monste, 
of foreign materials; and that a better curren 
could be given by the local banks, without the day. 
ger; and that the senate had done him gross injus. 
tice. The appeal was sustained. Nothing was re. 
collected but his splendid and successful inj!jta 
career. Several of the state legislatures were fille 
by his partizans, who supported his opposition to the 
bank, and instructed their senators to expunge the 
resolution declaring his act unconstitution {or p. 
moving the deposites, or to resign their seats to more 
unscrupulous hands; and it was done. Some yield. 
ed to the servile act, in defacing the journals of tig 
senate; and others, through a cherished though ini. 
taken abstraction, abandoned their posts; which has 
impaired, and, if continued, will destroy the most 
stable and valuable part of our constitution, and, in 
all probability, the government itself. 
The house of representatives could not but feel 
the influence of the will of the people concentrated 
in the executive. His power was tremendons enough 
to intoxicate the brain of a less philosophical chief, 
The fate of the bank was decided. The deposites 
were retained in the local banks, and recommended 
to be loaned out.. Banks increased rapidly, and dis. 
counted freely. The disbursements of the goven- 
ment increased some fifty per cent. or about twelve 
millions of dollars annually. Property and labor of 
all kinds rose in price. Public works were con: 
menced, andsome completed, of vast magnitude; and 
general prosperity reigned, not only in this country 
but in Europe. Up to 1834, under the operations 
of the “bill of abominations,” the payment of the 
public debt, mostly due to Europeans, filled that 
country with money seeking investments; a great 
deal of which was taken by our states, banks, rail 
roads, canals and manufacturing companies, and re- 
turned to this country at a rate of interest higher 
than had been given by the government. Whether 
designed or not, this command and disbursement of 
large amounts of money, completely, at the time, 
covered the consequences of the destruction of the 
Bank of the United States, and gave to the couutry 
a hollow and fictitious prosperity. . 
Notwithstanding the great increase of expendi: 
tures, some forty millions of surplus had accumula: 
ed in the vaults of the local banks. Upon a previous 
occasion, the president had advised a distribution, 
and after a fierce struggle in congress, an act Wa 
passed directing it to be deposited with the slates 
and although his views had subsequently undergovt 
a change, he reluctantly approved the measure. 
Foreign capitalists, used to wars and convulsidll 
watched the operations of our government will! 
vision true to their interests; and, taking alarm at 
the attack of the president on foreign capital, his! 
volutionary spirit and daring usurpations, withdre# 
their funds, in time, to a place of safety. The bank 
commenced curtailing, to meet the provisions of ll 
distribution act. But it was soon discovered thal 
could not, with other demands, be met; and US 
ension of specie payments ensued throughout the 
and. A tremendous and frightful revolution, ' 
every branch of business took place; and credil al 
confidence was shaken to the centre. Money 
came more scarce in both hemispheres; it seé! 
indeed, to have vanished. Interest rose, and wl"! 
difficulty negotiations could be effected on any ter™ 
Instead of coolly investigating the causes, and * 
plying such relief as his elevated and powerful po! 
tion might command, to save thousands from 
and distress, the president denounced the local bal! 
as worthless and faithless—pursued them with a! 
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ablic indignation—made them the stalking horse 
°Y> ON them r the demagogue—robbed them of the people’s con- 
e, Hadence and paralyzed all their useful energies. But, 
¥ exper, his own act, the deposite of the public moneys, 
he CAlises MME she banks had been stimulated to wild expansion— 
Onnectes ne were for the most part, controlled by bis own 
able us to litical friends, and were the creatures of his de- 

yoted states. ‘ . 

Stew ou Tp the treasury circular, the president added ano- 
eTIOds of MMM her link to the already lengthened chain of execu- 


almost 4, ive usurpation. This circular required specie only 
1 answer. MM 1 be received at the land offices, which checked 
Saguine MM gales, and, by further alarming the capitalists, added 
loomed {g nother blow to the already sinking credit of the 
leld polj. banks. Congress ventured on a vote of disapproba- 
Tess, but MM tion, by a large majority in both houses, repealing 
ONY wag MM he order. But the president placed it in his pocket, 
Posite, jp and thus defeated it. 

al banks, The president’s popularity was yet so powerful as 
8 Unsafe, IMB to contribute very largely to the election of his suc- 


disproved cessor, the present incumbent, whose other claims 
on the confidence and affectioi of the American peo- 


> alarmed MME ole were certainly questionable. He premised, how- 
ition, and ever, to tread in the footsteps of his illustrious pre- 
'COnstitu. HM decessor, and declared that it was glory enough to 
©, against MMB have served under such a chief; and the people were 


the bank satisfied. 
A Monster The present incumbent came into power at a pe- 
Currency MMM riod most unfortunate for bimself and for the coun- 


| the dan. try. A reaction, as we have shown, had commenc- 
OSS 1njus: MMR jin a bloated and boasted prosperity; and he had 
& Was re. pledged himself to the course best calculated to urge 
: military iton. He had, in his zeal to support the views of 
vere filled his predecessor, denounced a bank of the United 
ton to the States as unconstitutional, and cut off all relief from 
unge the MM that quarter. ‘The local banks have been denounced 
N tor re. asunworthy of public confidence; and he sunk them 
s to more yet lower by concarring in theircondemnation. The 
— yield affairs of the country had become desperate—money 
als of lie MM scarce, and bank notes depreciated—the prices of 
ugh wr property and labor tunbling down—improvements 
hich bas suspended—and bankruptcies numerous. Indeed so 
the moe gloomy were the affairs of the country, that the pre- 
n, and, in HM sident convened an extra session of congress, to de- 
vise means Of relief; to whom he gravely recom- 
t but feel MME mended the withdral of the public money from 
tie their former places of deposite, and to lock them up 
‘eal chet in safes and vaults, as the remedy. 
depositesfame 48 @ part of bis argument for a sub-treasury, he 
mmendediag dectied institutions which had been used, from the 
, and dis. establishinent of the government, as depositories; 
e govern: and which, in times of emergency, responded patri- 
ut (welve dtically to the calls of government; and which had 
4 labor ofa sided the great interests of this country to enter ho- 
rere coma POtably the lists of competition, in all necessary and 
itude; and valuable works of improvement, with those of the 
§ country old world. At the first moment of difficulty, they 





















are condemned as unworthy of public confidence, 


yperations ; al oe 
P andeven dangerous to liberty. Again, in Decem- 


nt of the 


Giled thaiagl Ut, 1837-’38, this sub-treasury is pressed on the 
3; a gieatfmm Consideration of congress, as the grand panacea of 
anks, rile 2 our woes. 

s, and re: Congress was composed of a majority of his friends, 
est higher and it is quite immaterial whether they considered 
Whether his project incompetent for the crisis, defective in 
sement of MM principle, or nerveless in expediency—it was re- 
the time, jected. 

ion of the ©The president now seemed to take the matter se- 


e couullyM riously to heart. The only measure he had concoct- 


ed, by the aid of the secretary of the treasury, must 
hot be treated so lightly. His forces are inarshalled 
anew—the unfaithiul discharged, and more supple 
tools putin their places. They open their battery 
on the dead bank. The dying and living banks they 
represent them as the hydra-headed monster, against 
Which the former president had to exert his Hercu- 
lean strength to keepin check. Corporations of all 
kinds were declared dangerous to liberty, to the poor 
tid to deinocracy. Congress convenes, and the pre- 
ident draws a strong and vivid picture of the dis- 
tresses of the country, and again recommends the 

ocking up of the public money in safes and vaults, 
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witent the means of relief. This doubtless was pro for- 
Phe 7a ma, as he had no money in the treasury to be locked 
wee ( up. The fact that he has had to issue, {rom time to 
ret 


time, treasury notes, shows how preposterous it is 


and ov to expect relief at present, at least, froin a scheme 
ighout "SS on which the government is destitute of the mate- 
lution, "SEE nals to operate. 

credit ali 


Money Dell i, make this sub treasury scheme a law, the state 
it seine as) ew Jersey has been disfranchised—her legal 
~ and will official attestatious trampled under faot—her 


80 ; + . . . 
any terms tuted ey violated—her rights disregarded and in- 
3, and PHM in the" y the friends of the present administration 
erful posi the: ‘ne of representatives, by refusing seate in 
from Tul I body to persons regularly commissioned under 


ler authority, and clothed with ail the attributes of 


ocal ba" her sovare; ; og 
with an! Shion Bene: By this act, every state in the 
the full t teparded received a blow which should not be dis- 


By the request of the governor of New 








Jersey, I herewith submit the resolutions of her as- 
sembly on this subject, marked A. 


While the rights of New Jersey were being dese- 
crated in the house of representatives, the senate 
was engaged in passing a resolution, gratuitously 
refusing to assume the debts of the states, alike in- 
sulting to their feelings and injurious to their cha- 
racter. If, under circumstances of peculiar hardship 
and distress, a state were to petition congress to as- 
sume her duties, and congress were to do so, it 
would not differ in principle from assistance granted 
to an ally in distress by war, or to the relief afforded 
Caracas suffering from the effects of an earthquake, 
or to New York when almost devastated by fire.— 
At all events, a state would be entitled to a respect- 
ful attention and friendly consideration, but to re- 
fuse without being asked, is marked with the gross- 
est impropriety and injustice. Tbe senate knew 
that many of the states were engaged in improve- 
ments of great importance, and depended on nego- 
tiating loans in Europe to complete them, and re- 
quiring unimpaired credit for advantageous success; 
which was necessarily injured by that action of the 
senate, and the works most probably defeated. 


It is true that North Carolina has no public debt; 
but it is not the less injurious and insulting to her 
character, to be told by her servants, (who are pre- 
suined to know), in the senate chamber, that she is 
unworthy of credit; and such a declaration by the 
senate, when seen in distant parts of the world, 
where negotiations for money are sought, must be 
injurious to her credit, and probably would have 
defeated her object, if she had attempted to procure 
the loan contemplated by the act of your last session. 

Now, gentlemen, I have shown you the destruc- 
tion of the national bank, in total disregard of the 
wish of congress and the mercantile and commercial 
parts of the nation; the violation of law and contract 
in the removal of the public treasure froin the place 
where the representatives of the country directed, 
under a false allegation; the issuing a specie circu- 
lar, at the executive will, and the continuing its 
operation after congress had condemned it; placing 
the public money in favorite local banks, and urging 
thein;to use it in expanding discounts—and, because 
they could not return it when called for, denouncing 
and persecuting them; the outrage upon the sove- 
reignty of New Jersey; the gross and gratuitous in- 
sult upon the character and credit of all the states, 
were enough, surely, without referring to the opera- 
tions of trade, or the abuse of the banking privilege, 
to alarm capitalists as to the stability and integrity 
of our institutions—to banish money and destroy 
credit—in fine, to produce the terrible pecuniary re- 
vulsion which has shaken our country to its centre, 
bringing ruin and distress on thousands. And the 
sub-treasury remedy, gentlemen, for diseases like 
these! Surely the Sangrado theory never has been 
so graphically illustrated. ‘The weakness and ina- 
dequacy of the proposed remedy is, indeed, like 
sporting with our wrongs and sufferings. 


What good can result from the withdrawal of all 
rovernmental connexion—all its fiscal operations, 
from the banks, and leaving the states to regulate 
the currency among themselves as they best may? 
It is like separating the head from the body, and ex- 
pecting their joint functions to be continued. The 
president says that the banks form a chain of depen- 
dence from one end of our country to the other, and 
that it “‘reaches across the ocean and ends in Lon- 
don, the centre of the credit system;” and with this 
chain of dependence, of mighty magnitude, he will 
have nothing to do, but leave us to the tender mer- 
cies of the English, to regulate our currency and 
credit, perfectly indifferent to our fate, so that the 
government and its officers get their dues in gold 
and silver. 

The president certainly looks toa total destruction 
of all banks when he says, ‘‘it is moreover a princi- 
ple, than which none is better settled by experience, 
that the supply of the precious metals will always be 
found adequate to the uses for which they are re- 
quired. They abound in countries where no other 
currency is allowed.” Like the fabled appearance 
of men in Rhoderick Dhu, it is only necessary to 
will, and we shall have a plenty of specie, which 
seems to be so dear to his feelings. He overlooks, 
or forgets entirely, the sacrifices to which we must 
submit to obtain it in competition with those coun- 
tries where it is now held. It will be first necessary 
to make the balance of trade preponderate in our fa- 
vor in order to effect this, (the aid of bank credit 
and our hitherto liberal and enlightened policy hav- 
ing been dispensed with). We must submit to the 
European and Asiatic prices of labor, their rigid 
ecouomy, their grinding slavish habits of toil, before 
we can successfully compete with therm in trade, 
agriculture and manufactures, or produce a balance 
in our favor to be discharged in coin. To expecta 
permanence of the precious metals from a forced 





and unnatural importation, would be about as ra- 
tional as to attempt a suspension of the laws of gra- 
Vitation, 

The president says, “in a country so commercial 
as ours, banks in some form will probably always 
exist,” and thinks the sub-treasury will deprive 
them of the character of monopolies, and be a salu- 
tary regulator, and keep them in check. In this 
expectation of the continuance of banks, he may be 
sincere; but the recent destruction of these institu- 
tions in the District of Columbia, shows very con- 
clusively the wish and intention of his party. The 
collection of gold and silver in the dues of the U. 
States, may have some influence on the banks in the 
large cities, where large disbursements are made; 
and where the balance of trade concentrates, they 
will no doubt be least injured and enabled to exist; 
and on New York he must have had his attention 
fixed, when he made this assertion as to the proba- 
ble existence of banks; but to remote places, agri- 
cultural and interior states, what other than a dele- 
terious influence can it have, whence the specie must 
be drained constantly in payment of the dues to the 
United States, without any probability of an invigo- 
rating reflux. 

It is due to the state, and necessary to a restora- 
tion of our happy, prosperous and honorable condi- 
tion, as far as is in our power, to mark with unguali- 
fied reprobation, this infringement on the rights and 
credit of the states—this war on the institutions and 
capital of the country. For whenthe accumulation 
of wealth is the result of industry, economy and 
skill, is certainly honorable to the owner, and whe- 
ther it consists in lands, chattels or stock, is unques- 
tionably entitled to the stern protection of the law; 
and the person, it matters not what his standing or 
position in society, who indulges in the practice of 
misrepresenting and detracting from the value of 
either, deserves its severest lash. Let us put the 
seal of reprobation on the unfaithful officer who vio- 
lates the constitution in letter or spirit. Let us in- 
form the president that we consider the purposes of 
government to mean something more important, as 
the regulator of “trade and commerce with the 
states,” than merely picking out the gold and silver 
from the currency, in discharge of the public dues, 
to pay out to the officers. That the currency of the 
country, no matter of what it consists, must be the 
medium of exchange, and is as essential to “trade 
and commerce with the states,” as the circulation of 
the blood is to the animal existence, and as necessa- 
ry to a healthy state to be regulated by a central 
power, as the other is to flow from the heatt. Gold 
anc silver are tests of the value of the currency, be 
it what it may, and if so applied, are valuable; but 
their intrinsic value is of small consideration, com- 
pared to the advantages of bank notes, checks and 
bills of exchange, as a medium of exchange. What 
power should apply this regulator? Certainly the 
United States, for none other can. 


Counsellors. The following gentlemen were, on 
Friday, elected counsellors of state: Messrs. John 
A. Anderson, of Hertford; Willie Perry, of Frank- 
lin; Thomas McGehee, of Person; Johnson Busbee, 
of Wake; Isaac T. Avery, of Cumberland; James 
P. Leak, of Richmond; and Allen Goodwin, of 
Chatham. 

French spoliations. The legislature of this state 
have adopted resolutions recommending their sena- 
tors and representatives in congress to vote for the 
bill to pay the spoliations by the French previous 
to 1800, 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Census. The total population of South Carolina, 
according to the last census, is 504,439, showing an 
increase of 10 percent. during the last ten years. 


GEORGIA. 

The legislature of this state adjourned on Satur- 
day week. A list of the acts which had received 
the approbation of the governor of the state up to 
noon of Monday following (186 in number) is gi- 
ven in the Milledgeville Recorder of December 29. 
The recorder adds that eight bills had not received 
(and probably would not receive) the sanction of 
executive approval. Among them were the qua- 
rantine bill in reference to the state of Maine, (in- 
tended asa set off to the refusal by the state of Maine 
to deliver up certain alledged fugitives from justice 
in Georgia), the Sumter county precinct bill, and 
the bill for repealing the act against carrying dead- 
ly weapons. [ Nat. Int. 

ALABAMA. 

Banks. A letter from Tuscaloosa in the Mobile 
Chronicle, notices the following as among the pro- 
ceedings of the legislature of that state: _ 

“A bill was received from the senate authorising 
the banks in this state to purchase property under 
mortgage or deed of trust to the bank, when expos- 
ed for sale—provided that the bank shall in no case 
bid higher than the amount of the debt which the 
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property is intended to secure to the bank. Ano- 


ther bill is before the senate, and has been ordered 
to a third reading, empowering the several boards 
of directors to compound and compromise with debt- 
ors, take property, &c. at the discretion of the di- 
rectory. The bill also provides for the appointment 
of bank marshals in the several counties of this 
state. It is the most important measure of the ses- 
sion, in my humble opinion; and one indispensably 
called for by the exegency of the times, and the 
condition of the banks. It will certainly pass the 
senate, a8 it has already been ordered to a third 
reading (a test question) by a decided majority.— 
I think there is no doubt of its passage also in the 
house, without any material alteration or amend- 
ment.” 

Insurrection. The Mobile Journal says, there have 
been sundry rumors in town for some days of an in- 
tended insurrection, in Sumpter county, which has 
been detected and suppressed. Other counties were 
mentioned aa the scenes of like events, among which 
we name Montgomery and Clarke. The causes for 
apprehending a servile rising are stated to have been 
many, but the principal among them was the state- 
ment of a Choctaw Indian named Henry, implicat- 
ing a Choctaw chief, “Little Leader,” as having 
projected a rising of the negroes and Indians against 
the whites, and confessing himself to have been em- 
ployed as an agent. The Indians, chief and many 
slaves were consequently arrested, and the country 
put into a state of military defence. The arrest 
amounted to twenty or thirty. The examination 
of these parties occupied several days, when the 
Indians were discharged—no evidence appearing 
against them. Lede 

We copy the subjoined paragraph from one of the 
Alabama newspapers, been a confirmation of a re- 
port which we had seen before, but which, from its 
apparent ry syrah 4 we at first rejected as un- 
true. If it be true, there was certainly very extra- 
ordinary negligence cn the part of the electors, who, 
if perchance ignorant of the express requisitions of 
the constitution, ought at least, after travelling to 
the seat of government to give their votes, to have 
consulted, in their proceedings, the injunctions of 
the instrument from which they derived their autho- 
rity to vote at all. We canscarcely believe the re- 
port. We yet trust, indeed, that the report is all a 
mistake, rather than that the electors of the state of 
Alabama should have made sucha blunder as to 
vitiate their votes by their manner of giving them. 

[ Nat. Int. 

Electoral vote of Alabama. It seems that, by in- 
formality in conducting the proceedings in the elec- 
toral college of this-state, the vote of Alabama for 
president and vice president will be lost. The consti- 
tution of the United States provides that the mode 
of voting in the electoral colleges for president and 
vice president shall be by ba/lot—that the two shall 
be voted for by diszinci ballots—and that these facts 
shall appear on the face of the certificate of elec- 
tion. According to the order of proceeding in the 
electoral college of this state, as given in our last 
paper, from the Tuscaloosa Monitor, the electors 
did not vote by baliot, and distinctly for each officer, 
but by viva voce—-each elector rising when his naine 
was called and responding ‘‘Martin Van Buren, of 
New York, for president of the United States, and 
Richard M. Johnson, for vice president.”” Of course 
this departure from the plan expressly laid down in 
the constitution of the Uunited States will as effec- 
tually nullify and abrogate the vote of the state, 
when the certificates come to be opened and the 
ballots counted in Washington, as would the adop- 
tion of the viva voce systein by an individual in our 
state elections destrov his vote. It was a strange 
oversight or culpable ignorance in the electors to 
conduct the proceedings as they did, but, under the 
circumstances of the great difference between the 
votes for general Harrison and Mr. Van Buren, one 
which will be attended by no worse consequences 
than the loss of Alabama’s seven votes to Mr. Van 
Buren and his party in this state. Had the two 
candidates, however, been within a few votes of 
each other, the consequences inight have been no 
less than the soaene of a man as president, with- 

majority of suffrages. 
oT Re Florence ( Ala.) Eng. Dec. 19. 
TENNESSEE. 

United States senator. We learn from the Globe 
that the governor of Tennessee has appointed the 
hon. A. O. P. Nicholson, of Maury county, to sup- 

ly the vacancy in congress occasioned by the death 
of Mr. Grundy. Mr. Nicholson is a Van Buren 
man. 

OHIO. 

Small notes. We learn that the resolution repeal- 
ing the act which prohibits the Ohio banks froin is- 
suing small notes, bas passed both branches of the 
legislature of that state, and only requires the sig- 


INDIANA. 

Governor Walluce’s message. We are indebted to 
an intelligent correspondent for the following notice 
of the message of the governor to the legislature of 
the state of Indiana. { Nat. Intel. 

I have been favored with a copy of the message 
of governor Wallace to the present general assem- 
bly of Indiana. I have carefully perused it, and 
with the utmost satisfaction. He touches with sin- 
gular ability the various subjects worthy of legisla- 
tiveaction. His recommendations evince a thorough 
knowledge of the peculiar condition of that young 
and growing state, and are marked with a provident 
and comprehensive forecast. It is well known that 
the depressed condition of the peeuniary affairs of 
our country has arrested the prosecution of those 
schemes of internal improvement in almost every 
portion of the union which, a few years since, were 
commenced under such flattering auspices. Go- 
vernor Wallace recommenis that a few of the lead- 
ing works, which have been partially prosecuted, 
be completed, and his views will commend them- 
selves to the judgment of every unprejudiced rea- 
der. He recommends a reduction of the number 
of senators and representatives in the general as- 
sembly. He thinks it will materially lessen the 
public burdens, while a diminished number will 
discharge all the duties of a deliberative assembly 
with equal efficiency. I was gratified with the 
view ot affairs he presents in the following passage: 

‘Restricting our observations to the narrower 
sphere of our own state, we find, even through the 
surrounding gloom which has gathered over the pe- 
cuniary condition of our citizens, enough to claim 
our most fervent acknowledgments to the Giver of 
all good. We have received from the Divine hand 
the choicest tokens of its favor. The teeming earth 
has rewarded the tiller of its soil. No desolating 
pestilence has invaded our limits, and filled our 
homes with lamentation and wo. The reviving 
spirit of enterprise has awakened to its labors, and 
cheerful industry has resumed its gainful pursuits. 
The means of education, moral inprovement, and 
religious culture have been extended to every class, 
and their auspicious effects are seen as well in the 
general ditfusion of intelligence as in the elevated 
character of the people. The sovereignty of the 
laws has been respected; a jealous observance of 
the public peace has eminently distinguished the 
conduct of our citizens; for, although we have just 
closed one of the most heated and exciting contests 
recorded in our history, yet they in no instance, as 
far as mv knowledge extends, have permitted riot 
to disturb, bloodshed to disgrace, or intemperance 
to degrade any of their frequent and numerous as- 
semblages.”’ 

Governor Wallace recommends to the legislature 
the propriety of adopting resolutions instructing the 
senators and requesting the representatives in con- 
gress from that state to use their exertions to pro- 
cure the passage of a bill distributing the proceeds 
of the public lands among the several states. His 
views are worthy of consideration. He remarks as 
follows: 

‘‘With a view to relieve the people from the op- 
pressive taxation which we see otherwise awaits 
them, I, on a former occasion, urged the propriety 
of claiming our distributive share of the proceeds 
uf the sales of the public lands, The singular course 
pursued by some of the distinguished leaders of the 

resent administration in congress renders it more 
imperative than ever upon the states to contend for 
the strict letter of their rights. I speak at least for 
Indiana, She has not asked, nor has she, directly 






$$. 
$3,000,000. ‘The fate of that bill is known to 4, 
nation and is a subject of poignant regret. (o,, 
gress having, by appropriate legislation, giyey, ,,. 
terance to the public will, in the only form in Which 
it could be authentically expressed, that wij| Was 
contemned and defeated by the arbitrary anq yy, 
precedented action of the executive branch Of the 
government. The aggravated injustice of that ag 
of the late president is equalled only by the pre. 
sumptuous insolence of the friends of the presen 
executive in congress, in impeaching the honor of 
the sovereign states which form our glorious Union 
and denouncing them as bankrupts in fortune ang 
in fame. We are cheered, however, by the auspi. 
cious promise of the future—by the hope that tha 
constitutional limitations of the government will b, 
respected, whilst its powers are exercised wige| 
for the good of the whole people, and that the pu}. 
lic will, the only legitimate foundation of republicay 
institutions, will be obeyed by the public servant. 
[ beg to suggest to you the propriety of instructing 
our senators and requesting our representatives ;, 
congress to demand, as a matter of right on the part 
of Indiana, her distributive share of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands. With those funds g 
your disposal, you can exempt the people in a ines. 
sure from taxation, promote the cause of education, 
prosecute our system of internal improvement, ani 
greatly increase the wealth and prosperity of the 
state.” 


The governor makes the following pointed ob. 
servations in relation to the legislation of congress 
over the District of Columbia: 


“It affords me pleasure to comply with the re. 
quest of the citizens of the city and county of Wash. 
ington and the county of Alexandria, by presentiig 
to you acopy of the address of their delegates in 
convention assembled, to the people of the United 
States and to their several legislatures. No aie. 
quate motive can be assigned for the extraordinary 
legislation which forms the ground of complain, 
oder than the fixed determination of the majority 
in congress to punish the frank and unreserved ey. 
pression of opinion on the part of the people of th 
District. This insufferable breach of justice ay; 
good faith, perpetrated to the selected guardians of 
the nation’s honor and the people’s constitution, 
should create a sensation reaching to the remotes 
limits of our wide spead country. It is in keeping 
with the conduct of those who disfranchised a «. 
vereign state, and trampled under foot the right of 
the people to select their representatives, with, 
view of carrying into effect the repudiated policy 
of their chief. With such, right and might are sy. 
nonymous terms. The withdrawal of the charter 
of the banks was done professedly to carry out the 
policy of government in reference to the currency, 
So wide is the variation, however, between the pro- 
fession and the practice of the men who laid their 
ruthless hands upon those institutions, that it is in 
vain to seek in that pretext for the motive that led 
to the destruction of the fiscal agencies deemed re- 
cessary in the District for the protection of con- 
merce and industry. The change in its municipal 
charter, relative to the elective franchise, in def- 
ance of the wishes of the inhabitants, was an inde- 
fensible exercise of power. 


“It is of incalculable importance to every con- 
munity that the safeguards and peculiar institutions 
which it deems necessary to the efficient preserve 
tion of the peace, good order and safety of society 
should be preserved inviolate. The District having 
no representative, congress should exert a protect: 





or indirectly, intimated an intention of asking, the 
general government to assume the payment of her 
debts, nor, to my knowledge, have any of the states; 
yet we have witnessed a most disreputable effort, 
in a certain quarter, to discredit the good faith and 
resources of the states, upon the gratuitous assump- 
tion that there was an intended movement on their 
part to aconmpien that purpose through the agency 
of the national legislature. By the deeds of cession 
of the several states, and especially of Virginia, the 
ceded lands were designed as a common fund for 
the use and benefit of all the states then admitted, 
or that might aflerwards be admitted, into the union. 
The general government was created a trustee, with 
powers aud duties clearly defined. Its authority 
over the national domain evidently consists in faith- 
fully carrying into effect the beneficent object of the 
ceding states, and its obligation to do so is solemn 
and imposing. From 1832 to September the 30th, 
1838, the fund derived from the sales of the public 
lands amounted to $63,443,308, and the sales since 
made have largely increased it. Have we not, there- 
fore, a right to demand of this trustee our share of 
the fund, and especially of that portion of it which 
has accrued since the extinction of the public debt? 
According to the distributive principle of Mr. 





nature of the governor to become a law. 


(lay’s land bill, ladiana would be entitled to about 


ing care over her interests, and faithfully reflect het 
views in relation to her own domestic polity. A! 
enlightened nation will not silently acquiesce in the 
| asserted right of congress to make experimen! 
upon the District, and to tamper with her mo 
precious interests, against the known and expres 
ed will of her people. Referring you to the m2 
terly and eloquent address for detailed informatio’ 
perinit me to submit to you the propriety of adop' 
ing such resolutions as the scene of justice and tlt 
promptings of sympathy may suggest.” 
ILLINOIS. ig 
Capitol. The house ot representatives of Iilino! 
has passed a resolution for the appointment o!® 
joint select committee to inquire into the expedient) 
of repealing all laws providing for the removal 0 
the seat of government from Vandalia to Springfield 
and to provide for the removal of the seat of gover 
ment back to Vandalia until the state debt is pal’ 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. Up" 
this a writer from Springfield remarks: The ob)° 
of it is to cut off all further appropriations to co™ 
plete the state house until the state debt is pa 


(which cannot possibly be done for the next for’ 


not mature for that length of time and upwat : 
and yet if this economical representative frou Bove 





years, even if we had the means, as the bonds W'S 
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can succeed in his plan, the state house, upon which 
over 200,000 has been expended, would remain un- 
fished, and suffered to go to ruin, as another evi- 
dence of the instability, folly and uncertainty. of 
[ilinvis legislation. 

We published yesterday a letter from Springfield, 
Jllinois, giving an account of the rejection by the 
legislature of the bill to provide for the payment of 
the interest on the state debt. The Louisville Jour- 
nal received yestercay, says: 

“We now learn from a gentleman direct from 
Springfield, that afterwards, on Monday the 14th, a 
resolution passed the house, and subsequently the 
senate, providing for the hypothecation, in New 
York, of bonds to the amount of $300,000 for the 
payment of the interest due in January. The fund 
commissioner was to proceed forthwith to New 
York to arrange the matter. The difficulties in the 
way of a general arrangement for meeting the state 
liabilities are, that the loco focos desire to exclude 
from such arrangement all bonds, even in the bands 


of innocent holders, where the consideration for | 


them has not actually been received by the state; 
and that they are not willing to pledge the resources 
of the state to meet the interest of the bonds issued 
and to be issued.” 

MISSOURI. 

The St. Louis Evening Gazette gives the annex- 
ed abstract of the message of governor Boggs, sub- 
mitted to the legislature of that state at the opening 
of its present session. 

It will be seen that the governor sets his face 
against most of the projected improvements. The 
Iron Mountain rail road; making slack water in the 
Maranec; making a canal from the Maranec; slack- 
ing the water in Salt river; would all do some good, 
but then they cost too much money. The Osage 
river and Grand river however are exceptions; 
and so the friends of internal improvement, rather 
than get no bread, must content themselves with half 
a loaf. 

The state it will be seen is not muchin debt, and 
has got a surplus in the treasury. 

The currency bill of the last legislature is aban- 
doned by governor Boggs, who thinks it right 
enough to let the people swap big dogs for puppies, 
in their private transactions, and not to be troub- 
ling a man with legislative pains and penalties, 
because he is willing to take, for example, dried 
leaves for smoked ham; both parties having their eyes 
open. 

He says that since the settlement of difficulties and 
agreement upon a “truce’* between the council of 
lowa and the county court of Clark county, of which 
however he did not approve, there has been no dis- 
turbance on that frontier. He urges that Missouri 
should insist upon the boundary she has been con- 
tending for and go before congress with a memorial 
to that effect. 

The state university will next year be opened for 
pupiis. 

The superintendent of schools may be expected 
to report. Meanwhile the governor recommends 
that the proceeds arising from the sales of 16th sec- 
tions be deposited in the state bank for the benefit 
of the several townships interested. The governor 
thinks that the money will be safer there than in 
the several counties, and we agree with him. The 
whole ainount of this fund is supposed to exceeed 
$300,000. 

The anti-Mormon forces have received in pay- 
meat for their services only a hundred thousand dol- 
lars or one-half the amount appropriated. This was 
re to the fact that the money could not be bor- 
rowed. 

The state has got a bad name, says the governor, 
by reason of the Mormon difficulty; and the governor 
wishes the evidence in the case published so as to 
retrieve her reputation. For our part, we think gov. 
Boggs, by his indiscreet management of that affair, 
has contributed to the very evil of which he com- 
plains. But we doubt not the world at large can dis- 
criminate between a gang of marauders and the good 
people of this state. 

FLORIDA. 

Late Indian news. The steamer St. Mathews, 
capt. Van Vechten, arrived at St. Marks on Friday 
last, after a short passage from Tampa Bay. 

Captain Vau Vechten brings letters of a recent 
date from the U. 8S. officers in that neighborhood, 
which together with the verbal information brought, 
are of a very gratifying character. It is the pre- 
vailing impression of all at Tampa Bay, that the 
Indians are anxious for peace; and although they 
are crafty and treacherous themselves, and suspici- 
ous of craft and treachery from others, yet that they 
are heartily tired of the war, and that means will be 
found to produce an arrangement satisfactory to 
them and the whites. We hope it may turn outse. 

Tiger Tail, with his warriors, was still at Fort 

0. 4, and lively hopes were entertained by officers 


and men, that our Indian difficulties might soon be 
closed. { Tallahassee Star, Dec. 22. 

We learn from Jacksonville that several families 
have been murdered in Columbia county, within a 
few days, and great consternation exists among the 
inhabitants. 

Orange crop. The St. Augustine Herald contra- 
dicts the report that the orange crop of Florida 
would yield an increase of $20,000 this year over 
last; and adds, the largest crop ever known here was 
two millions of oranges, which at 75 cents per hun- 
dred would amount to $15,000. In 1835, all the 
trees were destroyed, and the young trees have pro- 
duced somewhere towards 100,000 oranges, worth 
about $1,000—that’s all. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

December 30. The bill to establish a board of 
commissioners to examine and decide upon claims 
against the United States was taken up; and, hav- 
ing been read a third time, and the question being 
on its passage— 

Mr. Calhoun rose, and assailed the measure as 
one of the most perniciouscharacier. He had, how- 
ever, often expressed his views on the subject; and 
now only desired to record his vote against the prin- 
ciples of the bill. He asked for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Mangum had an earnest desire to give a more 
careful examination to the measure. It went to 
change the fundamental policy of the governmentin 
regard to claims against the United States; and he 
hoped the senate would consent to let the bill lie on 
the table for a short time, so that the members who 
have only recently taken their seats might have an 
opportunity of examining it. 

Mr. Hubbard expressed his assent to the prope 
sition; but urged the necessity of early and favora- 
ble action on the bill. If it should be passed as it 
had been reported, it would greatly relieve the bu- 
siness of congress. 

Mr. Henderson objected to the bill on the general 
grounds of its conferring too large a discretion upon 
the board, and as not being well calculated to effect 
any benefit to the claimants. 

Mr. Linn made an earnest and animated appeal 
to the senate, in favor of the measure. He was 
surprised that the senator from South Carolina, in 
opposing it, had not presented some substitute; for 
certainly the system now pursued by congress in 
reference to these claims was as bad as possible. 

Mr. Calhoun said that the land bill he had intro- 
duced, would be a subsiitute, in some respects; for 
it would rid congress of the largest class of claims 
and hand them over to the states. He then spoke 
strongly against the bill, as bestowing far too much 
discretion and power on the commissioners. 

Mr. Hubhard said he had heard the arguments of 


the senator froin South Carolina over and over again 


every session since the bill was first introduced; and 
yet the bill had been passed three times by the se- 
nate. 

Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, assailed the bill with 
great vehemence. He regarded it, as in fact, su- 

erseding every department of the government; and 
if it should pass, congress might as well be abolish. 
ed. It would be only a useless body, not worth 
keeping up. 

After some further conversation, in which Mr. 
Huntingdon expressed his concurrence in the gene- 
ral wish for time to consider the character of the 
bill, it was ordered to lie on the table for the pre- 


By Mr. Ruggles, two memorials, each signed by 
forty odd individuals, citizens of Maine, remonstrat- 
ing against the repeal of the fishing bounty. 

Mr. Pierce asked permission to employ aclerk to 
the committee on pensions on the ground of the 
onerous duties imposed, and the necessity that ex- 
isted for frequent conference with the departments. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Norvell, from the committee on commerce 
reported with amendments, the bill authorising the 
erection of light houses and light boats, and the es- 
tablishment of certain buoys and beacon lights. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the bill to authorise the 
issuing of letters testamentary and of administration 
to heirs in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Nicholas, on leave introduced a bill to autho- 
rise experiments to be made of the application of 
steam power for harbor defence. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Tallmadge, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report 
to the senate a list of the drafts drawn by the treasury 
department, or by its order, between the 28th of Febru- 
ary, 1839, and the 4th of July last, and also since the 
4ih day of July last, that have been protested for non- 
payment, or that have been presented for payment 
and not paid on presentment, or that remains unpaid, 
exhibiting, in a tabular form, the date of such drafts; 
the names of the payees, the names and office of the 
drawees, and the place where payable, the time when 
payable, the amount, the time when presented, and the 
time when protested. 

The bill to create an additional land office in the 
state of Michigan, and for other purposes, was taken 
up; and, after being advocated by Mr. Norvell and 
opposed by Mr. Porter, the question on engrossment 
was taken, by yeas and nays, when there appeared 
for it 16, against it 22. 


Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill to revive 
and continue the existence of the banks of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, with a view to make it the special 
order for Monday next. 

Mr. Benton said there were a great many other 
orders set for that day. 

Mr. Tappan did not see the necessity of any hur- 
ry on the subject; it mattered little whether the 
banks were chartered or not this session, as the 
still continued to do business as usual, as well with- 
out their charters as with them. 

Mr. Merrick said he would not contradict the as- 
sertion of the senator from Ohio; but, he must say, 
that his information was very different. The 
banks could do no business—they could not re- 
ceive adollaron deposite,even from a member of 
congress. 

Mr. Tappan asked if the senator had not read in 
the newspapers of the day their advertisements? 

Mr. Merrick said those advertisements related to 
matters incident to the privileges granted by the act 
of the last session. It was a matter of great moment 
to the people of this District that this matter should 
be speedily disposed of. Ever since the 4th of July 
last, the inbabitants of this District have been de- 
prived, by an act of congress, of those privileges 
that were extended to the citizens of the circumja- 
cent states. Why was this? Why should they 
not be placed on the same footing as the inhabitants 
of Maryland and Virginia? He hoped that justice 
at least would be extended. The object he had in 
natwing Monday for its discussion was with a view 
to obtain an early action on the subject, in compli- 





sent. 

Mr. Crittenden, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, reported a bill establishing a uniform bank- 
rupt system throughout the United States. 


Mr. Crittenden took occasion to say that in all 
important features, it was an exact copy of the bill 
which passed the senate at the last session. There 
were some slight alterations; but these were not 
material, and did not affect the principle of the mea- 
sure. 

On motion it was made the special order for 
Thursday next. 


The bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury 
to procure steam vessels for the revenue service, 
was finally passed, and sent to the house for con- 
currence. The senate then adjourned. 


December 31. The vice president laid before the 
senate a letter from the war department, covering 
a report of the chief engineer in the ordinance de- 
partment, showing the most eligible situation for 
fortifications on Lake Champlain, near Lower Ca- 
nada. 

The following merorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Sturgeon, from the president of the Nor- 
ristown and Valley Forge rail road company, ask- 
ing for an extension of the bonds given for payment 





ance with the anxious wishes of the citizens. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, suggested that it would be 
better to fix the day for Thursday next; which Mr. 
M. having acceded to, that day was fixed for the 
discussion. 

The bill to confirm to the state of Indiana the 
lands selected by her for that portion of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal which lies between the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole, and, after a de- 
bate by Mr. Tappan against the bill, and Mr. Smith, 
of Indiana, in support of the claim of that state, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing by a large majority. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of executive business; and, 
after spending some time therein, 

The senate adjourned till Monday next. 


January 4. The senate, to-day, was occupied 
chiefly with the consideration of the bill introduc- 
ed by Mr. Benton, under the fullowing title: 

‘A bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system in favor of settlers on the public 
lands who should inhabit and cultivate the sane 
and raise a log cabin thereon.” ; 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. and Mr. Benton advocated at 
considerable lenzth the provisions of the measure, 





of duties on rail road iron. 


and the general principles of the pre-emption 
| policy. : 
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Mr. Prentwss, of Vermont, opposed the measure 
in a clear and forcible speech. 

Mr. Mangum calied upon the authors and leading 
supportersof the measure to give a more explicit 
exposition of its character, and of the meaning of 
its provisions than they had yet vouchsafed. He 
then proceeded to express his decided hostility to the 
whole system which they wished to establish. He 
thought it unfair and unjust, and calculated to ope- 
rate fur the benefit exclusively of the border popu- 
lation, and against the interests of the old states. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mangum, the phrase- 
ology of the bill was so modified as to limit the be- 
nefits of the bill to free white persons. He also 
moved to amend the bill so as tolimit its benefits to 
citizens of the United States. | 


Mr. Calhoun asked what were the regulations of 
the new states themselves, as to aliens holding land; 
and intimated that he would, by his vote, conform 
to their practice. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said that, so far as he 
knew, aliens were permitted to hold land in all the 
new states, and no inconvenience had resulted from 
the practice. 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, suggested the propriety 
of postponing the further discussion of the bill for 
the present: so as to allow time for more deliberate 
consideration. He stated his impression to be, 
though he did not speak from certain knowledge, 
that the laws of Indiana do not allow aliens to hold 
land. 


Mr. Buchanan avowed his readiness to meet the 
proposition of Mr. Mangum with a decided nega- 
tive. The question, he said, had been raised in 
1838, and after discussion, was decided against im- 
posing any such limitation, so as to exclude fo- 
reigners. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, spoke with great anima- 
tion and earnestness, in favor of the proposition to 
limit the peculiar and extraordinary privilege con- 
ferred by the bill to ciftzens of the United States; 
and avowed his readiness to cast his vote now as 
he «id in 1838. 

After afew remarks from Mr. Buchanan, Mr. 
Benton, and Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the question 
was put and decided in the negative: ayes 12, noes 
30. So the amendment proposed by Mr. Mangum 
was rejected. The bill was then laid over till to- 
morrow. 

Numerous petitions and memorials asking for 
the passage of a law establishing a uniform system 
of bankruptcy, were presented to-day. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, called up the bill intro- 
duced by him providing for the reduction and gra- 
duation of the price of the public lands. 

But it was passed over at the suggestion of Mr. 
Clay, of Kentucky, who said, before the discussion 
should be begun, he wished the information which 
he had called for by resolution, relating to the pub- 
lic lands, to be before the senate. 

Mr. Smith from the committee om the judiciary 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial from 
the territory of Iowa, asking for a certain change 
in its fundamental laws. 

The bill to confirm to the state of Indiana the 
land selected by her, for that portion of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal which lies between the mouth 
of Terre Haute and Tippecanoe river, and for 
other purposes, was passed, and sent to the house 
for concurrence. 

Numerous petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred. The senate ad- 
journed. 


January 5. Thevice presideal submitted a com- 
munication from the governor of the state of Mis- 
souri, transmitting a copy of a law of that state for 
the settlement of the boundary between Missouri 
and Iowa. 

On motionof Mr. Benton, the bill was ordered 
to he printed, and referred to the coinmittee on the 
judiciary. 

Also, a communication from the treasurer of the 
United States with a statement of the contingent 
expenses of the post office department; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the navy depart- 
ment, transmitting sixty copies of the Navy Re- 
gister for 1840; which was laid on the table. 

A number of petitions were presented. 

Mr. Graham, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked ard obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
cause monuments to be erected to the memory of 
brigadier general Francis Nash and brigadier gene- 
ral William Davidson; which was read twice and 
referred to the committee on revolutionary claims. 

Mr. Norvell submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war communicate 
to the senate such additional reports as have been re- 
ceived since those formerly submitted, in reference to 


the construction of the Potomac acqueduct; and also, 
such further information as he may have in reference 
to the kyanizing of the timber for the useof said 
aqueduct. 


Mr. Porter submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quested to inform the senate in what cases the payment 
of undisputed claims, arising under the treaty between 
the United States and the Stockbridge and Mumsee 
Indians, ratified on the 16th May, 1849, has, on pre- 
sentment at the treasury, been suspended or delayed, 
and the case or causesof such suspension or delay, 
and particularly that he state such cause or causes in 
serpent to two claims, of $675 each, in favor of Mead, 
Kellogg & Co. of Detroit, Michigan, assignees in part 
of Robert Konkapot and John T. Hendricks. 

Several private bills were then read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill making compensation to the state of 
New Hampshire for the services of her militia, 
coming up on its third reading—an animated dis- 
cussion arose, in which Messrs. Pterce, Crittenden 
and Hubbard participated. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, would like to have some 
further opportunity to examine this case. There 
were one or two questions which suggested them- 
selves to his mind: whether there had been an ac- 
tual invasion of this territory by a foreign power 
was one; and if not, was there a threatened invasion, 
or imminent danger of an invasion? And then 
there was another question: supposing there was a 
threatened invasion, was there time to apply to the 
general government to repel this threatened inva- 
sion? for to the general government belonged the 
decision whether there should be peace or war.— 
No case less than one of extreme urgency would 
justify the state authorities in deciding on a ques- 
tion of a threatened invasion, and incurring an ex- 
pense which perhaps the general government might 
not think proper. It seemed to him (Mr. Clay) 
that it was proper to ascertain all these facts: had 
there been a military invasion? had there been a 
threatened invasion? and if so, what had New 
Hampshire done under the circumstances? Would 
it not be extending to the state authorities the pow- 
er of the general government, if there was time to 
communicate with the general government, if, 
withont the countenance of the general government, 
they undertook to engage in a conflict with another 
power? All these matters were worthy of inquiry; 
and therefore, he would suggest the propriety of 
laying the bill for the present on the table. 

Mr. Hubbard, in the meantime, would refer se- 
nators for information to a report made by Mr. 
Howard, the chairman of the committee on foreign 
relations in the house in January, 1839. 

Mr. Clay said he would take an opportunity to 
examine it. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

The bill making compensation to the state of 
Maine fur the services of her militia, was read a 
third tine and passed. 

The bill to establish a permament prospective 
pre-emption system in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
was taken up in committee of the whole, and occu- 
pied the remainder of this day’s session. 

The senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Dec. 30. Atter the reading of the 
journal, Mr. Adams asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the investment in the stocks of the 
several states of the union, of funds held by the govern- 
ment of the United States, in trust, is, to the amount 
of the sums so invested, and of the interest thereon, an 
assumption by the United States of the debts of the said 
several states, in the event of their failure punctually to 
pay the same. 

Resolved, ‘That the purchase, by authority of any 
executive department of the United States, of the bonds 
of any of the states of this union, at the nominal value, 
or with a premium thereon, and the subsequent sale of 
the land bonds at a discount, is an unwarrantable and 
wasteful dilapidation of the public funds. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the executive govern- 
ment of the United Sates to require of the govern- 
ment of each and every state of this union, (on whose 
stocks, investments of the public moneys held in trust 
by the government of the United States have been 
made), punctual payment in specie or its equivalent, 
of the interest sak stipulated in said stocks, and repay- 
ment uf the principal as soon as possible by the terms 
of the contracts, upon which such stocks have several- 
ly been issued. 

Resolved, That the further investment of any public 
funds of the United States in stocks of the several states 
ought forthwith to be prohibited by law, and that the 
committee of ways and means be instructed to report 
a bill for that purpose. 

Mr, Addams moved a suspension of the rules of 
the house for the purpose of considering the reso- 





lution. 





Mr. Cave Johnson objecting, the resolutions were 
laid over, under the rules of the house, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Samson Mason asked leave to offer a regoly. 
tion requiring the secretary of war to report to this 
house the state of our affairs in relation to the Choc. 
taw Indians, &c. &c. 

Mr. Giddings moved to suspend the rule of the 
house for the consideration of this resolution; which 
— failed, and the resolution was laid on the 

able. 

The motion before the house, being to reconsice; 
the vote onthe appropriation bill and its amend. 
ments—Mr. Shephard spoke at some length in sup- 
oe of the ainendment as passed, and vindicating 

is conduct, as a member of the committee on na. 
val affairs, in offering it. ' 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had taken it 
on himself to say that there was something unfair 
in the amendment he had moved—something of a 
trick. He asked the speaker if it was in order.— 
He did not seize a sly opportunity to thrust it on 
the house—and he hid on this occasion behind the 
speaker’s decision. But the gentleman thinks other. 
wise—he did not doubt his skill in parliamentary 
rules, nor the dignified manner in which he urged 
them on the house. 


He would briefly state some reasons in favor of 
his amendment. This was the first time (continu. 
ed Mr.S.) in which we had been called on to ap- 
propriate money for this navy pension fund. It was 
a new bill—not an ordinary appropriation bill to 
carry into effect a particular law. ‘The passage of 
the act of 1837 has destroyed this fund, therefore it 
was strictly in order to consider all the acts relative 
to that fund. He agreed with the speaker on this 
point of order. 


But if it was out of order, it was too late to make 
any objections on this point. Ifthe gentleman did 
make his objection day before yesterday, it was a 
poor argument now for the reconsideration of the 
vote. 


Another objection to this act was, that it was too 
hasty. Whomakes this objection? Why, agentle- 
man from Massachusetts, and another and a third. 
Do they want time to consider this act? If a young 
member had told them he wanted time to consider 
it, it might be proper; but his surprise was that old 
members should tell themso. The subject had been 
before the house previously, at last session, and it 
was to be supposed that they had examined it. He 
had been told by a distinguished officer this morn- 
ing, that the amendment was proper. But what 
was the act of 37? Was that a deliberate conside- 
ration of the house? If he mistook not, it was 
sneaked through at the last day of the session. He 
had looked for the yeas and nays on that vote, but 
had not been able to fine them. The gentleman froin 
Massachusetts, furthermore said, yesterday, that 
the second section of the bill was inconsistent with 
the first. That the first section ordered the secre- 
tary to pay certain sums of money, and the second 
section repeals the law under which the payment 
was required. 

Why does not the honorable gentleman (continu- 
ed Mr. S.) see that there were several laws requir- 
ing the payment of this money—the law of 1800— 
and this money is needed for previous laws; so the 
gentleman’s opposition on that score is obviated.— 
The gentleman also said that I had misstated the act 
of °37. What did | say? That, throughout the pen- 
sion laws, there was one general plan: That those 
should receive pensions who had suffered in the 
cause of the country; and also that the second sec- 
tion referred to the time in which persons disabied 
in the navy should receive their pensions. He 
found in the National Intelligencer, this morning, a 
report of his remarks, which stated precisely what 
he didsay? This report of his remarks would show 
that he was right, and the honorable member wrong. 
It was a common practice (he said) to take up false 
issues. He hoped the day would not be spent in 
this measure. What is the question before us?— 
Whether the act of ’37 is right or wrong? Whether 
we are called on to répeal it or not? He would give 
his opinion inafew words. In 1800 the navy was 
in its infancy. 

The act of 1800 was to encourage the navy—to 
induce persons to enter into it, and it was necessa- 
ry at that time. The object of congress was to hold 
out inducements to gentlemen to enter into it. He 
showed that it was for the support of the navy.— 
What is the navy pension fund? The proceeds of 
prizes were laid aside to be given to seamen, ma- 
rines, &c. who had been disabled in the service of 
the country. What is the act of 37? Subsequent- 


ly to the act of 1800 many acts passed. That the pen- 
sion fund should go to those who had suffered in the 
service uf their country, was the feature of all the 
acts prior to °37. If any officer, seaman or marine, 
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died, leaving a widow, or children, they should re- 
ceive half-pay from the time of their death. This 
was @ ditierent act,—not that those who had been 
disabled or fought gallantly—but those who died— 
they might have been drunkards, or cowards,-— 
but if they died, their children were entitled to 
this navy pension fund. It was not carrying out 
the act of 1800. It was a violation of the pledged 
faith of the country—and the congress that passed 
that act acted in violation of their faith. This act 
did rank injustice to the gallant soldier; and this is 
the act about which you have heard such lamenta- 
tions before this house. 

In six months of the very first year of its passage 
it had taken from the navy fund upward of 329,000 
dollars. Can any man wonder that the fund is gone? 
As to the purchase and sale of stocks, on which the 

entleman had commented with so much severity, 
what better could have been done? (asked Mr. S.) 
We had more money than we wanted at that time, 
the stocks of the states were on a par. If we had 
not purchased, there would have been a hue and cry 
about discrediting the states. He admitted that 
some money had been lost, but the secretary or no- 
body else was to blame. 

he effect of his bill would be to cast off this 
drainfrom the fund, which, for the last four years, 
had amounted to $250,000 annually. The true rule 
on this subject was laid down in the law of 1800, 
that those who have suffered in the country should 
be remunerated for it. The act of 1800 made a dis- 
tinction between the brave and cowardly—the act 
of ’37 had destroyed it. 

He noted another objection. That the widows 
had made their calculations oa receiving this fund— 
that on this, the children had been sent to school, 
&c. But this was no argument that they should 
continue to receive the $48,000, which they had 
received annually for four years. He had now 
finished what he intended to say: If he was not 
mistaken, Mr. Adams, yesterday, used the word 
dishonorable, in connection with this matter. He 
understood it was applied to the house, but a friend 
had suggested that it was applied to him, (Mr. 8.) 

Mr. Adams said he had said no such thing—that 
the gentleman himself did not understand it thus, 
but it was on the wisper of a friend. 

Mr. Shepard was very far from wishing to do in- 
justice to the gentleman. The honorable gentleman 
had done him injustice—all he would say was, that 
he wished that the honorable gentleman would be 
more charitable. That no man in this house could 
do more good than could Mr. Adams; if in case of 
excitement, he would seize the opportunity of com. 
ing up as a mediator—as a link between Washing- 
ton and the present generation. 

Mr. Thomas wished to give a little information 
on this subject. He had a letter in his hand from 
the navy department, saying that the Cincinnati 
stock had been sold, (he was inquired of how they 
had sold). The secretary did oot say whether at 
par or not. 

Mr. Anderson had been informed that they sold 
for $62 per $100 of stock. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, spoke at some 
length, in opposition to the act of ’37. Its appropri- 
ations were unjust. He was opposed to the recon- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. Anderson inquired whether the bill the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts designed to offer, was 
the bill approved by the committee. 

Mr. Reed answered that it was, with the excep- 
tion of the last section. 

Mr. Anderson said that if the act of ’37 was re- 
pealed, it would revive the act of °34, and that was 
of the same nature. He hoped that the house would 
take the first opportunity to look into this bill, 
which has been reported by the committee on na- 
val affairs. He hoped the amendment would not be 
reconsidered. 

Mr. Monroe was decidedly in favor of the repeal 
of the law of ’37; yet he had voted against the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
because it was not proper nor sound legislation to 
amend an appropriation bill by repealing a law of 
much moment to the navy. He was in favor of 
paying what is now due to pensioners; and that we 
should bring up a law properly digested and pass 
on it as we ought. He hoped that they would re- 
Consider this bill and pass the appropriation bill, 
and act on the necessary bill, which might be re- 
ported by the committee. 

Mr. Everett dwelt at some length on the subject, 
Which was imperfectly heard, and which we are 
not able to give. 

Mr. Keed had been reported somewhat erroneous- 
ly as to his debate on the subject. He did not 
jean to denounce with so much severity the act of 

37. But it was indiscreet and unwise. He oppos. 
ed paying pensions according to the act of 1837.— 
€ spoke of his constituents—they had done more 


fighting the battles of the country than any other, 


and they bad never come here to ask for pensions. 
He hoped the house would reconsider this bill, 
leaving out the amendments, and take up the bill 
brought forward by him and adopt it. 

Mr. Naylor was in favor of bringing the discus- 
sion to an end. He thought the vote respecting the 
law of ’37 hasty and unwise. 

That all laws when originated were imperfect, and 
it was by the emendatiuns of experience that the 
most perfect laws were formed. 

That, part of the law of ’37 was defective, and 
ought to be repealed, leaving that which was sound. 
He hoped that the motion would be reconsidered — 
that the appropriation bill would be passed, and that 
some bill would be brought forward obviating the 
defects of the law of ’37. 

Mr. Jameson moved the previous question. 

Mr. Turney moved that the house adjourn, which 
was carried; and the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Dec. 31. The speaker laid before the 
house the following communications: 

1. From the president of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the secretary of state, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the house of the 23d 
inst. calling upon him to communicate, ‘if compa- 
tible with the public interests, copies of all the cor- 
respondence between this government and the go- 
vernment of Great Britain, relative to any proceed- 
ing on the part of that government which may have 
a tendency to interrupt our commerce with China. 

2. From the secretary of state, in compliance 
with the provisions of the act of March, 1799, com- 
municating ‘‘an abstract of all the returns made to 
that department by the collectors of the customs, 
pursuant to the act of the 28th of May, 1778, for 
the relief and protection of American seamen, show- 
ing, so far as said returns have been received, the 
number of seamen registered in each port of entry 
in the United States, during the year commencing 
on the Ist of October of the last, and ending on the 
30th of September of the present year.” 

3. From the treasury department, in reply to the 
resolution of the house of the 17th inst. respecting 
the condition of the custom house buildings at Phi- 
delphia. 
4. From the president of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the secretary of state withac- 
companying papers, in answer to a resolution of the 
house, calling for information relative to the burn- 
ing of the steamboat Caroline. [For which see 
nage 290. ] 
The above communications were severally refer- 
red and ordered to be printed. 
Also, the following letter from John C. Rives, on 
the subject of the printing: 

Globe office, Washington, Dec. 30, 1840. 

Sir: It is known to you, and to the other mem 
bers of the house of representatives, that Francis 
P. Blair and myself were elected printers to the 
house in January last. Under this election, I ex- 
pected that all the printing for the house during the 
twenty-sixth congress, would be sent to us to exe- 
cute; and as I superintend that branch of our busi- 
ness, I engaged men, and provided materials suffi 
cient todo it with at least the customary despatch. | 
was informed yesterday that the clerk of the house 
had sent a very large report to the stationer of the 
house to be printed by him, and that the stationer was 
actually printing it, or having it printed. 

Since I received this information, I have turned 
to the clerk’s account of the expenditure of the 
contingent fund for the last year, where [ find that 
he has paid other persons for printing which I think 
should have been executed by the printers to the 
house. 

The persons engaged by me to work on congres- 
sional documents exclusively, have not had more 
than three or four days constant employment since 
the commencement of this session. There has been 
some work for them every day, but not enough to 
employ them the whole day. They are engaged by 
the week, and we have to pay them, whether they 
work or not. Now, if the clerk of the house has 
the power to have the congress printing executed 
at other offices, when there has been no failure at 
our Office in executing it promptly, I desire to know 
it as soon as possible, so that I may either reduce 
our force, or make some arrangement with the clerk 
to get enough of it to keep our hands employed.— 
The prices now paid to us by the house of repre- 
sentalives are so low, that we must sink money, 
unless we can keep the hands which we have en- 
gaged to doits printing, constantly employed; and 
upon some kinds of printing we sink money, even 
when all our hands are employed upon it. 

The clerk of the house aud myself have had a 
controversy about the binding of the documents, 
which I wish to bring before the house. 

Son after the adjournment of congress, in July 





last, the clerk sent word to me to deliver the docu- 


to be bound. 
clerk and myself, which I presume he has on file, 


ing. 
as possible, as it is necessary that the binding shall 
be forwarded. Respectfully, 





ments which we had printed for the house, to S. D. 
Langtree, to bind. 
the invariable custom, ever since I became acquaint- 
ed with the manner of executing the congress print- 
ing, which is now thirteen years, for the printer to 
bind all the documents that he prints for congress. 


I refused to do it. It has been 


Whenever a printer has been elected, during that 
time, he has as invariably fitted up a bindery, as he 
has a printing office. I had pureed a great part 
of the materials for the binding, and had engaged 
workmen to do it, and had folded a great quantity 


of the work, before the clerk sent me word that he 


wished the documents handed over to Mr. Langtree 
The correspondence between the 


will fully explain our controversy about the bind- 
I wish congress to decide between us as soon 


JOHN C. RIVES. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker house reps. 
Mr. Adams Said he would take that occasion to 


inquire whether a report of the committee on the 
printing of the house had been made at the last ses- 
sion; and if so, whether it had been printed. 


Mr. Davis, of Indiana, said there were two re- 
ports on that subject, which had been laid before 
the house, and ordered to he printed. 

Mr. Adams said he had never been able to get a 
sight of the reports, although very anxious so to do. 
Neither himself nor other members could procure 
copies of the documents ordered to be printed at the 
last session, being more than five or six months ago. 
This letter, however, from Messrs. Blair & Rives, 
explained it, and it appeared that the delay was all 
owing to this controversy between them and the 


clerk of the house. 


Mr. Lewis Williams moved to refer the letter to 


the committee on accounts; but the motion was sub- 
sequently withdrawn. 


Mr. J. W. Davis moved the following: 

Resolved. That a select committee be appointed, and 
that the letter of J. C. Rives, just read, be referred to 
that committee. 

Mr. Morgan offered an amendment instructing 
the committee to inquire as to whether the clerk 
was interested in the contract with Langtree & 
O’Sullivan for furnishing stationery to this house. 

Mr. Reed submitted an additional amendment in- 
structing the committee to extend the inquiry to the 
lithographing and engraving of maps. 

After some debate of a desultory character, the 
amendments were withdrawn. The resoluticn of 
Mr. Davis was then agreed to; and, 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the letter ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Adams, on leave, reported a bill from the 
committee on manufactures, entitled, ‘a bill to in- 
sure the more faithful execution of the laws relat- 
ing to the collection of duties on imports;” which 
was read a first and second time, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Barnard asked the consent of the house to 
introduce a bill (of which intention he had given 
previous notice) on the subject of bankruptcy. 

Objection being made, leave was not granted. 


The next business in order was the motion of Mr. 
Giddings to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
making appropriation for the payment of the navy 
pensions had been passed, containing an amend. 
ment repealing the act of 1837. 

The previous question, on the reconsideration, 
having been demanded by Mr. Jameson, Mr. Adams 
endeavored to prevail on him to withdraw it. 

Mr. Jameson was willing to obiige the gentleman 
from Massachusetts as soon as any member of the 
house, but could not, consistent with his duty, with- 
draw the call. 

The call for the previous question was then 
seconded, and the main qnestion, on the motion to 
reconsider, ordered to be put; and, being put, it was 
decided by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 69, nays 
108. 

So the house refused to reconsider, and, as far as 
it is concerned, the act of 1837 is repealed. 

Mr. Fillmore, after adverting to the great impor- 
tance of the president’s message in relation to the 
burning of the Caroline, moved that 5,000 extra 
copies of the same, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, be printed. 

Mr. Pickens hoped the motion of the gentleman 
from New York would prevail. The documents 
were of the highest importance. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, 

Mr. Alford, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the above motion had been agreed to, and 
called for the reading of the documents, which were 
read accordingly. 

Mr. Alford said he was happy that he had moved 











| the reconsideration, and that he was now satisfied, 
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having heard the papers read, that they ought to be 

rinted. He was satisfied that the answer of Mr. 
Fos th was a good state rights paper; and he 
should think that his instincts of justice were blunt- 
ed by party spirit, if he were capable of doing in- 
justice to that officer under any circumstances.— 
He (Mr. A.) hoped that the party strife which had 
just passed had not blunted the instincts of justice 
of the great whig party of the United States, nor of 
the state rights party, of which he had lived an 
humble member, and of which he hoped to die a 
member. He was satisfied that the rights of the 
empire state of New York had been vindicated by 
the secretary of state in an able and dignified man- 
ner; and he was sorry to say that this was the only 
paper coming from that department that he could 
co:nmend in that light. 

As regarded bis sympathy towards the northeast- 
ern territory, he, as a southern man, had not more 
than he ought to have; but he did know that the 
lion of England had been growling for his prey on 
that northeastern boundary long ago. Asan Ame- 
rican citizen, he felt humbled at the reflection that, 
under the administration of Martin Van Buren, the 
eagle of his country had cowered under the lion of 
England; he felt humbled that a country which, 
even in tbe days of the revolution, was strong 
enough to defend its’ rights, should now permit the 
queen of England to deprive them of every thing. 
Aggression after aggression had been committed, 
and it would continue to be so so long as the head 
of the executive government failed to defend the 
doctrines contained in this document. Mr. A. then 
withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. Stanly renewed it. 


Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, said he was quite 
delighted with this debate; not, however, because 
the incidental question of state rights had been in- 
troduced, for that was about the same thing as the 
constitution, which every man construed according 
to his own taste. But he was delighted because the 
gentleman from Georgia had given his approval to 
at least one act of the administration. He was glad 
that one member of the opposite party had the ge- 
nerosity to acknowledge them in the right for once. 
The gentleman had, however, tonched on the very 
important subject of the northeastern boundary. He. 
had said that the lion of England had growled, while 
we paid no regard to it, &c. Now, he (Mr. H.) 
wished to know whether the remarks made by that 


gentlemen were to be considered ominous of the fu- | 


ture action of the new administration? Were we 
not to judge, from the remarks made by one of its 
friends, that we were to be precipitated into a con- 
flict with this mighty power, prepared and armed 
at every point, and that, too, for a line of demarca- 
tion? Ifthey were to rush into the conflict—if the 
south was to be prostrated, he was thankful that 
gentlemen had shown their hands, that the south 
might know that one of the results attending the 
triuinph of this great party, was a question of terri- 
torial war, 


Mr. Alford replied to these remarks, and said 
that he had not spoken in behalf of the coming ad- 
ministration, He had it not in his eye or his mind 
at the time he spoke;he knew nothing of itssecrets 
nor its intentions. He had no conference with its 
friends, nor had his advice ever been asked. He 
spoke for himself—he spoke the sentiments of his 
own heart, when he said that the lion of England 
had growled for its prey on the northeastern boun- 
dary. Whatever might be the opinion of the gen- 
tlernan from South Carolina, [Mr. Holmes], he 
(Mr. A.) would express his belief that, ifever the 
issue of which the gentleman spoke did come, the 
state of South Carolina would be seen in the first 
ranks, gallantly defending the honor, and maintain- 
ing the rights of the nation. This much he could 
say—he being one of the first born of nullification 
out of South Carolina—that South Carolina would 
be the last to hide her head, if the country should 
ever be engaged in a war with Britain. His own 
wish was, that we never might have war with her 
on this or any other question, if it could be honora- 
bly avoided. 

For the part which he had taken in the recent 
victorious struggle, he claimed no honor distinct 
from his colleagues and his country; and in charac- 
terising as he had done the communication of Mr. 
Forsyth, he (Mr. A.) bad done only that which a 
sense of justice dictated. 


Mr. Cushing said the matters contained in the 
correspondence just read, were sufficiently grave in 
themselves; and they had acquired additional gravi- 
ty incidentally from the remarks of the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Alford), and of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Holmes); and he (Mr. 
C). had a few words to say on both points. 

Mr. C. said that the correspondence contains the 
first distinct official avowal on the part of the Bri-; 


tish government, that the attack on the Caroline 
was authorised by the government. Mr. Fox says 
it is well known to have been so authorised. Mr. 
C. denied this. It was about two years since Mr. 
Stevenson addressed an earnest letter of remon- 
strance and demand of explanation to lord Paliner- 
ston on the subject; to which lord P. stood mute to 
this day, neither avowing nor disavowing, justify- 
ing norrefusing to justify the outrage. Mr. For- 
syth was correct in his allusion to this part of Mr. 
Fox’s letter as a novelty. It was true that the Bri- 
tish government had indirectly sustained the act by 
bestowing honors and emoluments on the parties 
engaged in it, such as McNab and Drew; but no 


direct official declaration of the attack on the Caro-| 


line having been previously authorised by the Bri- 
tish government had been made before this, to his 
(Mr. C’s) knowledge. 

Mr. C, said he concurred entirely with Mr. For- 
syth in opinion of the inadmissibility of Mr. Fox’s 
demand for the release of McLeod. He was ar. 
rested in New York, by the legal authorities, to be 
legally tried for an alleged act of murder and arson 
committed in New York—let him be tried by the 
laws of New York to whom jurisdictiun of the case 
belongs. 

Besides, if col. Prince could murder in cold blood 
the prisoners he made in the frontier tronbles—if 
the authorities of Upper Canada had a right to try, 
condemn and punish others of the prisoners—if 
Great Britain might promote Drew and knight Mc. 
Nab—hby the same right should New York try 
McLeod, and if guilty hang him. 

Mr. C. said these remarks were called for by the 
tenor of the correspondence laid before the house. 
But now for the other point. 

On hearing these papers read, the honorable gen- 
tleman from Georgia (Mr. Alford) avowed the sen- 
timents of patriotism, which I (said Mr. C.) trust 
are felt not less warmly by the gentleman from S. 
Carolina (Mr. Holmes )—which I trust burn un- 
quenchably in the breast of every American. He 
spoke in the language of indignant truth of the acts 
of assentation and concession, on the part of the 
present administration, to acts of aggression on the 
United States committed by Great Britain. In do- 
ing this, the gentleman from Georgia frankly de- 
clared, that he was uttering his own individual sen- 
timents, as sentiments only, and as the sentiments 
of an individual only. They are sentiments such 
as I, at least, approve, and had hoped the gentle- 
man from South Carolina would approve. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina, looking 
beyond this, treats the remarks of the gentleman 
from Georgia as the avowal of a plan, on the part of 
the party which is about to enter into power, a plan 
of settled hostility against Great Britain. 

On hearing this charge, Mr. C. could not but 1e- 
vert to the incidents of the great public controversy 
which the country had just gone through, to the 
speeches he had listened to in congress and at the 
hustings, and to the press as it continues to speak 
down to this very moment, in its reproaches of him 
and his political friends. What is it that we hear 
again and again imputed to us, by the thousand 
voices of the orators and newspapers of the admi- 
nistration? Why, that we forsooth are the allies of 
Britain; that Harrison, the gallant old hero of Tip- 
pecanoe and the Thames, that he and his friends 
come into power as the bhirelings and instruments 
of England. Has not this been wrung in our ears 
day after day, and hour after hour, forthe whole year, 
back? Yes, sir. And now what is the complexion 
which the charge assumes, now when the country 
has passed judgment on this administration? Not 
that we are the hireling allies, the tools of Britain, 
but that we are taking power with a fixed purpose 
of enmity against her—and as if without cause, in 
the meye wantonness of hostility. 

Mr. C. said that, like the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, he spoke not for the new administration, but 
for himself, and as an individual. He felt bound to 
make this distinction, because his individual senti- 
ments on the questions between the United States 
and Great Britain were well known, having been 
expressed by him often heretofore, whether discreet- 
ly or not, yet with freedom which, as an individual, 
he had the right to use, in the honest expression of 
his deliberate convictions. 

Mr. C. said then, as to both these contradictory 
charges against the coming administration, that he 
believed, for himself, nay, he would go further and 
say, that he knew they were alike equally ground- 
less. We who are about to enter into power came 
neither as allies or friends of Britain (in any excep- 
tionable sense) nor as enemies; but as Americans; 
Americans animated with the feelings which belong 
to Americans; resolved, at all hazards, to maintain 
the rights of our country against every and any 
foreign power; never doubting that if, by the con- 





tinued aggressions of Britain, even the most power- 


| 





ful of the governments of Europe, we be dragged 

into a third war, we shall fight that war as gallant} 

and as triumphantly as we have already fought a first 
and a second war with Britain; but resolved, also 

if we honorably may, to maintain the peace of the 
country, anxious to do it, and to promote the inter. 
nal prosperity of the union and the harmony of the 
states by means of peace, and repelling the idea of 
any set purpose of war. 

I repeat (said Mr. C.) that so far as [ know the 
objects of the friends of general Harrison, we up. 
dertake to act as Americans, and as American 
only. And I thank heaven that these United States 
are about to have a president who is not professj), 
to be a northern man with southern feelings—po 
nor a southern man with northern feelings, but pro. 
fessing to be what he is, a western man with Ame. 
rican feelings, and with the honor, the peace, anq 
the interest of the United States, each equally dear 
to. his soul. 

Mr. Duncan demanded of the gentleman from 


Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing) when and where the - 


administration had charged the whigs with being 
the “tools of Great Britain.”’ Let the member lay 
his fiuger upon the place where it had been assert. 
ed by any paper, or present, if he could, any such 
extracts tothe house. The whig party had not been 
charged by the Van Buren press with being the 
“tools” of Great Britain; but they had been charged 
with-being under the influence of the moneyed 
aristocracy of that country—under the influence of 
British gold. And, said Mr. D.I would advise 
gentlemen, before they engage in such debates as 
these, first to clear themselves from that charge, 
Let the gentleman from Massachusetts pause before 
making such a charge against the democratic party, 
and clear his own party from the just charge of act- 
ing under the influence of the moneyed aristocracy 
of Great Britain. Mr. D. here desired the clerk to 
read an extract from a paper he held in his hand; 
but the speaker was understood to say that the sub- 
ject on which the gentleman was speaking was not 
in order on a motion to reconsider the printing of 
documents. é‘ 

Mr. Duncan was perfectly willing to speak in or- 
der; but if he was out of order in showing the falsity 
of a charge against the administration, why was not 
the gentleman who made that charge called to order? 
Mr. D. said the charge against the democratic party 
having been made, and he having denied it, he was 
now about to prove that the whigs and the institu- 
tions of the country were governed and managed 
by;the moneyed aristocracy of England. 

After some conversation of a desultory character 
Mr. Stanly withdrew his motion to reconsider. So 
the question was no longer before the house. 

A number of private bills from the senate were 
twice read and referred. 


Mr. Mason, of Ohio, asked leave to move a reso- 
lution which was read at the clerk’s table; and no 
objection being made, the resolution was introduced, 
and it was agreed to, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
report to this house in what manner that part of the 
20th article of the treaty between the United States and 
the Choctaw nation, madeat Dancing Rabbit Creek, 
and dated Sept. 27,1830, has been executed, which 
stipulates that “for the benefit and advantage of the 
Choctaw people, and to improve their condition, there 
shail be educated under the direction of the president 
and at the expense of the United States, forty Choctaw 
youths for twenty years. 

And that he communicate ros ier of all such regula- 
tions as may have been adopted, of orders issued, and 
correspondence had, relating to the execution, of that 
stipulation, and state what amount of money has been 
appropriated, and what amount expended on account 
thereof; what agent or agents have been employed, 
their names, number and compensation; Wilisher an 
academy or other school has been established for the 
education of the Choctaw youths, and at whut time and 
place; whether teachers have been employed, and the 
namea, number and compensation of each; what nun- 
ber of the Choctaw youths, or other persons, if any, 
have been received into, or educated at, such school, 
and at what cost per schelar; what buildings, if any, 
have been erected for the accommodation of such 
school, and at what cost; and what branches of learn- 
ing have been taught there; and how many pupils have 
graduated, and in what term of time after their admis- 
sion; and what is the present number of teachers and 
pupils belonging to the school. 

And that “hie be require to make a similar report and 
statement in regard to the execution of so much of the 
same article of said treaty as provides that fifty “thou- 
sand dollars, viz: twenty-five hundred dollars annually, 
shall be given for the support of three teachers of schools 
for twenty years.” 

Mr. Adams presented a letter which he consider- 
ed in the nature of a petition, from a Mr, Attree, 
ot New York, who considered his character as 4 
reporter and a man iojuriously assailed by the read- 
ing, in the house of representatives, by Mr. Monroe, 
of New York, of a letter fiom Mr. Jaffary of that 
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tt i ich a report made by said Attree was re- 
city, in as a buteede of a speech delivered by 
Mr Jaffary at a certain meeting held in New York, 

nf by the remarks of Mr. Monroe and Mr. Wise 
thereon. Mr. A. said he did not know the individu- 
al, nor did he know he had ever seen him, unless it 
might have been once, when he was engaged in re- 

orting a lecture which Mr. A. had delivered (on 
any thing but politics) shortly before the commence- 
;nent of the present session; but he presented and 
would ask for the reading of the letter as an act of 
justice to the persons concerned. 

Some remarks fell from Mr. A. which related to 
the part Mr. Monroe had taken in the debate on the 
bill reported by Mr. A. for the prevention of frauds 
on the revenue. 

The letter having been read—Mr. Monroe, of N. 
York, expressed his surprise and regret that the ho- 
norable gentleman from Massachusetts had thought 
jt proper to bring a matter like this before that so- 
jemn assembly. The communication, as published 
in the Herald, bad reached the city the night before, 
and Mr. M’s atteution had been called to its sup- 
posing it might contain something personal to him- 
self aud the honorable gentleman from Virginia 

Mr. Wise). He had carefully examined it to see 
whether the writer, in any part of it, had taken ex- 
ception to the course of the honorable Mr. Wase 
and himself in what they had said, a few days since 
in relation to the report of Mr. Jaffary’s speech, and 
he did not so understand the writer. In what Mr. 
M. had said, on the spur of the moment, he had had 
no intention to call in question the qualifications of 
Mr. Attree as a reporter, or the accuracy of the 
Herald; but he had, on the perusal of his report of 
Mr. Jatfary’s speech on the necessity of the mer- 
chants of New York employing an agent at Wash- 
ington, been led at once to conclude that it must 
have been a burlesque of the speech actually de- 
livered; for he could not believe that any one, who 
wished, as Mr. Jaffary did, to prevent the passage 
of alaw in congress, could ever be so blind to his 
own interests as to make such a speech as that given 
as his in the New York Herald. 

But further Mr. Jaffary had himself published in 
that very paper, a letter or card, positively denying 
the correctness of the report, and representing it as 
a caricature of his remarks; which card had been 
published in the Herald, without editorial comment 
or remark, to his knowledze. Hence Mr. M. con- 
cluded, of course, as any man would naturally con- 
clude, that the report was admitted by the editor to 
have been, as it was charged to be, a mere playful 
burlesque. Mr. M. said he was not there to defend 
Mr. Jaffary, nor was he there to assail any man. 
When the report of Mr. Jaffary’s letter had been 
read, he perceived that it had more effect in the 
house than he could have thought it at all likely to 
have; and apprehending that the character of the 
great body of the merchants of New York might 
possibly be injuriously affected by the impression 
it produced, and from the comments of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. 4dams] on the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting at which it had been deli- 


vered, Mr. M. as in duty bound, had risen in their 


defence, and had endeavored to show that they 
were in no wise justly implicated. As to this Mr. 
Attree, Mr. M. had no doubt he was one of the best 
reporters in this country. 
against his capacity or character, but he had ho- 
nestly supposed the report was a burlesque. He 
repeated that he had not risen to defend Mr. Jaffary 
or to attack the editor or reporter of the Herald, 


but merely to perform a duty to his constituents, 
by perventing misapprehension on this floor. As 


an evidence of the total contempt in which this 


whole matter was regarded in New York, in all 
the letters he had received from that city, not a word 
was said in any one of them about it. In fact, it 
was too ridiculous an affair for Mr. M. to have any 
thing further to do with, and he washed his hands 


of it. 


Mr. Adams said that, if the ee from New 
to him as intending, 
in any remarks, he had submitted, to injure the cha- 


York, Mr. Monroe, had alllude 


racter of the merchants of New York— 


Mr. Monroe promptly interposed to disavow any 
such idea; he was fully aware that the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts would be one of the 
very last men unjustly to assail the reputation of so 
respectable a body of men, or of any other class of 


citizens throughout this country. 


Mr. Adams said this was sufficient forhim. No 
man cherished a higher respect for the merchants 
of New York than he did; those, especially, who 
were, ina proper sense, American merchants. But 
the meeting, calling itself a meeting of the mer- 
chants of New York, consisted of a very different . 
description of persons, being composed, chiefly, of | on the committee of elections, had had no opportunity 
Scotchmen and Yorkshire clothiers, the very men 
against whose frauds the bill he bad introduced was 





He had said nothing 


aimed. As tothe remark of Mr. Jaffary on maw | 
self, he should say nothing, save to that portion of 
them which charged him with “having been closet- 

ed for two hours with the collector of New York’’ 

when Mr. A. was coming on to congress—to which 

he plead guilty; he had been closeted with that 
officer, though not quite for two hours. He had 
gone at the request of the collector, who, hearing 
of his being in the city, had sent a note to him to 
see him at the custom house; and in that conver- 
sation the collector had expressed a very strong de- 
sire that that portion of the bill to prevent frauds 
on the revenue, which Mr. A. had formerly report- 

ed to this house, should be reported again. With 
Mr. Hoyt or with Mr. Benjamin F. Butler, Mr. A. 
could claim little political sympathy; but he had 
gone as he was requested; and there it was stated 
to him that the frauds complained of were going 
on still, and that the bill was as necessary now as it 
had ever been; and the collector had observed that 
his successor, whoever he might be, would find it 
so. The secretary of the treasury entertained the 
same degree for the passage of the bill. And Mr. 
A. would do both these officers of government the 
justice to say that he believed, in this matter, they 
were disposed to discharge their public duty with 
fidelity; and he was willing, in this thing, to 
give tothe proper wishes of the treasury depart- 
ment all the support in that house he was able. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson moved that so much of 
the president’s message as relates to military af- 
fairs be referred to the committee on military 
affairs. 

Mr. Adams objected. He said that the practice 
for several years had been for the house to go into 
commnittee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and for some friend of the president then to portion 
out the president’s message among the appropriate 
committees, by which means the whole of the do- 
cument came under the consideration of the house. 

It was a good practice, and presented the only 
mode by which the house could get full possession 
of every partof the message. But, within the 
last few years, examples had crept in which he 
hoped, for all future times would stand as warnings 
and not as admonitions, of not considering the 
message in committee of the whole, but of indivi- 
dual gentlemen picking out particular subjects in 
it, and having them referred to their own commit- 
tees. This practice was not only irregular, but 
highly inexpedient and injurious, producing utter 
confusion in the legislation of the house. It pre- 
vented the house from getting the whole message 
under its discussion; and that which it did discuss 
was discussed under exposure, every moment, to 
the previous question, by which free discussion and 
full and ripe consideration was prevented. Here 
a gentleman wanted one particular portion of the 
message referred to the committee on military af- 
fairs, but as Mr. A. considered the portions of the 
message on that subject as highly important, he 
desired the whole message should first be consi 

dered in committee of the whole on the state of 
the union; and he felt the rather anxious on this 
point because the gentleman at the head of the mi- 
litary committee at the last session had proposed to 
add some 1,500 to 1,600 men to the standing army 
of the United States. If the house did go into 
committee of the whole, Mr. A. shoule very pro- 
bably deliver sentiments on several of the sub- 
jects it contained very different from those express- 
ed by the president. He hoped the gentleman 
would change his motion. 





read to the house, and proceeded to adjudge and de- 
cide the right to said seats in utter ignorance of the 
merits of the contest; therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the aforesaid decision of the 
majority of this house ought to be rescinded, set aside, 
and held for naught. 

Resolved, That this house will, in conformity to all 
precedent, to the decency, dignity and justice of such 
proceedings, and to the sanction of their oaths and 
their duty as judges of the case, thoroughly examine 
the testimony, taken by its order, in relation to the con- 
flicting claims to said seats, and will then impartially 
decide the 7 of the said Peter D. Vroom, Philemon 
Dickerson, Wm. R. Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall and Jo- 
seph Kille, of the one part, and of John B. Aycrigg 
Charles C. Stratton, J. B. Maxwell, William Halste 
and 'T’. Jones Yorke, of the other part, to them. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, all the memorials and 
other papers on file in relation to French spoliations 
previous to 1800, were referred to the committee 
on foreign affairs; and he gave notice that he should 
call the attention of the house to this subject on 
Tuesday, the 7th of January next. 

Mr. Lane obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
confirm to the state of Indiana the land selected by 
her for that portion of the Wabash and Erie canal 
which lies between the mouth of the Tippecanoe 
river and Terre Haute, and for other purposes; 
which bill was twice read, and referred tothe com- 
mittee on the judiciary. The house adjourned. 
Monday, January 4. At the usual hour the house 
was called to order. No chaplain being present 
oe clerk proceeded immediately to read the jour- 
nal. 

The speaker then laid before the house the fol- 
lowing communications; 1. from the first comptrol - 
ler of the treasury; 2. from the navy department; 
3. department of state; 4. wardepartment; 5. froin 
the clerk of the house of representatives, relative 
to his proceedings concerning the public printing, 
denying that he had any interest in the contract. 
After some conversation on the subject of refe- 
rence of the latter, 

Mr. Morgan moved to lay it on the table, and that 
it be printed; which was negatived, 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to refer it to the select 
committee appointed on that subject; which was 
carried. 

A number of petitions were then presented from 
the different states. 

Mr. Anderson reported a bill making new provi- 
sion respecting navy pensions, and repealing cer- 
tain acts respecting them, and moved to refer to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and that it be printed—carried. 

After the presentation of a number of reports, 
Mr. John Q. Adams, from the committee to investi- 
gate the house document of last session No. 185, 
respecting the Amistad, reported that they had in- 
vestigated the case. That there had been a falsifi- 
cation of the document; the word *‘sound” had been 
substituted for ‘“Jadinos.”” and that it had been 
done at the office of the Globe. 


Mr. Barnard presented a modification of the re- 
solutions‘offered by him some days since on the sub- 
ject of the finances. 

Mr. B. after the reading of the resolutions as mo- 
dified, rose and was about to proceed with some re- 
marks; when Mr, Smith, of Maine, and Mr. Hand 
asked that the message from the president of the 
United States (which had just been announced) be 
read, as it contained matter of importance in relation 
to the tariff, &c. 

Mr. Barnard woulc yield the floor for the mere 





Mr. Thompson consented, in pursuance of this 
suggestion, to change his motion for one to go into 
committee of the whole on the president’s message, 
and make it the special order on Monday next. 
He denied, expressly, that the bill to which the 
honorable gentleman had alluded as introduced last 
session did propose to augment, by a single officer 
or man, the standing army of the United States; 
but its object was to protect a frontier exposed to 
the utmost dangers from savage depredation aud 
massacre. 

The motion, requiting two-thirds, was not agreed 
to. 

Whereunon Mr. Thompson gave notice that he 
shonld renew his motion on Monday next. 

While petitions were being presented to-day, Mr. 
Garret Davis, of Kentucky, asked leave to move 
the following resolution, which was read and ob- 
jected to: 

Whereas the majority of this house, about the close 
of the last session of congress, did decide that Peter 
D. Vroom, Philemon Dickerson, William R. Cooper, 
Daniel B. Ryall and Joseph Kille, were “entitled to 
occupy as members of the house of representatives the 
five contested seats from the state of New Jersey;” 
and said majority, with the exception of the members 


of examining the testimony relating to said contested 





reading of the message, but that would probably 
call for other debate, and he declined so doing. 

He then spoke at some length, but was inter- 
rupted; a motion being made by Mr. Smith, of 
Maine, that the house now taken up the orders of 
the day. 

Which motion was carried: yeas 79, nays 62. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, communicating some additional cor- 
respondence that had taken place between Mr. Fox, 
the British minister, and Mr. Forsyth, the secretary 
of state, relative to the burning of the Carolina and 
the case of McLeod. The message and documents 
wereread. [For decuments see page 290.] 


Mr. Fillmore moved that the message with the 
accompanying documents, be referred to the com- 


mittee on foreign relations, and 5,000 extra copies 
thereof be printed. 


Before taking his seat, Mr. F. desired to make a 
reinark in reference to the communication from the 
ininister of Great Britain, in regard to his state- 
ments about the Caroline. The boat belonged toa 
man in the city of Buffalo, by the name of Willian 
Wells, a peaceable citizen. “It neither belonged to 
the patriots, nor was it under their control or autho- 
rity—and what reason is there (he asked) for the 
appellation that is given to that boat, by the mini- 





seats, and yet refused to permit said testimony to be 


ster of Great Britain, who has called it a piratical 
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vessel. He believed it to be an entire mistake. It 
had no connection with the patriots. The simple 
facts were these: Wells, during the time that the in- 
surgents were occupying Navy island in the Niaga- 
ra river—-which island is on the Canadian side of 
that river—was the owner of this boat. He appli- 
ed to the custom house for a license to run that 
boat as aferry boat at Schlossing. The boat was 
duly licensed at our custom house, and went down 
the river on the dav previous to its destruction, and 
stopped at Schlossing. It passed over once or 
twice, carrying passengers that afternoon, and re- 
turned again to our own shore, and was moored at 
our own wharf—not within the national territory 
of the United States—but the undoubted territory, 
as much as this where we now stand. There it was 
left in the peaceable and quiet charge of the watch 
of the boat, who were wholly unarmed. The proof 
is, that there was but one solitary arm on the boat, 
and that a pocket pistol, without ammunition and 
without being loaded. While the boat thns lay at 
our wharf, she was attacked by an armed force, 
which it now appears was sent from the Canadian 
shore for that purpose—was attacked without any 
warning, and one or two persons killed—the boat 
itself taken out into the stream above the falls, set 
on fire, and sent over the falls. This was the out- 
rage—the arson that has been complained of—and 
this murder of one of our citizens wholly unarmed, 
who had his brains beat out, and was found the 
next morning on the wharf; and there is good rea- 
son to believe that some others went over the falls 
in the boat, who had been killed or so wounded as 
to be unable to make their escape. 

This presents something of a difficult question. 
By the laws of the state of New York, this was a 
murder, and the person committing the murder and 
arson is liable i be tried and punished by the laws 
of this state, and neither the government nor the 
executive of the government has (as he could con- 
ceive of ) control over the case unless the govern- 
ment of Great Britain should see fit to respond by 
entering into some treaty with us, and this matter 
be compromised, and this individual who is now 
put on bis trial for murder could in this way be par- 
doned, and in no other way can it be done. He was 
uncertain whether it could be done in this way, but 
this was the only way. Butif the same spirit is 
manifested by the powers at home that seems to 
have been by the minister of Great Britain, the ne- 
cessary course of events must be a concussion be- 
tween this country and Great Britain. 

Mr. F. had no doubt that McLeod would be tried 
—he hoped he was innocent—-but if guilty, had no 
doubt that he would be executed unless it is pre- 
vented by the treaty-makirg power between this 
country and Great Britain. 

Mr. Pickens hoped there would be as little as pos- 
sible said or done in this juncture of excited feel- 
ings. He hoped the communications would be laid 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky, objected to the 
printing five thousand extra copies. The principles 
involved were of very great importance. It has 
been averred by the British minister that the per- 
petrator of this murder, in a profound time of peace, 
was not amenable to the laws of our land. This is 
asserted on the principle of national law—suppose 
we consent to this? What is necessary to bring the 
case within the principles of national jurisprudence? 
That the order should come from the supreme au- 
thority of that country that thus sends her invading 
force into our territory. We had yetseen no order. 
Lord Palmerston has even, to this very hour, pre- 
served profound silence on this subject. Now, sir, 
I am inclined to think that if an inferior officer at- 
tached to the navy of Great Britain, without autho- 
rity, invades our territory in time of peace, and 
takes the life of our citizens, that such person, in 
every sense of the word, is a murderer, and liable 
to be punished as such if we can get hold of him. 
He wished the committee on foreign relations to 
give the house their opionion on this point, and to 
do this with a view to other measures which may 
possibly grow up out of this. There were other 
things involved in this correspondence of very deep 
moment to this country: and that is the qnestion in 
reference to the jurisdiction of the states and the 
union; and to this point he wished the committee 
on foreign affairs to turn their attention, and report 
whether the United States have any right to inter- 
fere, and whether the question is not altogether 
within the jurisdiction of the state of New York. 
He deprecated collision between tie United States 
and Great Britain, but if Great Britain should en- 
croach ou us, and urge us, then he hoped to see the 
United Slates take possession of the mouths of all the 
riers that have their sources in the United States. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, had watched with some 
degree of solicitude these questions, but what was 
altogether more humiliating, in hia estimation, was 





the crouching sycophancy on the part of the United 
States towards Great Britain. What is the nature 
of the correspondence? You are told that your ci- 
tizens are perjured outlaws, and your courts of jus- 
tice are aspersed as a mere mockery. Has it come 
to this, that the people of this country have no 
rights to be defended? 

The present executive has some intimations that 
his course has not received the sanction of the peo- 
ple. If Harrison shall come up to the mark, and 
demand retributive justice, he shall have in this act, 
at least, my humble and hearty co-operation. He 
had heard so much about amicable correspondence, 
that his ear was wearied with it. He wished that 
this ‘land of the lion heart and eagle eye” should 
not crouch to Great Britain even in the relinquish- 
ment of a single acre of land. He had such Ame- 
rican feelings as he trusted they all had—such as 
urged him to say that this correspondence before 
the house by the British minister was an unwar- 
rantable and unjustifiable attack on the rights of 
American citizens. 

Mr. Weller thought no advantage would result on 
the debate of the question in this shape—and hav- 
ing already had a sufficient exhibition of patriotism 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. Granger asked that the previous question be 
withdrawn to enable him to say one word. He said 
that the person who is involved in this controversy 
and soon to be brought to his trial in western New 
York, was not to be denied the right of impartial 
trial, which is granted to every one in this country. 

When McLeod shall be brought to his trial, he 
will have every advantage the law secures to him, 
and the trial shall be as cool and dispassionate as 
the trial of one of our citizens. If, on trial, he shall 
be found innocent, he will be acquitted—if proved 
guilty, will be condemned; and if condemned, will 
be executed—his execution being due to the supre- 
premacy of the laws in that State. 

This act performed—if the British government 
should hastily undertake to redress this supposed 
wrong, she will find in western New York the same 
blood that was there in 1812, unbought by British 
gold—unbought, and only to be bought by that love 
of ‘country which pervades the people, and the 
whole people. He had no fear that the nation 
would ever crouch tothe British lion. She will 
act calmly and dispassionately; will execute her 
laws; and when properly executed, the gentleman 
from Indiana need not fear that the general govern- 
“an or New York, will quail before the British 

ion. 

Mr. Hand offered an amendment to the resolu- 
tion, which was lost. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer 
the correspondence to the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, and that five thousand extra copies thereof be 
printed, was carried. 

And, on motion, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 5. Mr. Steenrod asked to be ex- 
cused from further service as a member of the com- 
mittee on revolutionary pensions on account of ill 
health and an affection of his eyes. His request 
was granted, and another member will be substitut- 
ed in his place on that committee. 

The speaker laid before the house sundry com- 
munications, viz: 

1. A letter frora the governor of the state of Mis- 
souri, transinitting the copy of an act of the general 
assembly of that state, entitled “an act for ascer- 
taining and settling the northern boundary line of 
the state of Missouri.” Referred to the committee 
on the territories. 


2. A letter from the postmaster general, transmit- 
ting a statement of the disbursements for contingen- 
cies for his department for the last year. Referred 
to the committee on expenses in the post office de- 
partment. 


3. Another letter from the postmaster general, 
accompanied with a copy of the abstract of the offers 
for carrying the mails made within the year pre- 
ceding the Ist of July, 1840. Laid on the table. 

he speaker announced the special order set for 
this day on the report of the committee of elections 
made at the last session on the memorial of Charles 
J. Ingersoli contesting the right of Charles Naylor 
to a seat in the house as the representative from the 
third district of the state of Pennsylvania, when 
Mr. Medill moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner, Charles J. Ingersoll. 
be permitted to appear at the bar, and that he as well 
as the sitting member have leave to address this house 
on the subject of the contested election for the third 
congressional district of Pennsylvania. 

And the question having been taken, the resoln- 
tion was agreed to, without a division. But Mr. 
Lewis Williams rose and moved a reconsideration 
of the vote thus taken. 

In assigning his reasons for this motion, Mr. W. 
said he did not understand that Mr. Ingersoll claim- 


—_— 
edaseat; he did not understand that that gentleman 
came here for the purpose of vindicating his ow, 
right, or the right of those whom he professed to 
represent. ‘Che case, therefore, it seemed to him 
Mr. W. could not be properly advocated by Mr. 
Ingersoll himself; neither had any other individua} 
within that congressional district such aright. The 
course proposed by the resolution was, therefore 
irregular, unusual and improper. He, Mr. W. had 
no objection that Mr. Ingersoll should come here 
and sustain his own right to a seat; but, so far as 
he, Mr. W. knew, that gentleman did not himself 
claim to occupy the seat of Mr. Naylor. 

Mr. Medill did not_ know, he said, how the gen. 
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. Williams) came 
to the conclusion that Mr. Ingersoll did not come 
here for the purpose of vindicating his own right to 
aseat. By reference to the files of the house, it 
would be seen not only that a memorial had been 
presented by a large proportion of citizens of the 
third congressional district of Pennsylvania, but 
also that there was a petition from Mr. Ingersoll 
himself, in which he set forth that frauds were com- 
mitted in the election there, and that, if justice was 
done, he would himself be placed in the seat which 
was now occupied by Mr. Naylor. The matter was 
referred to the committee of elections. Two re- 
ports were made, (which were presented to the 
house about three days before the close of the last 
session); one of the reports sustaining the sitting 
member, and the other declaring that the election 
had been carried by fraud. That was the question 
which now came up for the decision of this house, 
The committe of elections had discharged their du- 
ty by taking all the testimony they could collect 
and presenting their views. It now remained for 
the house to determine which of the two reports 
was correct, and whether the seat belonged right- 
fully to the sitting member or to the gentleman who 
appeared here to claim it. Why the gentleman 
from North Carolina undertook to intimate that Mr. 
Ingersoll had withdraw his claim to the seat, he 
(Mr. M.) could not undertake to say; but he knew 
that he had neither heard nor seen any thing to jus- 
tify such a conclusion. And Mr. Ingersoll was now 
here demanding to be heard at the bar of this house. 

Mr. Filimore called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion presented by the minority of the committee of 
elections and the concluding part of the report, in 
order to see whether there was any thing about Mr. 
Ingersoll ne his right to the seat. 

And the same having been read—Mr. F. said he 
believed that the circumstances of this case, so far 
as they were material to the decision of the ques- 
tion, were substantially these: Mr. Ingersoll, with 
various other citizens of Pennsylvania, presented a 
petition to this house, alleging that there had been 
fraud in the election in the 3d congressional dis- 
trict of that state, and praying that it might be set 
aside, and, as he (Mr. F.) believed, also claiming 
the seat for Mr. Ingersoll, although on that point 
he (Mr. F.) did not speak positively. The com- 
mittee of elections went into the investigation of 
the subject,and took testimony; and the majority 
of the committee came to the conclusion that no 
fraud had been shown, and recommended a resolu- 
tion for the adoption of this house, setting forth 
that Mr. Naylor was duly elected. The minority 
of the committee also made a report, [as would be 
seen on reference to the documents], impugning 
the validity of Mr. Naylor’s election; bot, if he, 
(Mr. F.) remembered right, not contending that 
there was any evidence before the committee to 
show that Mr. Ingersoll was elected. He, (Mr. 
F.) therefore, under sucha state of facts, consider- 
ed the contest now in the same Hight as if the ques- 
tion had been raised by any other citizen of the 
state of Pennsylvania; and he was wil.ing to give 
his vote on that ground for the right of any citizen 
to contest the seat of any member of this house. 
It did not result, as a matter of necessary conse- 
quence, that the opposing candidate was to be the 
only contestor to the right of the seat; it was a 
right which belonged te any citizen who thonght 
Mr. Naylor was not properly elected. The house, 
in his view, was to act in a judicial capacity—as a 
court of justice—and the only question as to the 
mode in which this house would act, was a ques- 
tion of convenience. It had been found convenient 
and expedient in all courts to counsel on both sides 
of litigated questions. It might not perhaps be an 
inherent right to have counsel; but it was converi- 
ent and expedien‘; and it seemed to him that the 
claim to have thein was as perfect here as, it could 
be in a court of justice. Here was acase brought 
before the honse for its adjudication; and, in his 
opinion, Mr. Ingersoll, who had raised this ques- 
tion, should be permitted to be heard as well as Mr. 
Naylor. And it seemed to him, (Mr. F.) that it 
made no difference whether the former claimed the 





seat or not. The contest was equally important to 
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the country; and the right of the citizens to have 

the wrong corrected, if wrong existed, was equal- 
ood. He should, therefore, vote against the re- 

yb. 

consideration. 

Mr. Briggs was understood to say that he thought 
the house had committed a great error, at the last 
session of congress, in refusing the members from 
New Jersey who claimed their seats an opportunity 
of being heard at the bar of the house. _Now, here 
was a case from the state of Pennsylvania, in which 
Mr. Ingersoll claimed that the election of Mr. Nay- 
lor was effected by fraud, and that, if justice were 
done, the sitting member would be removed from 
his seat. He (Mr. B.) knew of no case within the 
Jast ten years in which a person claiming a seat had 
not been fieard at the barof the house. He thought 
jt was the right of Mr. Ingersoll to be heard.— 
There was great propriety in his being heard upon 
the ground suggested by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Fillmore). He (Mr. B.) thought that 
it would be not only inexpedient, but manifestly un- 
just, when a rival candidate came here to contest 
the right of a man who was in his seat, and who 
clained that right—it would, he repeated, be most 
manifest injustice not to hear him at the bar of the 
house. It was right that the setting member should 
also be heard. He (Mr. B.) hoped that the vote 
would not be reconsidered; and that the house would 
do that justice in this case which was refused to the 
five members from the state of New Jersey. 

The speaker gave the floor to Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
who yielded it to enable Mr. Garret Davis to ask 
for the reading of the memorial of Mr. Ingersoll, 
(above referred to). The memorial not being at the 
moment on the clerk’s table— 

Mr. Mason considered the resolution offered by 
his colleague (Mr. Medill) as a very proper one. 
He (Mr. Mason) had entertained the same opinion 
atthe time the New Jersey case was before the 
house, and he had then the honor of offering a reso- 
lution of the same import as this; but which under 
the influences then prevailing, was rejected by an 
inexorable majority, some of whom were at this 

resent moment engaged in attempting to have the 
inestimable privileges there claimed extended to one 
of their own friends. Where then was the desire 
of these gentlemen that the parties coming here by 
virtue of documents emanating from the highest 
authority of the state should be permited to plead 
their case at the bar of this house? He was glad, 
however, tosee a returning sense of justice, as in- 
dicated by the resolution now proposed. The un- 
exampled outrage perpetrated in that case had reach- 
ed the ears of the people, and they had responded 
to it in terms which he hoped, would be remember- 
ed after the existence of the present congress. 
They were now, he hoped, about to return to the 
good old practices of the republican school, accord- 
ing to which, as he had read and understood them, 
it was the privilege of a person who had been re- 
turned to this house as a member, and of him who 
contested the validity of the return, or the truth of 
the election, to appear at the bar and be heard ‘by 
Limself or his counsel,’’ (to use the words of his 
own reselution of the last session, which had been 
ecowled down by a fierce majority). It was pro- 
per, therefore, that the resolution should have been 
adopted, and he hoped that it would not be re- 
scinded. 

It was proper, however, that the vote should be 
reconsidered, for purposes of explanation. He 
wished to know whether Mr. Ingersoll claimed a 
Seat in this house by virtue of an election by the 
people of Pennsylvania. He (Mr. M.) supposed 
that it was with a view to ascertain tbat fact that 
the reading of the memorial had been called for. 
For his own part, he would give counsel not only 
to the contesting member, but to the humblest of 
the constituency who had given a vote and who be- 
lieved that the election had not been rightfully 
achieved, 
great court of justice as well as the grand inquest 
of the nation; and that the great rules of right should 
hot be turned aside to secure political objects or 
party purposes. Some atonement was due to the 
constitution and to the violated privileges of this 
house, and he hoped it would now be made, and 
that those who might hereafter be in a majority in 
this house would avoid, as contamination, the pre- 
cedent which had been setat the last session of con- 
gress, 

Mr. Cushing said he was in favor of hearing the 
petitioner, according to the motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Medili). He (Mr. C.) was 
In favor of that motion for the reasons already sub- 
mitted by other gentlemen, and for this further rea- 
on. On referring to the record, he found that all 
the proceedings in this case were based upon a pe- 
tition of Mr. Ingersoll. The petition set forth that 
1¢ was duly elected, and he claimed the seat, to 
Which he said he was duly elected, as against Mr. 


He wished this house to be considered a | 





Naylor—the returned and sitting member. That 
was the record. These proceedings were in con- 
tinuation of that record. The question before the 
house was, what disposition should be made of that 
petition of Mr. Ingersoll. And upon that petition, 
(record as it was), and upon the usage of the house, 
he (Mr. C.) thought that Mr. Ingersoll was, in jus- 
tice and in equity, entitled to be heard. 

He objected, however, to the form of the. reso- 
lution, and he asked the attention of the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Medill) to it. It was unusual in 
its terms, and there was one expression to which 
he (Mr. C.) objected. The resolution was to the 
effect (he did not recollect the precise words) that 
Mr. Ingersoll should have leave to be heard as 
well asthe sitting member. Now, Mr. Naylor was 
a member of this house, de facto at least, as the 
gentleman from Ohio admitted; he (Mr. C.) said, 
a member de jure; but, at all events, Mr. Naylor 
was a member de facto, and therefore, as such, he 
had as much right to speak as the gentleman from 
Ohio or as he Mr. C. himself had; and it did not 
need a resolution of this house to give that right. 

The very mention in the resolution of leave to 
speak was a denial of his right to speak. He 
wished the gentleman would modify the terms of 
his resolution. They were unusual, contrary to 
precedent, and, in words and in spirit,a denial of 
the unquestionable right of the sitting member. 

Mr. Medill did not think that the resolution con- 
tained any such denial, It only provided that the 
petitioner should be placed on the saine footing 
with Mr. Naylor; and he did not, therefore, see the 
necessity of the modificationsuggested. He hoped 
Mr. Ingersoll would be permitted to go on. 

Mr. Cushing said that if the words he objected 
to meant nothing, they were not needed there; and 
that, if they meant any thing, that meaning was a 
broad one. He must, therefore, vute in favor of the 
reconsideration unless the words were struck out 
by general consent. 

Mr. Lewis Williams rose to withdraw his mo- 
tion to reconsider; but, before doing so, he said he 
thought that this proceeding had in many respects 
been irregular. When the house authorised the 
committee of elections to send for persons and pa- 
pers, it adopted an unusual and unprecedented 
course. He believed that from the foundation of 
the government to this day, no committee of elec- 
tions had been clothed with that power; and for the 
plainest of all reasons, that when the house be- 
stowed this power, it invested the committee with 
inguisitoriai power—it made it a prosecutor in- 
stead of a judge. How many drafts had been 
made on the contingent fund in consequence of this 
power being given to the committee to send for 
persons and papers; a committee which, by the 
constitution and rules of the house, was solely and 
exclusively a judge. 

He wished to know in what capacity Mr. Inger- 
soll presented himself here to.day—whether as a 
claimant of the seat occupied by Mr. Naylor, or as 
the attorney and agent of the people who joined 
with him in the petition to this house. This was 
his chief object in making this motion toreconsider. 
The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Medill, had stated 
he did not know how he, Mr. W. had come to the 
knowledge of the fact that Mr. Ingersoll did not 
claim the seat in hisown behalf. Certainly he, Mr. 
W. had not spoken froin the record. His attention 
had not been particularly drawn to that point; but 
what had been said by the gentleman from Ohio 
himself, Mr. Medill, appeared to him, Mr. W. to 
corroborate the opinion that Mr. Ingersoll was not 
here to claim the seat for himself. The most that 
was pretended was, that Mr. Naylor was not enti- 
tled to his seat; and the finding of the minority of 
the committee would be, at all events, a justification 
to him, Mr. W. for the opinion he had expressed. 


It never was his intention to limit the right of 


speech here on these important subjects. He was 
disposed to hear Mr. Ingersoll, but he wished to 
know in what capacity he appeared. It was, he 
repeated, with this view that he made the motion 
to reconsider; but, as many of those with whom he 
was in the habit of acting seemed to be opposed to 
it, he would withdraw the motion. 

Mr. Cushing renewed the motion, (solely he ex- 
plained, for the purpose of effecting the modifica- 
tien he had named). 

Whereupon, by general consent, Mr, Medill mo- 
dified his resolution by striking therefrom the words 
“as well as the sitting member.”’ 

And then Mr. Cushing withdrew the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. Barnard renewed it. 

He desired to ask a question of the gentleman 
from Ohio, Mr. Medill. He, Mr. B. took it for 
granted that, having submitted the motion in rela- 
tion to Mr. Ingersoll being heard at the bar of the 
house, he, Mr. Medill, must be acquainted with the 


fact whether it was the intention of that gentleman 
in addressing the house to do so in the way of a 
personal claim toa seat? 

Mr. Medill (who was very imperfectly heard) 
was understood to disavow any greater familiarity 
with the views of Mr. Ingersoll than other gentle- 
men on this floor possessed; and to recommend the 
gentleman from New York, Mr. Barnard, to address 
his inquiries to Mr. Ingersoll personally. 

Mr. Barnard (having first called for the reading 
of the first sentence of the report of the minority) 
proceeded to say, it was evident from that report 
that not one of the minority of the committee—not 
even, he presumed, the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
Mediil, himself—had any idea of presenting to this 
house an issue upon the question whether Mr. In- 
gersoll was or was not entitled to a seat. It was 
true that Mr. Ingersoll had petitioned for his seat. 
The subject was sent to a committee; that commit- 
tee had examined it, and had come into this house 
with a unanimous report, in one respect, that was 
to say, that Mr. Ingersoll was not entitled to a seat. 
Was the house disposed to go behind that report? 

A point of order as to the relevancy of these re- 
marks was liere raised by Mr. Turney; but the 
speeper having decided that they were not out of 
order— 

Mr. B. proceeded. He took it for granted that 
Mr. Ingersoll did originally ask the house to con- 
sider his claim to a seat; but what he (Mr. H.) 
meant to say was, that now the only issue before the 
house was the question presented by the minority 
of the committee—namely, whether the election 
should be declared utterly void, or should be sent 
back to the people todecide it. The question then 
was whether there was any law or precedent, or any 
propriety in allowing Mr. Ingersoll to be heard on 
this subject. There was just as much propriety as 
there would be in permitting any other man in that 
district, or in the nation, to be heard. If the house 
wanted council to speak to them on this question, 
which was a question peculiarly for the house to 
decide, they could get counsel where they pleased. 

Mr. B. contended that the house was now about 
to seta precedent. A great wrong was committed 
at the last session; and he was not for doing another, 
a second wrong, because one had been already 
done. There was no example on record in the his- 
tory of this, nor, he supposed, of any othercountry, 
where an individual was permitted to come to the 
bar and to discourse on such an issue as was here 
presented. He regarded this as a matter of great 
consequence. 

Mr. B. offered the following as a substitute for 
Mr. Medili’s resolution, in case the motion to re- 
consider should prevail. 

‘That Mr. Ingersoll have leave to be heard at the 
bar of this house in favor of his right to a seat in 
in this house in place of Mr. Charles Naylor.” 

Mr. Garret Davis said that when a seat was con- 
tested in any legislature,as a general principle 
both gentlemen claiming had the right, by courtesy 
and parliamentary usage,to be heard. For what 
had Mr. Ingersoll petitioned? If for a seat for 
himself, he had a right to be heard, because he pe- 
titioned for something which he claimed as belong- 
ing to himself personally. As he (Mr. D.) un- 
derstood the matter, Mr. Ingersoll insisted on his 
right to a seat, and in support of that claim he had 
a right to be heard; but in no other state of cir- 
cuinstances had he that right. If it were other- 
wise, every individual whose name was appended to 
the petition had a right to be heard. 

Mr. Hubbard moved the previous question; but 
withdrew it on the request of 

Mr. Alford who submitted a few remarks, the 
object of which was to show that an issue had 
been made up between Mr. Naylor and Mr. Inger- 
soll—the one having and the other claiming the 
seat—and that issue could in no wise be changed 
by the action of the committee of elections, but 
was to be decided, one way or the other, by the 
house in a judicial capacity; that the issue had not 
been changed; and that Mr. Ingersoll had a right 
to be heard in his own behalf. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Alford and 
Barnard, the previous question was called by Mr. 
Turney, (who met all appeals for its withdrawal 
with a negative), and there wasa second to the call. 
The main question being on the motion to recon- 
sider the vote on the resolution of Mr. Medill was 
ordered, and, being taken, was decided in the nega- 
tive, yeas 41, nays 140, 

The speaker thereupon informed Mr. Ingersoll, 
(who appeared at the bar) that the house had pass- 
ed a resolution that he should be heard, Kc. 

Mr. Ingersoll then rose and addressed the house 
in support of his claim, and had proceeded about an 
hour, when, without having concluded, he gave 
way for a motion to adjourn; which, having been 
\agreed to, the house adjourned. 
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immediately after the late presidentialelection in Penn- 
sylvania,—a highly respectable correspondent in Phi- 
Jadelphia wrote us that Thomas Earle, the abolition 
candidate for vice president, voted the Van Buren 
presidential ticket in that city. This item was copied 
at the time into the National Intelligencer, and a letter 
from Mr. E. published in that paper of yesterday, de- 
clares that the statement is unfounded in fact. 
[Balt. Amer. 


Bones oF Buack Hawk. We gather the following 
facts from the Burlington (I. T.) Hawk-eye. 

These bones which were stolen from the grave 
about a year since have been received and are now in 
the governor’s office. The wampum, hat, &c. which 
were buried with the old chief, have been returned 
with the bones. It appears that they were taken to 
St. Louis and there cleaned; they were then sent to 
Quincy to a dentist to be put up and wired previous to 
being sent east. ‘The dentist was cautioned not to de- 
liver them to anyone until a requisition should be 
made by gov. Lucas. Gov. 

uisition; and they were sent up a few days since, by 
the mayor of Quincy and are now in the possession of 
the governor. He has sent word to Nasheaskuk, 
Black Hawk’s son, or to the family, and some of them 
will probably call for them in afew days. Mr. Edgar- 
ton, the phrenologist, has taken an exact drawing of 
the skull. 


Bunxer Hitt monument. We learn from the Bos- 
ton Morning Post the following particulars respectin 
the cost of the Bunker Hill monument. The origina 
cost, for the entire height of two hundred feet, as esti- 
mated by Mr. Willard, the architect, was $67,000 
The work, so far as built, has not much exceeded this 
estimate. The receipts of the association, since its 
organization, have been as follows: 


First subscriptions of members, $54.010 
Legislative donation, 10,000 
Ladies’ subscription, 2,500 
Raised on mortgage of land and monument. 23,400 
Subscription through Mechanics society, 21,000 
Lease of land, 1,359 
‘Tax for ascending monument, about 2,000 
Donations of two citizens, 20,000 
Proceeds of September fair, 1840, 32,000 

$166,269 


The mortgaged land was sold in October, 1834, for 
$25,000, which paid that debt. The actual receipts, 
therefore, have been over $166,000, which is much 
more than double the original estimates of the cost. 

These facts are not stated to censure any one, but 
simply to justify the people of New England, who 
have been most unjustly charged with want of gene- 
rosity and patrintism,in not completing ‘the monu- 
ment. It will be seen, that, at the first, a sum was 
promptly raised within three thousand dollars of the 
whole estimated cost. Having done that, it was diffi- 
cult to raise additional subscriptions, after it was sup- 

osed the requisite sum had once been provided, and 
yut for the ladies, it never could have been done. To 
them belongs the crowning honor of the achievement, 
and the lofty column, when completed, will be no less 
a monument of their perseverance and patriotism, 
than of the deeds of our fathers. 

{[Philad. North Amer. 


THE NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. Major Graham 
and party passed through Bangor recently, on their 
return from running the meridian line north of the 
monument, at the head of the St. Croix river. The 
Whig says, the line has been run as far north as the 
Aroostook river, at which place the new line is about 
half a mile east of the old line. One portion of the 
party has been engaged in taking a line from the tide 
waier at Calais tothe monument, and thence following 
major Graham. The survey will be resumed in 
March, and carried through in the course of the sea- 
son to the St. Lawrence river. 

A late number of the Frederickton Sentinel states 
that the presence of the detachment of the 56:h regi- 
mentin the Madawaska settlement, is connected with 
the unjustifiable proceedings and coarse threats of the 
individual in charge of the armed posse of the state of 
Maine, stationed at the mouth of Fish river. It is ru- 
mored that these troops are shortly to be replaced by 
an armed civil posse, similar to that maintained by 
Maine, and that a block house is to be constructed on 
the Madawaska settlement, for their accommodation. 


Corron crop. We have already noticed the fact 
that the cropin South Carolina is considerably ‘defi- 
cient—and we have now before us a special message 
from the governor of Alabama, in which he says, 
“the cotton crop of the present year has been gene- 
rally gathered, and the quantity raised has fallen so 
far below the most reasonable calculation, that, with- 
out a forbearance on the part of creditors, not to be 
expected, the pecuniary distress of the people for the 
next year will be unprecedented and ruinous”—and 
calls upon the legislature to adopt such measures for 
the relief of the people as may be deemed expedient 
and proper. Amer. Farmer. 

A writer in the New York Journal of Commerce, 
who appears to be well informed on the subject, says 
that notwithstanding the complaints wkich have been 
made of short crops in the cotton growing regions of 
our country,the stock on hand in Liverpool at the 
latest dates was in excess 183,000 bales, compared 


L. made the necessary re- 


this country. 


CoLortneG MARBLE. The art of coloring marble, so 
as to give it the richest and most beautiful tints has 
been recently carried to great perfection in Italy, by 
M. Cieeri. A_ solution of nitrate of gold penetrates 
about the twelfth of an inch; it gives a beautiful violet 
purple. A solution of verdigris gives a green color; 
solution of dragon’s blood also penetrates marble, giv- 
ing ita beautiful red. Itis penetrated by all alcohol 
tinctures of coloring woods, such as Brazil wood, cam- 
peachy, &c. The alcoholic tincture of cochineal, 
mixed with a little alum, produces a very bright color, 
which penetrates far into the marble, and makes it re- 
semble the red marble of Africa. Orpiment dissolved 
in ammonia, quickly dyes marble a yellow color, which 
becomes more vivid the longer it is exposed to the air. 
The s6lvent which causes coloring matters to penetrate 
farthest into the marble is wax. Verdigris, which has 
been boiled in wax, and applied to marble quite hot, 
penetrates to the extent of nearly half an inch, and 
produces a fine emerald. 


Deatu OF JupGE Prentiss Metten. The Eastern 
Argus of Thursday, mentions the death of Prentiss 
Mellen, of Portland, aged seventy-six years. The Argus 
says—“Mr. Mellen was the oldest member of the bar 
in this country. He has practised here, we believe, 
since 1798, He was made chief justice of Maine, at 
the time of the separation from Massachusetts, and con- 
tinued in that distinguished station, until about six 
years ago, when he went out on the constitutional limi- 
tation. After that period, he engaged in the practice 
of the law again, with almost youthful zeal, and con- 
tinued in it until the sickness of which he died. He has 
filled a large space in our community, and will long 
be remembered as a worthy citizen, and an able ju- 
rist.” 


New pecision. The circuit court of Illinois has de- 
cided that aliens not naturalized, who have resided in 
that state six months next preceding an election, have 
a right to vote. ‘The case has been carried up to the 
supreme court. [N. Y. Standard. 

[he decision is not new in Illinois—a judge of a lower 
court having made a similar one. ‘The constitution of 
the state embraces a provision allowing the privilege 
of voting to all aliens, who have been six months wi 
in her borders, evenif they are not naturalized. 


DecisioN OF THE Barry case. Gardianship of an 
infant. ‘The Albany Argus of Thursday says: “This 
case, which has enlisted much of the public attention, 
and received the adjudication of several judicial fune- 
liunaries, was last evening decided by the court of last 
resort, having been under argument before that body 
during several days past. The court for the correction 
of errors, by the decided vote of 19 to 3, has reversed the 
decision of the supreme court, and affirmed that of judge 
Inglis; thus giving the custody of the infant in dispute 
to the mother—the child being a female, and at the time 
of the institution of the proceedings appealed from, but 
two years of age.” 


Case or McLeop. The examination of Alexander 
McLeod before judge Bowen, in this village, has been 
closed. It resulted in remanding him to jail until he 
enters into recognizance of $5,000 for himself, with two 
sureties of $2,500 each, for his appearance at court, to 
answer to the charge of being one of the gang concern- 
ed in the murder committed at the time the steamboat 
Caroline was burned. ‘The testimony given in, is 
very contradictory—several witnesses tending to im- 
plicate the prisoner, while others swore positively to his 
being elsewhere on the night of the burning of the 
Caroline. If upon trial, the accused should succeed 
in establishing an alibi, and an acquittal follow, the 
question prowing out of that affair, will of course be 
postponed. But if on the contrary, a jury shall ad- 
judged him guilty, then will the case assume a serious 
aspect. Our national government would not if it could, 
and could not if it would, interfere with the decisions 
of the courts of New York for an offence commit- 
ed against the laws of this state; the penalty must be 
inflicted. On the other hand,the act for which Mce- 
Leod is arranged has been sanctioned by the British 
government, and she is bound to protect her subjects. 
How then, in such a contingency, a collision between 
the two nations is to be avoided, it is not easy to fore- 
see. [Niagara Cour. 


Pusiic tanps. The New York Standard remarks 
that the public lands ceded from Great Britain to the 
old thirteen states, and purchased from France and 
Spain since, have left this nation possessed of perhaps 
even now, a thousand million of acres of land, which 
will be worth, if sold progressively, as required by the 
settlers, at least two thousand millions of dollars. The 
disposition of this immense domain, or the appropria- 
tion of the proceeds, is a question of great importance 
to the people of this country, and requires their serious 
' consideration. 





Important Inpian TREATY. ‘The Fort Wayne 
Times (La). states that at the late Indian payment at 
the Forks of the Wabash, the Indians made a propo- 
sition to sell their lands; and that gen. Milroy (although 
not officially authorised by the government) took the 
responsibility, ‘‘while they were in the humor” of treat- 
ing with them for about 500,000 acres, being the whole 
of the Miami lands in this state. ‘The price agreed to 





. be paid is about $1 10 per acre, and the Indians to 


per acre, hard as the times are, and there is little doubt 
the general government will confirm the treaty. 
[Néw Albany Argus, 


Jvpiciat sataries. The chiefjustice of the supreme 
court of the United States receives a salary of $5,009 
The judges of the supreme court of Louisiana receive 
the same salary. he associate justices of the sy. 

reme court of the United States receive $4,500, T),, 

ighest salary of any judicial officer in Maryland j, 
$3,600; in Massachusetts and South Carolina, $3,509. 
in Virginia, $2,720; in Pennsylvania, $2,666 67, ;,, 
New York and North Carolina, $2,500; in Georsia 
$2,100; in Mississippi, $2,000; in Maine and Tenjes. 
see, $1,800; in Alabama, $1,750; in Kentucky, $1,500. 
in New Hampshire, $1,400; in New Jersey, Delaware 
and Ohio, $1,200; in Vermont, $1,175; in Connecticy; 
and Missouri, $1,100; in Illinois, $1,000; in Indiana 
$700; in Rhode Island, $650. 


Lynenine. A singular act of lynching was perpe. 
trated recently at the Oberlin theological institute, of 
Ohio. Some of the members detected a young man 
named Norton, in writing discreditable annonymous 
letters to young ladies of the institute. The members, 
among whom was a licentiate of the institute, named 
H. C. Taylor, proceeded to inflict summary punish- 
ment, profanely prefacing their proceedings with pray. 
er. ‘They secured the man’s person, gagged and blind. 
folded him, and then inflicted 25 lashes on his bare 
back with a cowhide. They then directed him to 
leave the town forthwith, without going to his room.— 
The licentiate, it is hardly necessary to say, has had 
his license taken from hin. 


_Marms. The mails which were made up at Cincin- 
nati, for New York, on the 10th, 20th, and 26th No. 
vember and 2d December, have been stolen from the 
bags. This information was received on the 24th ult. 
by the postmaster at Cincinnati. 


THE MURDERER OF Exten Jewett. Robinson, the 
murderer of Ellen Jewett, whose trial and acquittal 
left a stain upon the tribunal before which he was ar- 
raigned, went to Texas, where he has since lost his 
right arm—that arm with which he planted a hatchet 
into the forehead of a frail, but to him an unoffending 
girl, and with which he then A an incendiary 
torch to the bed where she lay weltering in blood, thus 
attempting to conceal the murder by committing arson: 
that rightarm, we say, has been clefi from his shoulder 
in a fight with the Mexicans. 

Nor is this the only retribution that has visited the 
guilty. It will be recollected that Furlong, the infatu- 
ated grocer, who went into court and committed volun- 
tary perjury, by swearing that Robinson was in his 
store on the evening of the murder, became a maniac 
and drowned himself. (Alb. Jour. 


SaLT TRADE. During the year 1839, there were ma- 
nufactured at the works in Onondago county, 600,000 
barrels of salt. Of this quantity, 183,500 passed through 
the Welland canal; 142,500 bushels through the Erie 
canal via Buffalo, and the residue—being 274,000 bar- 
rels, found a home market. 

This year the manufactures commenced operations 
on the first of June, and continued for seventy-five 
days, during which time 400,000 barrels of salt were 
made. Of this amount about one quarter has already 
been received, principally at one house in this city and 
a similar number of barrels despatched through the 
Welland canal for the western market. A small por- 
tion more will be received at this point this fall, and 
the balance retained for a market immediately in the 
vicinity of the salinese. 

The cost of transporting this commodity from Syra- 
cuse to this city—a distance of 200 miles—is aboui 30 
cents per barrel; and from this city to a point upon laxe 
Michigan, 50 cents per barrel is charged. 

Three-fourths of the quantity required for Ohio con- 
sumption, is taken on board at this place and carried 

ratis—masters of vessels preferring salt to the labor ol 
oading with ordinary sand ballast, when merchandise 
is not to be had. We have now in the market some 
12,000 barrels, which is held at $1 94. 

{ Buffalo Com. Adv. 


Srraspismus. The New York Star says: The ope- 
raion for the cure of squinting is performed, we be- 
lieve, in from two to four minutes—and the charge 's 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars. ‘Tie 
discovery is a very important one, and we think the 
benefits derivable from it should not be confined solely 
to the wealthy. Could not the practitioners who have 
introduced the operation in this country afford to pe! 
form it at a less exorbitant charge? 


Sucar crop. The Attakapas Gazette of the 19th, 
says it is now fully ascertained that the sugar crop ° 
this state will fall short at least one-fourth of previols 
expectations. The cane touched by the last hard frost, 
and which has been left standing, is entirely lust. As 
an instance of the trifling quantity of sugar made from 
it, we will state that from twenty arpents of such cane, 
on a plantation in this parish, barely three hogsheads 
of a very inferior articie have been made. ‘The cat? 
cut down before the last frost however, is still soun¢, 
yield tolerably well and makes excellent sugar. 


Trave. The trade in breadstuffs between Ohio and 
Upper Canada is becoming quite large and importa! 
During the past year the shipments from Cleveland 
ports in Upper Canada were 896,550 bushels of wheat 





and 70,995 barrels of flour. 
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